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Palestinians under siege for second week 

Israel's economic 
blockade 
backlashes 


By Bfla) Hyjawi 

Star Staff Writer 

ISRAEL'S DECISION last 
week to ban over 110.000 Pal¬ 
estinians from working in Is¬ 
rael indefinitely, may prove to 
be an act of shooting oneself 
in the foot. The Israeli govern¬ 
ment claims to have taken die 
measure as a precautionary 
step, responding to angry calls 
by Israeli public, following die 
recent surge of Palestinian le¬ 
thal attacks against Israelis. 
Early signs suggest that Israeli 
measures to soften die impact 
of its decision on the Israeli 
economy are not working. 

The baa and the subsequent 
closure of the Occupied Terri¬ 
tories has wiped out 65 per¬ 
cent of Israel's construction la¬ 
bor,10 percent of industry, 9 
percent of services and 3.7 
percent of agriculture. Their 
speedy replacement is a far 
ciy, Israeli labor is not trained 
to function as semi skilled la¬ 
bor. . . 

Israel's flower export indus¬ 
try which earns $200 million 
annually has voiced its deep 
concern at the latest measures. 


Menachem Peled, a flower 
grower complained that Israeli 
soldier replacements are doing 
more harm to crops than good 
since they lacked training. 

While the Israelis deny ru¬ 
mors that one replacement solu¬ 
tion is to increase foreign labor 
quotas in their labor-intensive 
industries, Israel's unemployed 
have not responded well to a 
patriotic call to fill in Palestini¬ 
an vacancies in spite of Israel's 
high unemployment rate. At 15 
percent die unemployed add up 
to about 150,000 in Israel. 

Where 30,000 Palestinians 
filled job vacancies in the agri¬ 
cultural' sector, Yoav Kalirayan 
who is the bead of the agricul¬ 
tural committee in the region 
bordering Gaza Strip said on Is¬ 
raeli Radio that he asked the 
employment office for 300 
workers and got only 3 appli¬ 
cants. 

Not enough time to bank on, 
die Israelis are poised to lose 
substantially should suggested 
counter-measures fail diem. 
"Tbe timing of this boycott 
could not have been worse for 
die Israelis," said Ms Layla 
Dolleh who has arrived from 


die West Bank this week. She 
said that the Israelis are scram¬ 
bling for ways to save their 
flower crops which are in har¬ 
vest season. Ms Dolleh, who 
was visiting her family in Na¬ 
blus, said that debate is boiling 
over effectiveness of Israeli 
measures to curb the recent 
surge in Palestinian attacks — 
whether it has hurt Israelis 
more than it did Palestinian ac¬ 
tivists. She said that though die 
measure's may be felt in the 
long run. daily activities in Na¬ 
blus did not seem to be dis¬ 
turbed at all. 

Palestinians in die West 
Bank stand to lose dearly as 
well; remittances of Israeli- 
employed Arab labor billed 35- 
40 percent of the Occupied Ter¬ 
ritories' GNP. "While per capi¬ 
ta income in the West Bank is 
$1000 annually, the newly im¬ 
posed boycott will most likely 
depress income to $600 annual¬ 
ly," said Dr Yousif Abdel Haq, 
a Palestinian economist and ed¬ 
itor of Samed A1 Dctisadi in 
Amman. 

Palestinian economists have 
agreed that die Palestinian 
economy stands to lose $2.6 



million daily. Palestinian econ¬ 
omist Professor Samir flalai- 
lech, wrote in the Jerusalem- 
based A1 Qudus that if closure 
persists for several weeks, un¬ 
employment would reach 27 
percent in Gaza and 30 percent 
in the West Bank. He added 
toat various Palestinian organi¬ 
zations and associations have 


been experiencing economic 
strain before die closure in the 
aftermath of the Gulf War. Mr 
Halailech wrote that most aver¬ 
age income family savings will 
run out in two weeks if the 
blockade persists. 

Mr Halailech suggested that 
new investments should pour 
into private sector to create 


woik opportunities. He added 
that investments should target 
construction and tourism sec¬ 
tors which, he emphasized, 
would employ 7-8 thousand 
Palestinian workers. 

The Israeli change would hurt 
Gazans more intensity due to 
their exclusive reliance on Is- 

Continued on page 6 


Government ready to 
present liquor ban 
draft law to 
Parliament in 
October 

By Ahmad Shaker 
Special to The Star 

THE LEGISLATION Bureau has submitted to the govern¬ 
ment a draft law banning the manufacturing and consumption 
of liquor in Jordan, The Star has learned. Last year 52 Lower 
House deputies succeeded in petitioning the government to 
draft snch a law and by Constitution tbe government is bound 
to present the draft to the House for approval before the term 
of the current Parliament expires in October. 

A study prepared by legal aides to the government concluded 
that the government will have to compensate owners of local 
breweries if the law is passed, since it specifically sets a dead¬ 
line of six months for all breweries to liquidate their opera¬ 
tions. The study estimates that initial compensations w01 come 
to JD 28 million. 

Ironically, even though the government must submit the 
draft law to the current Parliament, deputies will not be able to 
debate it because they have ran out of time. The only way they 
can reconvene is if they request an extraordinary session and 
table the draft law on the agenda. Since the government must 

Continued on page 6 
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Amman conference examines population 
crises in the Arab world 


By Laney Salisbury 

Special to the Star 

WORLD POPULATION, now 5.4 billion, is growing faster 
than ever before: By next week, another 1.7 million people 

woultThave entered *e world: by the next de^de nMve 
Se, another China will be crowding ever-decreasm*, ara- 

W AMiMt e to d i)ackdrop the Arab Popnlarion Conference 
® j ■ . * _ lac* m snecificallv combat the re- 


TTw* conference discussed n —: — , 

that ranged from the environment and economic develop¬ 
ment, population distribution and migration, family plan- 
SSfm?health care. Paramount to solving the unending 
^utetion aSs and its devastating effects is raismg toe 
E 3 L. women who because of their influence on family, 
can be die leaders in changing traditional beliefs that lead to 
^ ^TftSand tooTittie economic Mopni 

**£ “S vSy 'followed ITrabVt ' 
h»e Sn as a garien has Sow- 

^In the 20 countries comprising toe Arab won,, toe: aver- 

ash* 

W est. _ mi ■— 

Labor ministers continue 
deliberations 

AMMAN (SUP-Arablabor **££**££& 
Wednesday to listen*® jKJ Conference was opened on 

sues. The 8-day 20th Amo Jordan's Minister of 

Monday by Hb rfTconfena.ee. 

Labor Abdel Kanm Ka undersecretaries from all the 

Twenty-Me ramies an^ u ^ w partiripat- 

Arab countries, witbtheexcep heBdtd by fte undersec- 

ItWSSSTiffSd. Arabia and all other 
GCC countries are 5 ^ a ^ < ^ range of labor-related issues 

Participants disc^^d a wide^rang^jH labor 

gA addition to the situation in Mesbne. 

Iraq and Libya. ■ 


With maternal and infant mortality declining, the region's 
224 million people are expected to swell to 4?1 million by 
toe year 20251 . 

"Its alarming," sums up Mabdi Mustafa El-Hadi, social 
affairs assistant secretary-general of The Arab League. 

Jordan is not excluded from tbe startling statistics. The 
kingdom's population is now estimated at more than four 
million people, wito about 50 per cent below toe age of 1 5. 
Those teenagers will soon be demanding jobs that just aren't 
there, triggering increased frustration in an already tense re¬ 
gion. 

"The Arab region has a young population" which burdens 
families and governments. Youths sometimes do resort to 
extremism, both political and religious. Thorayed Obaid, 
head of ESCWA's Social Affairs and Population Division 
told The Star. 

The plight of yontos symbolizes toe problematic offshoots 
of over population. During last week's five-day conference, 
jointly sponsored by toe United Nations Economic and So¬ 
cial Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA), toe League of 
Arab States and the United Nations Population Fund (UNF¬ 
PA), experts swapped notes, tallied figures and discussed 
programs to reduce toe devastating effects. 

On Wednesday and Thursday Arab ministers were to 
adopt a joint comm unique in preparation for an international 
conference on population in Cairo next year. 

"Some of toe issues that are going to be discussed have 

Continued on page 6 
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/ 4/7 unconventional report on Jordanian news and 
views edited by Dr Marwan Al Asmar 


Washington allows 
Americans to 
travel to Jordan 

■ It seems that the American 
government has eventually re¬ 
alized that Jordanians arc not 
terrorists after all. and have al¬ 
lowed their nationals to re¬ 
enter the Kingdom as of 31st of 
March. The State Department 
previously issued a warning to 
Americans not to travel to Jor¬ 
dan in the light of last month's 
bombing of the World Trade 
Center in New York, which the 
FBI tried to pin on a Jordanian 
citizen. Its nice to be liked 
again. Thank you Uncle Sam' 

Corruption in the 
peace process!! 

■ An American pharmaceuti¬ 
cal company has paid a bribe of 
more than $150,000 to an im¬ 
portant political figure in one 
of countries participating in the 
Middle East peace negotia¬ 
tions. according to the Akhhar 
al-Isbooh weekly. The fee paid 
was to allow the American 
company ro export and market 
her products in the said coun¬ 
try. It is understood that this 
company is on the boycott List, 
because it had commercial 
dealings with Israel. Naturally, 
the paper had no more informa¬ 
tion about the subject. 

Leftist parties to 
form a union 
shortly 

■ Mr Issa Mdanat. the general 
secretary of the Social Demo¬ 
cratic Party of Jordan said that 
a union of leftist parties will be 
set up very shortly. Parties such 
as Hashd. the Popular Demo- 


» T »; •• 
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cratic Party. jf iTU» 
the Social 
Democratic. 
the Conimu- - 

and the Free- 
dom Party ah 
agree on the Mdanat 
same princi¬ 
ples and party programs. Mr 
Mdanat said. There is no funda¬ 
mental difference between 
these parties of the left and a 
union would be another way of 
bringing about national unity, 
the purpose of which is to serve 
the national interests. Mr Mda¬ 
nat said. 

Government 
coffers bountiful 

■ Last month the Income Tax 
Dept, collected a total of JD 
55.437.773 in taxes and duties. 
Of this, income tax ivas the 
highest bringing in a total of JD 
9.860,716 in revenues — a 
larce amount compared to the 
JD~ 6.357.972 that it collected 
the same time last year. While 
appreciating the fact that gov¬ 
ernments need revenues to 
spend on the upkeep of services 
and the welfare of its citizens, 
wc would hasten to add that 
poverty in Jordan, by the very 
own admission of the govern¬ 
ment, is rife and a little of that 
amount going to alleviate this 
state of affairs would not go 
unnoticed. 

High salaries at 
UNRWA 

■ It is down right insulting for 
UNRWA, the UN agency for 
Palestinian, refugees to try to 
reduce its budget deficit by 


charging the 2.7 Palestinian ref¬ 
ugees for its services, such as 
health and education. It be¬ 
comes even more insulting 
when it is realized that the 
Vienna-based agency pays its 
top employees, that arc mainly 
of Western origin, sums of 
$15,000, per month according 
to Ad Dusiour daily. 

The same report goes on to 
say that a significant number of 
employees are paid within the 
range of $5,000 to $15,000 per 
month. It is interesting to note 
that Arab employees arc paid 
only 1/6 of that amount. What 
makes this all the more laugha¬ 
ble is that heads of UNRWA 
are claiming that they can not 
afford to pay their employees 
the JDI5 raises that the govern¬ 
ment has granted to all its pub¬ 
lic sector workers. 

It is ironical for an agency 
found for the welfare of refu¬ 
gees to end up taxing them for 
their plight in order to keep its 
top bureaucratic strata from 
joining the unemployed. 

Fifteen parties 
licensed and two 
to go? 

■ The Interior Minister Mr 
Tayseer Sbool told Petra news 
agency that his ministry has of¬ 
ficially licensed 15 parties so 
far. Two more parties are under 
consideration by the ministry 
which is awaiting a report from 
its legal advisor in this respect 
The ministry will have to start 
moving quickly if it is to get 
through all the other applica¬ 
tions for party recognition in 
time for the parliamentary elec¬ 
tions that are due to be held 
sometime in the summer. We 
understand the waiting list may 
grow bigger soon. 


Israelis lose 
confidence in their 
government 

■ A recent opinion poll carried 
out by Israel’s Shiiah Institute 
says that 65 percent of those in¬ 
terviewed believe that capita! 
punishment should be carried 
out instantly on Palestinians 
who kill Israelis. In another 
poll 70 percent of those inter¬ 
viewed believe that the govern¬ 
ment has lost control over the 
security situation in the Occu¬ 
pied Territories. This poll was 
carried in the wake of the up¬ 
surge in Palestinian violent ac¬ 
tivities resulting in the death of 
two Israeli policemen, bringing 
the total of those killed up to 15 
in the last month. It seems that 
the death of the rwo policeman 
was the last straw for the Israeli 
government, who showing the 
utter bankrupts of its rule, de¬ 
cided to impose an all out cur¬ 
few on the West Bank am! 
Gaza and refusing its people to 
enter Israel. 

As a footnote to all this is 
thai an earlier poll taken by the 
Kupat Holini Psychiatric Hos¬ 
pital in Jerusalem found that 40 
per cent of those sample to be 
in a state of acute depression, a 
state of affairs that was brought 
on by chronic unemployment 
and the lack of any immediate 
job prospect. 

Peres preaches 
peace 

■ Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres, in an effort to unlock the 
peace process, last week said 
that Israelis would be very 
"obliging" if Palestinians return 
to the negotiation table due to 
start on the 20th of this month. 
In a first ever interview given 
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to Palestinian journalists from 
the Occupied Territories, Peres 
said that the guarantees which 
the Palestinians want will 
come about during the peace 
talks. 

During his interview Peres 
highlighted the positive aspects 
that peace would 1 achieve for 
die area. It would bring about a 
more stable environment in the 
political, securi¬ 
ty and economic —-j # 

fields where Is- 

reel would aim ^ _ 

to play a full 
role in the de- . '""Tv: 

velopment of I qprT? 
the region. 

The Palestini¬ 
ans are not con¬ 
vinced and say 
that Peres is ’a 
lone ranger and 
demand that as 
a price for their 
attending the 
next round of 
negotiations, Is¬ 
rael should re¬ 
turn the 415 de¬ 
portees that it 
has expelled to 
southern Leba¬ 
non last December, or at the 
very least make a commitment 
that it will not expel any more 
Palestinians from the Occupied 
Territories. The Israeli Labor 
government has so far refused 
to respond. 

However, because of the 
public commitment that the 
Palestinian delegation made 
that they will not attend any 


negotiating tabic before some¬ 
thing is done about the depor¬ 
tees? it seems that they have 
cornered themselves. The dele¬ 
gation do not now appear -to 
have a choice but to look for a 
face-saving formula front the. 
Israelis, which the latter is so 
far refusing to provide, despite 
the intense diplomatic activity 
that have so far taken place: 





The Palestinian delegation invi¬ 
tation to meet with the Secre¬ 
tary of State. Warren Christo¬ 
pher, last month's Damascus 
meeting of Arab foreign minis¬ 
ters to the peace negotiations, 
and the visit of the European 
Troika to the Middle East to 
convince attendance to the 
peace talks. 

However the currcnr Palestin¬ 


ian political posturing may sum ? 
io crumble if rite oilier Arab 
delegations decide to attend the 
.forthcoming talks, a decision 
which some increasingly likely.. 
as Syrian, Lebanese and; even 
Jordanians become increasingly 
weary and-want to get on with 
achieving fruitful solutions to 
the now long-ending' peace 
talks. But the final decision will 
be on 16 April, after the meeting 
of the foreign ministers of the 
countries to the peace process. 

King approves 
press law 

■ The press and publication 
draft law of 1993 has been giv¬ 
en the Royal Seal and will take 
effect alter one month. The new 
law guarantees the freedom of 
the press and free speech. It 
also allows the opinions of ciri- 
. zens to be expressed and pub¬ 
lished and allows free access., to 
1 government htfonnalipn.-staris-. 
tical and otherwise, which they ■ 
may then analyze and publish if 
they so wish. The new law al¬ 
lows sources of news obtained 
by newspapers and other news 
agencies to remain secret ex- . 
cept in cases of state security 
and in the event of murder. The 
law also- guarantees political 
parries, trade unions, and other 
. social and cultural establish¬ 
ments to express their views 
and opinion freely, to publish 
their own newspapers, have 
- their own research centers and 
carry out public opinion polls. 





By Pam Dougherty 

Special to The Star 

‘NOT AS a foreigner but an Italian Franciscan friend" is how 
Father Michele Piccirillo describes himself after 33 years in the 
Middle East and 20 years of archaeological work in Jordan, 
and it is a title that few would deny him. 

Fr Piccirillo was 
in Amman on 
Thursday evening ; ■ ^ ■ 

to present a lecture _Jr_ ' ■ 

on the Mosaics of - . M "' r 
the Umayyad period • ■ 
in Jordan, and to re¬ 
ceive the 1993 
Friends of Archae¬ 
ology Annual 'f 
Award for Sen'ice. 

Merit and Achieve¬ 
ment 

The lecture pre¬ 
sented at the FoA 
center was followed 
by a reception host¬ 
ed jointly by the 
Friends and the Ital¬ 
ian Embassy in Am¬ 
man and attended 
by a good slice of 
Amman's Italian community, including the Italian ambassador 
Mr Romuldo Bettini and the new EC ambassador Mr Renato 
Batti. 

His lecture concentrated on the nature and significance of the 
five mosaic floors of churches dated to the Umayyad period 
which have been found in Jordan. These include- the mosaic 
floors of the Church of the Virgin in Madaba, the first mosaic 
in Jordan to be known to international scholars, of the church 
on the acropolis of Ma’in, the lower church at al-Quwaysmah, 
the sanctuary in the Church of St Stephen at Umrh er-Rasas 
and the nave and the two aisles of the same church. 

Though his lecture was focussed on a special area, Fr Picci¬ 
rillo reminded his audience that the work of the Francescan Ar¬ 
chaeological Institute in Jordan goes back 60 years to the pio¬ 
neering efforts at Mt Nebo of Fathers Sailer and Bagatti. Their 
work and that of their successors has been a major element in 
expanding our knowledge of the Byzantine and Umayyad peri¬ 
ods in Jordan. 

The numerous churches with their elaborate and skillfully 
made mosaic floors which have been excavated are a clear sign 
of a prosperous and sophisticated Christian community dial 
flourished well into Islamic times. 

Throughout his time in Jordan Fr Piccirillo has not been con¬ 
tent just to continue with his excavation work, he has devoted 
a great deal of time to bringing a knowledge of Jordan to a 
wider audience. He has published extensively and since 1986 
has given lectures throughout Europe to accompany an exhibi- 1 
tion of Jordanian mosaics which has so far been seen in Italy, 
Austria, Germany. France and the United Kingdom. - 

He takes great satisfaction from the fact .that students Gram a 
number of Europe countries are now doing theses on the mosa¬ 
ics of Jordan. 

Fr. Piccirillo is Jess happy abour some aspects of the situa¬ 
tion in Jordan. He is afraid of what modem development isdo- 
ing to die Ml Nebo and Madaba areas. A new road has already 
cut Mt Nebo in two. destroying the landscape and undermining 
the stability of die mountain. The area-has-been occupied- from. 
the paleolithic, to Ottoman times and Fr Piccirillo cannot accept 
bulldozers threatening what he believes should be an archaeo¬ 
logical park, preserved and developed fdr .thc benefit of the 
people of the area and for all those Whohaye corne to-love and 
value the heritage of Jordan. ■ ’ - • T .; '7. “. v 


Meetings & 
Conferences: 

* The Center for Islamic Stud¬ 
ies and Islamic Work has orga- - 
nized a seminar this week at the 
Philadelphia Hotel on the form 
of the next representative coun- . 
cil.1t was attended by a number 
of deputies, members from po¬ 
litical parties and trade union¬ 
ists. The highlight of the semi¬ 
nar was a working paper given . 
by Taber AJ Masri. the ex¬ 
prime minister. 

A conference on Human Re¬ 
source Development will start 
its 3-day proceedings starting 
this Saturday. 10 April. The 
conference, jointly - co¬ 
sponsored by the Amman based 
Arab Thought Forum and the 
UN Development Program, will 
be host to international and 
Arab experts that will discuss 
issues of resource development 
such as labor migration and 
manpower development, which 
is of major concern to Jordan. 

* UNESCO today will con> 
piece its five day disabled con¬ 
ference that began in Amman 
last Sunday. This gathering, be^. 
lieved to be the first of its kind, 
was a regional forum. that 
played host to other Arab coun¬ 
tries. The purpose'of this idea 
was to make'the issue of dis- 
ablement a top .priority'and to .. 
make people aware that disa- • 
bled persons -should not be¬ 
thought of as a burden but must;. 
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j For the 
[Record 

liv Ah multi .Shaker! 


■^Foreign Mtehter Dr 
Kamel Atm Jabor will 
head for Damascus on 
Tuesday to participate 
. ha Ae meetings of Hw 
vforeign ministers of the 
Arab parties .to - the . 
peart process. The meet- 
Ijig jWIU reviewlatest dr- 
..vetopmentsh* tht* region 
AuftT will decide w Arab 
pftidiMlim A in . the 
. forthcoming IVashlng-. 
ton. meetings tin the rt* : 
Sumption of the Middle 
East peace process. 

■ Russia's Foreign Min¬ 
ister Mr Andre Khosy- 
rev will pay an official 
visit to Jordan in June 
as part of a Middle JEast- - 
era tour he Intends to 

; conduct. . 

■ The Ministry of Han¬ 
ning has received notice 
from the Kuwaiti Fund 
for Economic Develop-. ; 
meni revoking earlier fi¬ 
nancial commitments to 
back a number of. pro¬ 
jects in Jordan through 
credit fines worth JD 12; 
million. The government 
will finance these pro¬ 
jects bv issuing special 
treasury bonds. 

Public departments 
will be on holiday on 1 
and 2 May to celebrate 
the 40th anniversary of 
the King's Accession to 
. the Throned National pa-, 
rades and festivals will 
be held on the occasion. 

■ The government will 
announce d rise in the 
price of electricity by 10 
percent in addition to 
adjusting the prices of 
kerosine and water as of 
June 1. 

■ A Japanese company 
has presented a proposal 
to tiie government to 
build a port and a free, 
rone along-the southern 
shoreline of Aqaba pro¬ 
vided that the company 
runs the project for IS 

■' years after which dtoner. 
ship of tbe project re¬ 
verts to’ the government. 

■ The government is 
studying a proposal to 
set up professional reha¬ 
bilitation programs for 
retired personnel of the 
Armed Forces to enable 
retirees to continue 
work in the private sec¬ 
tor especially in the in¬ 
dustrial fields. 

■ The government has 
received requests from 
Sudan and Yemen to in¬ 
troduce Jordan's solar 
expertise to these coun- 

. tries on commercial ba¬ 
sis. 

be seen as real people who cun 
contribute effectively to the ec¬ 
onomic well-being of our socie¬ 
ty- -• ... 

* The first symposium on the 
cultural movement in Jordan is 
to be' held this. Saturday in 
Mu'tab University. It will cen¬ 
ter around the literary achieve¬ 
ments .and the - development of 
the; novel. The four-day confer¬ 
ence will be a' sub-regional one 
with participants from Yemen, 
Iraq, Lebanon and Syria as well 
as from Jordan. It is understood 
that 49 working papers will be 
presented,;.. - 


Announcement 

The Municipality of Greater Amman is seeking 
consultancy service for the design-of Composting 
PI ant?. The. study includes five phases as follows:- 

Phase One feasibility study. 

. .Phase Two investigation and Detailed Design. 
Phase Three :ProcurementL' ; - 

Phase four: Tendering, etc . J L. V. 

Phase Five :SUe Supervision. ■ ' 

further inforination, iiiteireasted firms 
specialized, in such projects-are invited to- contact 
the IJealth and Environment located at the following.. 


address :- 


prince Mohammad st 
P.OJtox:}# : 

. Amman -'Jordan - 
Telex 21969 Amcity-Jo 
Fax; 962-6-649420 




























EOPLE& 
OLITICS 


* It's reshuffle sea¬ 
son at the rank and 
file. The : much \ 
talked about govern¬ 
ment reshuffle has 
been put on hold un¬ 
til the first week of 
May. our sources tell 
us. Meanwhile, top 
position reorganiza¬ 
tion took place in Kaabneh Udwan 

the Armed Forces 

. S - ecurit >' ,a 5 week with Field Marshal Fathi Abu 
I^, b Lieutenant-General Fadel Ali Fheid both retiring 
Soyemnicnt-run news agency Petra report¬ 
ed on Saturday that His Majesty the King issued a RoyalDe- 
cree endorsing a cabinet decision to accept a request by Lt.- 
Gen. Fadel Ah to re Ore from service. On Sunday a similar 
decree was issued regarding Abu Talib's replacement. 

The two men were replaced by LL-Gen. Abdul Hafez Mi- 
rai Kaabneh as chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and Ma- 
Dcn-!^ Rahman Udwan as director general of the 

£”■ i-L j m S endorsed another decision to retire LL-Gen. 
Insan Shurdom, chief of staff of the Air Force, and appoint¬ 
ed him as his advisor. 

.c2! n \ Fhci< l was a PP° iDtcd as had of the PSD in September 
1989. in a letter to the outgoing general, King Hussein 
praised Gen. Fheid's "efficiency and distinguished military 
service." "The bravery you showed in the eternal Karameh 
battle, in which you were seriously injured, had the greatest 
influence on me and on all Jordanians," the King said and 
conferred high medals on Gen. Fheid and Field Marshal Abu 
Taleb. 

The King also addressed the new head of PSD, Maj-Gen. 
Al Udwan. saying that his appointment was in conformity 
"with our principle and entrusting well-experienced leaders 
with serious responsibilities." 

The King emphasized the rule of law, security and stabili¬ 
ty in addition to respect for human life and freedom. 

Maj-Gcn. Udwan holds a law degree from Alexandria Uni¬ 
versity and has been with the PSD since 1968. 

King Hussein also praised the outgoing Chairman of the 
Joint of Chiefs of Staff Gen. Abu Taleb and congratulated 
LL-Gen. Kaabneh on his new responsibilities. 

"Every effort should be made to raise the level of prepar¬ 
edness and raise the standards of the Armed Forces and its 
institutions and colleges," the King said in his letter to Ll- 
Gcn. Kaabneh. He voiced his confidence in the Armed Forc¬ 
es and its new chief. 

A series of new appointments and retirements are expected 
to take place at the two security bodies. 

V What do former prime ministers and 
deputies do when they are not playing 
politics? Play electoral politics! Former 
premier and' Amman deputy Taher Al 
Masri is busy speaking in local clubs and 
organizations and patronizing social ac- iJB jm 

tivirics. This week he opened the social - ■ 

services week organized by the Loral^’W'fj^ M 
Society Development Center in Amman. • # j JBy 
which includes handicrafts exhibition. Masri 
children entertainment activities and cul¬ 
tural seminars. To make sure that deputy 
Masri doesn't steal the whole show, senator Hosni Ayesh 
and deputies Fakhri Kawar and Saif El Din Murad pitched in 
and held an "intellectual" forum as part of the same week's 
activities. 

m Minister of State for Prime Ministiy Affairs Mr Ibrahim 
fzzidin has patronized a special two day meeting on "Strate¬ 
gic Planning of Governmental Organizations in Jordan, 
Egypt. Syria. Lebanon and Palestine." With the avalanche of 
conferences, meetings and seminars taking place in Amman 
this week, this particular one takes the prize. The title of the 
meeting suggests that strategic planning exists within gov¬ 
ernmental organizations in these countries and that all that is 
needed is to have intcr-govemmental strategic planning. We 
have only one question to ask on behalf of the people of 
these countries: Don't you have any thing better to do with 
the rax payer’s money? 

m Senator Ishaq Al Faihan, secretary-general of the Islamic 
Action Front, the political party of the Muslim Brotherhood 
bloc, says the outgoing Lower House has performed ade¬ 
quately taking into account the number of 
corruption cases it had to deal with and 1 

the limited experience of some deputies. I 
He told Ad Dustnur newspaper that the 
bisecst achievement of the House is the 
replacement of the emergency and de- j 
fence laws with the party and press and -• j'" - 
publications laws in addition to cement- 
ing democracy. But Dr Farhan said the 
so-called "ministerial fever" or the urge Ipf 
to become a cabinet minister has affected Farhan 
the performance of some blocs making 
them look like "quick sands", with the 
exception of the Islamic bloc which remained consistent 
We bc n to differ. While it is true that most blocs dealed and 
wheeled to have its members in government re-shuffles, the 
Islamic bloc was not immune to such whims when it joined 
the government of former prime minister Mudar Badran m 
1990-91 only to be kicked out a few months later. As to Dr 
Farhan's accusations that other blocs hoisted impractical slo¬ 
gans to appeal to the electorate, we remind him that the Is- 
fomic bloc's slogan of "Islam is the Solution is the biggest 

slogan of all! 

M Minister of Finance Basel Jirdanch may have opened a 
can of worms by slapping a 25% duty Jax on newsprmtas of 
January this year. Newspaper publishers failed last week to 
dissuade the sotemmenfof ShVif Zaid Ben Shaker ftorrute 
decision, which one publisher of an Arabic daily described 
as a "set-back" for the Jordanian press. 

The tax will increase daily 
annual costs bv at least JD 500.000. Jrr- 
danch. who last month told newspaper 
publishers that he docs not believe m 
"taxing culture" went back on his words. 

Publishers argue that the new tax will 
force them to raise the price of their pub¬ 
lications to offset the increase in cost. In 
addition, daily newspapers plan to 
charge the government and its agencies 
the regular advertising rates instead ot Jira n. 
the ridiculous decades-old 50 fils pc 
word "Whv should we give the govemtuviu any special fa¬ 
vors " said a disgruntled manager of a daily newspaper. Ao- 
oTct said he suggested that " c 

inz rates for a second time this year. Advertising pneesare 
srifl chcaDcr in Jordan than they, arc in Lebanon or Egypt, 
ciiri Mr Saif Sharif director general of Ad Dustour daily. 

emment’s new tax will destroy many of the weeklies, wmen 
are usually printed at the dailies presses. 
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King calls for a new Arab 
revolution based on freedom 



V* ■ 




AMMAN (Star) In what is hailed as a histor¬ 
ic speech to the opening session of the Arab 
Labor conference on Monday. His Majesty- 
King Hussein appealed for a "new Arab rev¬ 
olution", a united front, necessary to con¬ 
front the "new world order which is unvisu¬ 
al and aims at controlling the world." This 
would "materialize", said the King, only if 
the "Arabs.~are guaranteed the freedom to 
live in dignity, express their opinion, partici¬ 
pate in political life and demand justice." an 
example that exists in Jordan with its demo¬ 
cratic experiment. 

In an aim at healing wounds, the King said 
that "we hope that our brethren would be 
able to overcome their crisis, divisions aod 
usurpation™" a state of reflections of the 
".-hunger, illiteracy, diseases” that "are still 
rampant in the Arab World." The King 
called on the Arabs to "rise to forge collec¬ 


tive Arab action and closely review the on¬ 
going phase and the besetting challeng- 
es—with a new Arab political thinking." 

Attended by Arab labor ministers, the con¬ 
ference discussed issues relating to Arab la¬ 
bor movement, rights, women issues, foreign 
labor and legislation. 

King Hussein reaffirmed Jordan's commit¬ 
ment to the Palestinian cause and said Jor¬ 
dan remained steadfast in its quest to liber¬ 
ate the Israeli-occupied territories, including 
Jerusalem. 

Referring to the Gulf Crisis. King Hussein 
said that Jordan was "unjustly treated twice: 
First when our stand in the crisis was misun¬ 
derstood and the second when we suffered 
from its devastating effects." But he added 
that "we were able to overcome this crisis 
with the grace of God and our people's pa¬ 
tience." ■ 






Abdul Jawad Saleh 


'The Israelis are using 
confrontation as a 
means of attrition 
against the 
Palestinian people' 


Editor's Note: Mr Abdul 
Jawad Saleh is the ex-mayor 
of the West Bank city of El 
Blreh. He was deported by 
Israel In the 1980s and now 
runs a research center on de¬ 
velopment studies. He talked 
this week to The Star's as¬ 
sistant editor Dr Marwan Al 
Asmar on the latest develop¬ 
ments in the Occupied Terri¬ 
tories. 

Q- Does the latest flare up 
in the West Bank and Gaza 
- show that the Intifada is still 
alive and kicking? 

A- Not only alive really but it 
is changing into different forms 
and ways to make the Israeli 
occupation impossible. 

Q- Can you explain the rea¬ 
sons for this latest wave? 

A- 1 believe there are many 
reasons: First I believe that die 
Israeli government is dragging 
its feet on the peace process 
and Palestinians came to gradu¬ 
ally feel that they were let¬ 
down, believing that there was 
no future for them and certainly 
no peace. Second the economic 
situation is getting worse day 
by day and people arc begin¬ 
ning to feel-die Coll, with cur¬ 
fews, shop closures and cur¬ 
fews. This has increased 
poverty and deprivation and in¬ 
creased the feeling of anger and 
frustration among the people. 
The third reason is that Israelis 
are in fact crying to provoke the 
people as an independent study 
suggests. The Study showed 
out of 13 incidents there were 
11 started and initiated by the 
Israelis which shows that the 
Israelis are using confrontation 
as a means of attrition against 
the Palestinian people 

Q-Do you think they are 
forcing them to become more 
violent in order to knock 
them? 

A- Yes in order to increase 
the killing, to deter them, and 
to oppress and have their hatred 
expressed in different forms. I 
think the transformation of the 
Intifada from a non-violent 
type of fighting the occupation 
into a more or less violent type, 
is the result of Israeli violence. 

Q- What does tbe qualita¬ 
tive leap in Intifada activity 
really mean? 

A-It means that people have 
nothing to lose now and that's 
why recently people confront¬ 
ing Israeli check-posts were 
done en masse. It is a stage 
where everybody has the feel¬ 
ing that there is no way but to 
push die Israelis out and I be¬ 
lieve that such confrontations 
will increase quantitatively and 
qualitatively too. The Intifada 
is changing its form, it is 
changing its means and ways, 
and I believe it will be increas¬ 
ing the more the Israelis con¬ 
front our people with oppres¬ 
sion. 

Q- I know that the effect of 
the killing of the two Israeli 
soldiers inside the 294$ areas 
has been to dose-off the Oc¬ 
cupied Territories indefinite¬ 
ly. But what are the implica¬ 
tions of this on Palestinian 
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Abdel Jawad 
Saleh: 1 
don't believe 
that Rabin is 
a peace man. 


workers? 

A-I believe that this is a step 
which has delineated the bor¬ 
ders between Israel and the 
Palestine. This is the niosi im¬ 
portant political implication. 
Throughout the 25 years the Is¬ 
raelis were trying to destroy 
the so-called Green Line, to de¬ 
lete its order to have Erctz Is¬ 
rael, but by this closure they 
have reemphasized that there is 
Palestine and Israel. 

Q- What about the econom¬ 
ic implications both for the 
Occupied Territories and Is¬ 
rael? 

A- Both sides are affected 
but most affected are the Pal¬ 
estinians because it is a matter 
of earning a living for them, as 
they are deprived of their daily 
broad. The Israeli farms and 
the building sector are taking 
the economic catastrophe be¬ 
cause they have imposed a 
kind of captive market on Pal¬ 
estinians and have created an 
economy dependent on Israel. 

After the Gulf war the finan¬ 
cial remittances from the Gulf 
stopped, the Arab oil countries 
boycotted the Intifada and 
stopped all aid. the main 
source of income left was from 
workers inside Israel. The Pal¬ 
estinian economy depends on 
Israel. 

Q-This latest wave has also 
induced Israelis to argue that 
their government is losing 
control over the Occupied 
Territories. What are tbe 
psychological effects on the 
labour-led government and 
the Israelis at large, 

A- Israeli society is feeling 
die panic. Israeli government 
are panicking too and it is re¬ 
sponding to Israeli extremists 
more than it logically thinks. 
There is no rationale in its poli¬ 
cies. In February there was a 
press conference by Israeli and 
civil administration officials in 
the Occupied Temtories that 
included military . governors 
and businessmen who argued 
that the only way to confront 
what they called terrorism is by 
having a very- intelligent eco¬ 
nomic plan, but one month lat¬ 



er they undermined their own 
plan through force and vio¬ 
lence. Their arc voices inside 
Israel that say that without 
dealing with the symptoms of 
Palestinian defiance you can't 
deal with the problem. The left 
parties and Peace Now, which 
has been laic in organizing it¬ 
self, is now conscious about 
such organization and die need 
to face the Israeli right. 

Q- Do you feel that these 
psychological effects are like¬ 
ly to have positive results on 
the peace process in the light 
of Israeli government refusal 
to budge on the issues of the 
deportees or its guarantee not 
to deport anymore? 

A-I believe that since 194$ 
the Israelis were against any 
peace initiative. Without pres¬ 
sure, economic and other they 
will never budge on peace and 
will never try to progress one 
inch without such pressure. 
Without American pressures 
and economic sanctions you 
can't have peace in the area. I 
don't believe that Rabin is a 
peace man. I think Rabin is 
more towards the Likud than 
towards the Labour ideology. 
He was responsible in 1948 for 
the mass expulsions of Lidda 
and Ramaleh and in the Intifa¬ 
da he was the promoter of 
breaking the bones of children. 
He is an extremist . Although 
he wot the election on the La¬ 
bour peace agenda he did not 
work wholeheartedly because 
he doesn't believe in iL He pro¬ 
moted the right forces, which 
are for a Greater Israel. I don't 
believe that he is really honest 
about peace with the Palestini¬ 
ans. 

Q- Finally, do you think 
that there wfll ever be an in¬ 
dependent Palestinian state? 

A-This the reason for my ex¬ 
istence and living. 
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Israel's closure of the 
Occupied Territories is not a 
prelude to a pull out, says 
Hanna Nasir 


ByLaney Salisbury 
Special to the Star 

AMMAN — Analysts, Palestinians and 
Jordanians have condemned Israel's con¬ 
tinued closure of the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip and expressed dismay 
over recent moves to ban Palestinians 
from working inside Israel. 

It is unclear, however, how Israel's 
moves wQI damage already precarious 
Middle East peace talks, people inter¬ 
viewed told The Star. 

" The closure is horrible,” said a Jorda¬ 
nian mother of four children. "Israel is 
not giving these Palestinians a chance to 
work. They are going to starve. What are 
they going to do?" 

Last week Israel closed and cordoned 
off the West Bank, soon after shutting 
down the Gaza Strip following the killing 
In the last few weeks of 15 Jews by Arabs 
in separate incidents. 

About 100,000 Palestinian workers 
cross into Israel daily from the Occupied 
TerritorieSr home to about 1.8 million 
Palestinians. 

Those workers' jobs are now being 
threatened given Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin's recently reported state¬ 
ments to cabinet that he will replace 
20,000 workers from the Occupied Terri¬ 
tories with 20,000 unemployed Israelis, 
mainly from the former Soviet Union. 
One of the Jewish state's largest contrac¬ 
tor groups has already responded by say¬ 
ing it will no longer employ about 75,000 
Palestinian construction workers. 

Bir Zeit University President Hanna 
Nasir described Israel's steps as a "harsh 
measure" but one which could bring Pal¬ 
estinian factions closer together. 

"I wish it were a de facto pullout from 
the Occupied Territories but it is just a 
harsh measure and a punishment" of Pal¬ 
estinians. 

"If Israel does pull out there is no ques¬ 
tion Palestinians will come together. But I 


don't sec a pull out coming." Dr Nasir 
said, adding Palestinians arc currently 
being "imprisoned" by the closure of the 
territories. 

A Jordanian radio journalist, who re¬ 
quested anonymity, said Israel is Irving 
to sever all ties with the Palestinian peo¬ 
ple but not with Palestinian land. It still 
wants to maintain control of the land and 
the movement of its people. 

But. the journalist said, the attempt 
will rail. Israel will have to allow Palestin¬ 
ian workers back because they are cheap¬ 
er than Israelis. 

"They will have to go back to Palestini¬ 
an workers because they are cheaper. Al¬ 
ready the army is doing the work. This is 
only a mans to suppress Palestinian peo¬ 
ple," the radio reporter said. 

Others say any military pullout. espe¬ 
cially from Gaza, is a farce, since the Is¬ 
raeli army can easily move its troops 
back in on an order's notice. 

"I doubt Israel will ever move its troops 
out of Gaza. I don't even think they will 
ever give back one meter of land," said 
Fatma, a refugee from Jordan's Jerash 
Camp." 

"If tbe Israeli army pulls out, all of 
them (Gazan refugees) will return, 
whether rich or poor. No jobs — never 
mind. I would rather be hungry and poor 
than a rich person in Jordan.” 

It's still too early to tell, however, how 
the closing of the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip will affect the MidEast peace pro¬ 
cess stalled over Israel's deportation of 
nearly 400 Palestinians on 17 December 
of last year. 

"We still have a couple of weeks until 
the peace talks, if there are talks. If the 
situation continues it will be extremely 
hard for the Palestinian the delegation to 

go- ... 

"It's a dynamic situation. 1 am not opti¬ 
mistic, but saying that it's still not clear 
how the peace talks will be affected," Dr 
Nasir said. ■ 
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Our Say, 


UN protection now 


THE RECENT Israeli measures to close off the Occupied Territories and prevent 
thousands of Palestinian workers from crossing the so-called Green Line may have 
brought Israelis and Palestinians to a point of no return. 

The measures threaten to starve hundreds of thousands of Palestinians in Gaza and 
the West Bank. While the closure effectively demarcates the border lines running be¬ 
tween Israel and the Occupied Territories and proves that a future Palestinian state 
must inevitably come about, the Arabs have very little reason to rejoice. The safety 
of the 1.8 million Palestinians under occupation remains the foremost responsibility 
of the Israeli occupier, since it has forcibly subjugated the West Bank and Gaza after 
1967. 

It is difficult to speculate on the outcome of this latest cnme against innocent peo¬ 
ple who had suffered enough for decades. But lack of international response reflects 
an appalling state of affairs at the United Nations and its Security Council and its in¬ 
capacity to act. . 

With the peace process stalled, one wonders what the conditions m the Occupied 
Territories would be like once and if a settlement is reached. 

Israel claims to want to make peace with the Palestinians and at the same time it 
has expelled, murdered, tortured, blockaded and maimed thousands of Palestinians. 

As Jordanians, we are sick of the latest lukewarm response and blatant callousness 
to these tragedies on the part of the Clinton administration. 

The peace process promises nothing so far because Israel’s policies has been get¬ 
ting increasingly vicious and insane. . . 

We are disapoointed with Europe’s response too. One can hardly blame the victims 
for their victimizert ruthlessness. But this is exactly what we felt, the Troika delega¬ 
tion was trying to do recently. We believe today that neither Israel nor the United 
States are keen on a just and comprehensive peace to the long-drawn Arab-Israeli 
ra n flirt Otherwise how can we explain the lingering of the issue of the deportees 
and Israel's refusal to respect resolution 799? How can we accept these latest at¬ 
tempts to starve and punish a whole nation by the blind policies of its occupier? 

We believe it is time that the Occupied Territories and their inhabitants be put un¬ 
der the protection of the United Nations to safe-guard the Palestinians from such a 
brutal aggression. Israel’s economic withdrawal from these territories has come at a 
time when; Israel has -been losing its grip on the Occupied Territories. But WiartfJ. 
happening now is no less than a systematic policy of extermination. ■ • J 


In aid to Yeltsin, damage 
control for the West 


Bv Steven Greenhouse 


WASHINGTON — Weighed down by sagging 
economies and bulging budget deficits, the 
Western industrial nations have lost some of 
their ardor about lav ishing billions of dollars in 
aid on Russia. Eager to cut their deficits and put 
their domestic houses in order, officials from 
many countries aie nm exactly doing cartwheels 
at the prospect of providing Russia with the $30 
billion to $40 billion aid that 
many experts say Moscow needs 
this year. The sums being talked 
about are considerably more than 
last year’s S24 billion aid pack¬ 
age. 

Though such amounts arc 
large, they could be modest com¬ 
pared to the price that the West 
would pay if Russia's President 
Boris N. Veits in were ousted and 
replaced by a hostile, ultra na¬ 
tionalist regime. Such a govern¬ 
ment would probably not seek to 
start a new cold war with the 
West, but its focus might be on 
taking back pans or all of sonic 

other former Sivietv republics. _ 

especially aa-s willi large Rus- Cl,n ‘°" am 
sian populations. And that alone 
would be a fonnula For renewed 
nuclear threats and renewed tensions with the 
world's industrialized democracies. 

A right-wing Russia intent on rebuilding its 
empire not only niighi put an end to die cuts in 
defense spending here anil in Western Europe, 
but might cause Pentagon spending to climb 
again. "I think we would rethink a lot of die 
cuts." said Richard Ericson. director of the Har- 
riman Institute, a centre at Columbia University 
that specializes in Russian studies, "and." he 
added, "we might reconsider putting resources 
into the Strategic Defense Initiative." the pro¬ 
posed ami-missile system pushed by President 


Ronald Reagan. 

Thanks largely to the end of the cold war. the 
Clinton Administration has proposed cutting the 
Pentagon's budget by $88 billion more over four 
years than President George Bush had proposed, 
if a reversal in Russia caused the Administration 
to cancel those cuts, the expense would dwarf 
the S700 million the Administration plans to 
spend this year to help Russia. That sum will ac¬ 
tually help finance several billion dollars worth 



Clinton and Yeltsin: Expensive friendship 


of aid. because much of the assistance will take 
the form of publicly insured export credits. 

In short, many Western officials see aid to Mr. 
Yeltsin as an expensive investment but a wise 
one, that could help prevent the economically 
and psychologically costly resumption of a cold 
war. 

Little wonder then that Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl of Germany said on Friday, after meeting 
with President Clinton. "Both of us are aware 
that any type of setback" in Russia "would be 
more expensive than any type of assistance we 
are discussing." ■ 

The New York Times 


The 


O 





Publisher 


Editor-in-Chief 


Jordan's political, economic 
and cultural weekly 


Osama El-Sherif 


An independent political, economic and cultural weekly, published every Thursday in 
Amman by Media Services International (Info-Media). 

Editorial & Advertising: Fax & Telephone 648398. P.O. Box 9313, Amman - Jordan. 
Typesetting, layout and processing done exclusively on Apple Macintosh Desk- top 

publishing system. 

Images scanned on Hewlett Packard scanners. 


r - ■ '•'- ■-■"few--££* 


8 APRIL 1993 


k’ 


Personal 


A peace to end 


By Khairi Janbek 


WITH THE continuous oppressive measures, and the 
daily violent acts perpetrated by the Israeli forces of 
occupation against the Arab Palestinian population of 
the occupied territories, one finds it very difficult to 
express by writing, anything of substance, especially 
when this writer finds himself squezed between the 
anvil of horror and the hammer of frustration. 

If the pen is mightier than the sword, then the pen 
is mightiest with the sword. If the pen is too impotent 
to express die horrors of the daily torture of our Pal¬ 
estinian fellow brothers, it is onTy because a picture is 
worth a thousand words, and such pictures are over¬ 
abundant. Under the circumstances, it is almost im¬ 
possible to contemplate peace, let alone write and talk 
about it. But in the same vein, one has to understand 
the heavy responsibility for the future generations 
who will either inherit the sour grapes of stagnation 
and hopelessness, or the bright future of stability and 
prosperity on this land of ours. 

At least verbally, all parties arc concerned with die 
success of the peace negotiations. But how? The Arab 
side is demanding a comprehensive and lasting peace 
based upon the universally recognised U.N. resolu¬ 
tions regarding the occupied Arab lands, while die Is¬ 
raelis persist with their brutal occupation and aim at 
reaching a peace that inevitably will end all peace. 
The so-called partners in the peace process, the Unit¬ 
ed States, and Russia are far more concerned with 
each other, than to bother with a few hundreds of 
Arab lives, lost ever now and then. The Americans 
arc clearly for the peace.that would suit Israel, while 
die Russians, with their much diminished status, at 
least in Arab eyes, are far too busy begging for their 
daily bread from the providers in Washington. 

If one is to expect anything from die Russians, it 
will be nothing more than the parrot-like repetition of 
the utterances of the While House Consequently, for 
the Arab side in the negotiations, the issue is that of 
either we hang separately at the scaffold of the UN or 
we hang together, unless of course we present to the 
world a strong united -front with realistic objectives 
and attainable goals. For the Jordanian and Palestini¬ 


an people, the situation regarding the de- - ■ 
tails of what is actually being negotiated 
remains unclear. What is available to us. 
jhc public at large, in terms of infor¬ 
mation is merely a drop in the 
ocean. 

*. That is not to say in any form, 
that we lack the confidence in 
our negotiating teams, but rath¬ 
er, ,it is the right ofIhe Jordani¬ 
an ’people to know and judge 
details that will affect the direc¬ 
tion of their -future. In rite age 1 
of democracy and openness, ac-. 
cess to information is die mark 
of jireccss for any civilised sys¬ 
tem. It is not enough to pretend 
to run the mundane.daily affairs 
by our representatives in Parlia¬ 
ment, who alas, at times make our 
life more difficult, but it is equally 
if not more important to question 
detrimental issues that will affect, 
the future of the citizens of our 
country such as the essence of the 
foreign policy of Jordan and its. 
outlook. 

Although it is rather prema¬ 
ture to start discussing the future 
of the! Jordanian-Palestinian in¬ 
ter state relations; baring in 
mind, die fact that, the notion of 
a Palestinian state remains nebu¬ 
lous, yet more co-oridination on a detailed level is re¬ 
quired at this stage of our common destiny. The ques¬ 
tion of Jordanian-Palestinian relations cannot remain 
'a taboo subject for all eternity, even just for die sake 
of alcvating any suspicions, misconceptions, or un¬ 
founded fears from the ghosts of the distant past that 
rear their udy heads occasionally in the confident 
present and among the living. 

If the peace process is here to stay, and if all our 
Arab brothers are agreed mi the need for the peace 
negotiations, then it is of absolute importance for die 


:• Jordanian and Palestinian people to start planning 
‘ their common future; even, if need be, in cni- 
brvnnic form so that at. least the common Jea- 
nircs of the Tut Ore" relarionshiphetwcen the two 

petiplc can txfcthc: barfs for die-esiafelMwncnt 

die desfFwf cm.tirewstityt inrun 

-level..- 

It would not be a weakness t*> start such a 
process'"ow die" popular and ‘decentralised 
levels, for ibe fabric „of our society Ins 
proved ro-bc clasric- cnough.jo absorb all 
strains-and stresses ihatare exerted on our 
social system, and-there is no need (o as¬ 
sume otherwise for the future. Such small 
!; steps for a fruitful dialogue, rational 
and divorced from any demography, 
' can alsp strengthen the position of both 
negotiating .teams,, ihc; Jordanian and 
. the Palestinian in the arduous process 
. : of negotiating peace with Israel- . 
Again, otic.has..to be reminded that 
peace still-remains an illusive- conwpt. but so 
long as humanity is alive, mankind .lives with hope, 
and peace is a worthwhile ideal to live and fight.for. 
It is not chough that we should only settle our own 
inter-Arab position regarding the question of peace, 
but also wc should shed our blinkers, and rid our¬ 
selves from the Myopia that affects the vision 
of many of our country men. - 

The peace process, is not fc/rtbe transforma¬ 
tion of our country -into a large theme park for 
the benefit of cheap tourism. It is nor also, for 
creating a dumping ground for. every undesirable in¬ 
dustry. rejected by civilization. The peace process is 
for the liberation of land, territory, and above all of 
Arabs and Israelis alike. It k a sacred oath for the 
martyrs of our land, to create the New Arab man liv¬ 
ing m pride, dignity, and freedom.. 

As for the martyrs of the Intifada, and all martyrs of 
oppression and brutality: "Dulcc -et Decorum cst pm 
Patna More. ■ >. . .. 


Khairi Janbek is a Jordanian historian and re¬ 
searcher. 


The specter of Islam 


A reality or a 


.r\». »i .'i *.i, •«.- 


The Islamic threat: Myth or 
Reality? John Esposito. Lon¬ 
don: Oxford University 

Press. 


IN A PRESS conference given 
on 31 January, Iran's President 
Hashemi Rafsanjani expressed 
fears that the new Clinton ad¬ 
ministration planned Co target 
Iran rather titan Iraq as the 
main threat to stability in the 
Middle East The CIA, he 
maintained, indicated that' it 
saw Islamic fundamentalism as 
a more serious threat to Ameri¬ 
can interests than the expan¬ 
sionist aspirations of Saddam 
Hussein. American and Euro¬ 
pean apprehensions of a ubiqui¬ 
tous Islamic threat are equalled 
only by a widespread Muslim 
conviction of a carefully or¬ 
chestrated Western plot to de¬ 
stroy Islam in a reprise of the 
Crusades. 

The end of the Cold War left 
the superpowers with what may 
be termed a "threat gap," a gap 
which journalists, politicians, 
and assorted pundits have not 
been slow to fill with "the spec¬ 
tre of Islam." If our collective 
memories were longer, the 
sense of Christendom facing Is¬ 
lam across the Mediterranean 
or the Balkan states would 
seem a matter of routine. The 
Ottoman Empire was dismem¬ 
bered only 75 years ago. And 
flic Gulf war was only die latest 
in a series of modem clashes in 
which Western armies con¬ 
fronted Muslim: Algeria, Suez, 
Aden, and Afghanistan are far 
from distant memories. What is 
most disturbing is not the fact, 
of confrontation, but the higb 
degree of mutual incomprehen¬ 


sion that it drags m 
its wake. It is the 
purpose of John Es¬ 
posito's book to take 
the outsider inside, 
to dismantle stereo¬ 
types and myths in 
favour of a balanced 
view of what is hap¬ 
pening within Islam¬ 
ic countries sand in 
the Islamicist move¬ 
ments that provide 
most of the fuel for 
our fears of Muslim 
fanaticism, it is es¬ 
sentially a book 
aimed at the intelli¬ 
gent beginner, with 
some basic informa¬ 
tion about Islam, 
Westem-Islamic re¬ 
lations and modem A Muslim 
Middle Eastern his¬ 
tory. 

Many books published on 
this subject in recent years have 
tended to take extreme posi¬ 
tions, either playing to fears of 
an Islamic peril (as in John Laf- 
fin's The Dagger of Islam) or 
exonerating Muslims of all evil 
and laying all the blame for the 
confrontation on the imperialis¬ 
tic WesL Esposito tries to walk 
a middle course, but if the book 
has a central theme, it is that Is¬ 
lam is not a monolith and that, 
in failing to understand this. 
Western policy-makers have 
been unable to refine their re¬ 
sponses according to the great 
variety of religious and politi¬ 
cal positions held by different 
groups and leaders in the Mus¬ 
lim world. To place tire policies 
and beliefs of say, Libya, Saudi 
Arabia, (Iran, and Pakistan in a 
single container labelled "Is- 







Western support for liberal re¬ 
gimes in the Muslim world. 
"The realities of colonialism 




speaker a r °hy in Amman 


lam" or "Islamic fundamental¬ 
ism" is to do serious injustice to 
very real differences. 

Esposito sedulously avoids 
use of die term "fundamental-, 
ism" as "too laden with Chris¬ 
tian presuppositions and West¬ 
ern stereotypes, as well as 
implying a monolithic threat 
that does not exist." Instead, he 
speaks of "Islamic revivalism" 
and "Islamic activism." His 
fifth chapter. "Islamic Organi¬ 
sations: Soldiers of God" rang¬ 
es widely through the Muslim 
Brotherhood (Ikhwan al- 
Muslimin) of Banna and Qutb, 
Mawdudi's Jamaat-i.. Islami, 
Egyptian revolutionary groups, 
the Lebanese AMAL and Hiz- 
bollah, and tire Tunisian Islam¬ 
ic Tendency Movement. 

AH ofifhis is set against a ■ 
background of unremitting 


Western interference jn Middle 
Eastern affairs, domestic op¬ 
pression. poverty'and overpop¬ 
ulation. TTie success of the Is- 
lamicists in providing not only 
political opposition to discredit¬ 
ed regimes, but also an alterna¬ 
tive source of health care, so¬ 
cial services and educatidn is 
revealing. "In recent years," Es¬ 
posito writes, "most Islamic 
movements have moved toward 
a populist, participatory, plural¬ 
ities political stance, champion¬ 
ing democratization, .human 
rightsv' and economic reform. - " 
Esposito is undoubtedly correct 
in arguing that Western atti¬ 
tudes to tiie movement of ;Is- 
iamioreforni are charged With a 
.heavy weight of past prejudic¬ 
es, and that enthusiasm for de¬ 
mocracy m Eastern Europe con¬ 
trasts sharply with continued 


and imperialism, although for* 
gotten or conveniently over¬ 
looked by many in the West 
are part of its living legacy..." 

• Esposito places his faith in 
the ability of Islam to diversify 
and to adapt itself to new ideas, 
as happened to the Judaic- 
Christian tradition in the West. 
But I think this is Where Ttis 
otherwise accurate analysis 
• break's down. To tire extent that 
Western society reinterpreted 
itself and developed the ideals 
'inherent.in liberal democracy, it 
underwent a radical process of 
accumulation. Now, I am happy 
. to accept that a similar process 
may yet take place within'the 
Muslim world, drawing on 
ideals -within Islamic tradition; 
but proper liberalization and 
secularization.. 

-; I am happy to accept that a 
similar process may yet take 
place within tire Muslim world, 
drawing on Ideals within Islam¬ 
ic. tradition;.bur proper liberali¬ 
zation -and secularization will 
necessarily-entall the erosion of 
religious influence — which is 
precisely thcdeclinc modem Is- 
lamtcisL movement seek to ar¬ 
rest, ^ : 

; Itraaybethat, in the end, the 
real struggle of the next century 
will not be'SO much one be¬ 
tween-Islam and the West as a 
.more;-diversified contest be- 
. tween various forms of secular 
- liberalism and ideological abso¬ 
lutism. Given past experience, 
it struggle -of some sort seems 
inevitable. ■ : - 

. •• •. The Independent 


The house of totalitarianism 


The Palace of Dreams. By Is¬ 
mail Khadare. London: 
Collins, Harvttl 


"THE TASK of onr Palace of 
Dreams, which was created 
directly by the reigning Sul¬ 
tan, is to classify and examine 
not the isolated dreams of 
certain individuals — such as 
those who in the past were for 
one reason or another grant¬ 
ed the privilege, and who in 
practice enjoyed the monopo¬ 
ly, or prediction through in¬ 
terpretation of divine omens 
— but the "Tahir 1 as a whole: 
in other words, all the dreams 
of all citizens without excep¬ 
tion. This is a vast enterprise, 


beside which the orade of Del¬ 
phi and the predictions of all 
foe hordes of prophets and 
magicians in foe past are deri¬ 
sory. * 

The idea behind foe Sove¬ 
reign's creation of the Tahir is 
that Allah looses a forewarn¬ 
ing dream on foe world as a 
casually as He unleashes a 
flash- of lightning or draws a 
rainbow or suddenly sends a 
comet dose to ns, drawn from 
the mysterious depths of foe 
Universe. 

He dispatches a signal to the 
earth without bothering about 
where It will land; He is too 
far away to be concerned with 
such details. It is up to us to 


find out where foe dream has 
come to earth — to flush it 
out from among millions, bil¬ 
lions of others, as one might 
look for ‘a pearl lost in foe 
desert. For the interpretation 
of that dream fallen like a 
Stray spark into foe brain of : 
one out ofoniilloris of sleepers,' 
may help to save the country 
or, its Sovereign from disas¬ 
ter; may help to avert war or 
plague or to create new ideas. 

So-the Palace of Dreams is . 
no mere whim or fancy; it is 
one of fofcpiHars of foe.State. 

I is here, better than in any / 
surveys,' statements, or re¬ 
ports committed : by inspec¬ 
tors, policemen or governors : 


of pashaliks, that foe . true ; 
state of the Empire may be 
assessed. For in the nocturnal 
realm of sleep are to be foumf 
both the light arid foe dark¬ 
ness of humanity, its honey 
and Its poison, its greatoess 
and its vulnerability. AH that 
is murky and harmful, or 
that will become so nrVffe.w': 
years or centuries, makes its 
first appearance in men's 
dreams;- ... ... 

Every passion or wicked 
thought, every affliction or _ 

crime, every rebellion dr ca* 
tastrophe necessarily casts its ' 

shadow before it long tnanf-> 

rests itself In real Jlfe. lt was 
for that; reason that the Padfc_ 


-shah decreed that no. dream, 

not even one dreamed in foe 
remote part of the. Empire' on 

foe most drdinary day by the 
most . ‘godforsaken creature, 
must foil tor be' examined by 

tbeTaMrSarraL- 

; And there's another imperial 
order'-lhat fc still more funda¬ 
mental foe. table drawn up nf- 
: jw .^/dreajns' of. every - day, 
week and month, have been 
collected, classified and stud- 
. fed must always be- absolutely 
acafrate,®-- 


111 


lirial 


Mr. hniail Kader, who is - an Jt" 
'Albanian' exBefiving hr Paris, 1 • 
baot just one a major prize for: - 
this literary piece., ^ r ; 
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Mubarak and the fundamentalists: 


I 


The role 



outside powers 


I 


PRESIDENT MUBARAK has 
blamed Iran and Sudan for fo¬ 
oting violence by Islamic 
militants in an attempt to un¬ 
dermine his moderate, pro- 
western government and de¬ 
stabilise Egypt as "the main pil¬ 
lar of peace" in the region. He 
warned Tehran that Egypt had 
ways of striking back, and told 
Khartoum that he would '“not 
sit on folded hands" if Iran 
used Sudan as a base for mili¬ 
tary . operations. Egypt had 
identified 17 terrorists training 
camps in Sudan, he said. 

Mr Mubarak, is clearly an¬ 
gered by recent attacks on tour¬ 
ists and foreigners in Egypt — 
and by the adverse publicity 
they have generated. "So many 
rumours, so much propaganda 
against Egypt these days," he 
said. "I cannot understand why. 
What is happening in Egypt is 
less than in many other coun¬ 
ties, including Britain. Egypt 
is very safe for tourists. I my¬ 
self have been to Luxor and 
Aswan, without security. The 
people whose livelihoods de¬ 


pend on tourism are furious and 
would like to kill the terrorists. 
But we adhere to the law. I am 
trying to teach people' that de¬ 
mocracy and rule of law are 
stronger than dictatorship." 

Mr Mubarak insists that 
Egypt is a strong and stable 
player in the Middle East, aim¬ 
ing to ensure that die Middle 
East peace talks in Washington 
resume as planned on April 20, 
despite Ihe clash over Israel's 
deportation of Palestinian Is¬ 
lamic activities to Lebanon. 
"We do not want to lose die 
momentum. If we delay the 
talks from April to another 
month, the Americans will get 
fed up, all the other parties will 
get fed up, and the complica¬ 
tions will increase." Mr Muba¬ 
rak last week met President As¬ 
sad of Syria and Yassir Arafat, 
the PLO leader, and wants to 
meet Yitzhak Rabin, die Israeli 
prime minister, "to rind some¬ 
thing to encourage the Palestin¬ 
ians to return to the talks." He 
hinted that the Palestinians, 
who have demanded Israeli as¬ 


surances that deportations will 
not occur again, might be per¬ 
suaded to accept an Israeli 
statement that deportations 
were exceptional. "Mr Rabin 
has already said that what hap¬ 
pened was an extraordinary act, 

not a normal act_but I do not 

want to create embarrassment 
or problems for him. He is a 
very good man." 

Mr Mubarak, a powerfully 
built, ebullient former air force 
commander who has held -of¬ 
fice since the assassination of 
President Sadat in October 
1981, paints a picture of the 
Middle East in which the Egyp- 
tian-Israeli peace treaty which 
Sadat negotiated — and for 
which, arguably, he died — re¬ 
mains the comer-stone of re¬ 
gional stability. The Arab 
world is divided, not only by 
the Israeli issue but also by the 
differences that tore Islamic 
countries apart during the Gulf 
war with Saddam Hussein. For 
Mr Mubarak there is a majori¬ 
ty, led by Egypt, and a trouble¬ 
some anti-Western minority. 


led by Iran, which stirs up un¬ 
rest by exploiting the difficul¬ 
ties of those Arab nations that 
are trying to wean their people 
away -from authoritarian rule in 
favour of democracy and eco¬ 
nomic reform. Warren Christo¬ 
pher, the American Secretary 
of State, tiiis week signalled a 
US. tilt against Tehran by 
branding Iran an international 
outlaw. 

Mr Mubarak said: "When I 
took office in 1981 I met hell¬ 
ish problems — the economy, 
infrastructure, everything was 
in a mess. I am not saying my 
predecessor made mistakes: 
Egypt has suffered four wars, 
after all. But we had to make 
economic reforms which took a 
lot of money, a lot of debts. We 
are nor a rich country." Egypt 
receives more than $2 billion a 
year in American aid, and has 
;asked the International Mone- 
: tary Fund not to impose too 
strict conditions on further aid. 
-"Sewage was running on the 
streets of Cairo. We were in a 
■' mess. I told the people very 



Mobarak pointing his finger of blame at Iran and Sudan 


clearly, in language they could 
understand: we have to take 
some very bitrer medicine, oth¬ 
erwise we will die." The lifting 
of subsidies on basic commodi¬ 
ties has caused social unrest 
over the years, and Mr Muba¬ 
rak admits there were "social 
side effects. The Iranians, and 
some others, seized the oppor¬ 
tunity to create problems for 
us." 

Egyptian Islamic fanatics 
who had been righting for the 
Mujahidin in Afghanistan were 
trained "to do dirty work 
against us" after die Afghan 
war ended. "These people used 
to get 1,500 dollars a month in 
Peshawar (in Pakistan), full 
board — clothing, food, as if in 
a hotel. Now they take small 
amounts of money — 30, 40, 


50 dollars — to throw a bomb 
here, make some explosions 
there." 

Since last summer, when the 
first attacks on foreign tourists 
in Egypt were launched at Kar- 
nak, there have been repeated 
bomb attacks, including explo¬ 
sions at the pyramids'and the 
Cairo museum. Egypt's tourist 
revenues have plummeted, and 
there have been attacks on for¬ 
eign residents and their fami¬ 
lies. 

Some of the extreme Islamic 
groups, notablyAl Gamaa A1 Is- 
lamiya, owe alliegancc to 
Sheikh Omar Abdel Rahman, 
the cleric who urges Arabs on 
to acts of extremism from exile 
in America and has been linked 
to the World Trade Centre 
bombing in New York in Feb¬ 


ruary. The group is also alleged 
to receive Saudi support, and to 
have used Sudan. Algeria 
(which last week broke olTrcla- 
tions with Iran). Tunisia and 
Libya as havens." 

The president dismisses sug¬ 
gestions that the campaign to 
overthrow him and create a rad¬ 
ical Islamic republic in Egypt 
could ever succeed. "My gov¬ 
ernment" is very strong. We are 
a cornerstone in the area. We 
have the support of the whole 
country, except for some people 
who do not undcrsuind the situ¬ 
ation. who arc being paid mon¬ 
ey. Which is this Abdel- 
Rahman? I had no idea who he 
was until I saw him on CNN. 
He is just insulting his country. 
He is not a nationalist. 

Can Egypt counteract a cam¬ 


paign which has the bucking of 
Iran, a country with ambitions 
as a regional superpower? "Inin 
thinks it can destabilise our 
country. But it will be difficult 
for them. Besides, we are capa¬ 
ble of creating problems in Iran 
in return. We could do it. We 
have ways and means. But we 
arc not that kind of people, vve 
arc peaceful, we do not like 
bloodshed. Even the militants 
who arc being used against u> 
arc innocent. They arc brain¬ 
washed and told that Mubarak's 
government is not Muslim. 
Hah! We are belter Muslims 
than the Iranians are." 

As for Sudan, which borders 
on Egypt and has strong ties to 
Tehran. Mr Mubarak vjiJ ihere 
were 30 terrorist training camps 
in Sudan disguised us working 
famts. "and we know 17 of 
them." Because they were large 
cultivated ureas rather than b:ir- 
raeks. it was difficult to take ac¬ 
tion. "Whenever you say 'you 
have terrorist camps' they say 
'no. come and see, you will just 
see works in the field. 1 So I am 
watching them." 

Does he ever worry that his 
stand against inililanis bearing 
bombs and guns might bring 
him the kind of retribution that 
killed Sadat? Mr Mubarak 
smiles philosophically, and re¬ 
calls that lie was sitting next to 
Sadat when the assassins 
struck. "1 do nut tear death. If 
President Mubarak left the 
scene, the next president would 
not bend his neck either. As a 
military man. I have already 
met death several times. I am 
not afraid. Our life is but a 
short trip through this world: 
we should understand this." ■ 
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Torture and humiliation: 

A day in the life of the , 
trial of the Brotherhood 


in Egypt 


By Robert Fisk 


ARMED KEMAL .Mohamed 
clung to'the bars of his cage. 
'Torture!" he shouted at me. 
"They tortured us all. Three 
months ago, they took me to 
the security prison, stripped 
me. blindfolded me, tied my 
hands behind by back and used 
electricity on me for more than 
10 days." The 25-year-old agri¬ 
cultural student from Qena in 
upper Egypt was shrieking to 
be heard above his 42 fellow 
prisoners, all dressed in white 
behind the bars. " They put 
wires on my chest and private 
parts until I screamed. And I 
am innocent I have done noth¬ 
ing. I know nothing," he said. 

Ten allegations of torture re¬ 
peated at the Egyptian Army's 
Supreme Court in the desert 
east of Cairo are as credible as 
the protestations of innocence 
are all purpose and all- 
consuming. Ahmed Mohamed 
smiled bleakly. "I speak Eng¬ 
lish _ good English," he said. 
'1 am an educated man. Why 
am I here?" Around him as he 
spoke, the prisoners chanted 
from the Koran and shouted 
"Allahu Akbar." 

An older man with a thin, as¬ 
cetic face leaned towards Mo¬ 
hamed and muttered in his ear. 

know notiiing — lam inno¬ 
cent," he replied. But I didn't 
ask if he was innocent I asked 
about Sheikh Omar. There was 
further discussion behind the 
double layer of iron bars and 
chain netting. Then Ahmed 
Mohamed turned towards me 
again. "Sheikh Omar is a guide 
for all Muslims, for all groups 
of Muslims," he said slowly. 
"He is a spiritual leader for all 
Muslims." And the future of 

Egypt . 

Another prisoner pressed 
himself to the bars of the cage, 
his nose misshapen by die met¬ 
al neL "the Egyptian people 
will have a Muslim govern¬ 
ment. They want a Muslim 
government The Egyptian peo¬ 
ple hate die government today 
and they want Islamic taw. 
Then another prisoner, tall and 
bearded, towering over us from 
within his iron prison. "Why 
arc we here?" he roared. "We 
are Muslims — that is why war 
are here. We follow the Sharia 
so Mubarak locks us up. Like 
Sadat" 

President Sadat's shadow is 
never faraway when General 
Mohamed Wagdi A1 Laithi, tire 
Egyptian army? senior legal of¬ 
ficer, holds court from his 
wooden dais at the Haekestap 
military camp. Flanked by 
bored, middle-aged colonels 
and majors he represents all 
that the prisoners despise: secu- 


and ahso- ] 
determina-- 


lar power. 
Western tradi¬ 
tion 
lute 

tion to see this 
trial through to 
the end. Gener¬ 
al Al Laithi and 
his men are 
clean-shaven, 
impeccable in 
their khaki uni¬ 
forms, hair 
smartly 

combed, badg¬ 
es of rank glint¬ 
ing on their 
shoulders. The 
defence council 
is made up of 
bearded Isla¬ 
mists who shuf¬ 
fle towards the 
dais in uni¬ 
roned black le¬ 
gal robes, in 



"We didn't kill any of the tourists' 


many cases personal friends of 
the accused. 

One of the leading lawyers 
for the defence, Mamdouh Is¬ 
mail, admitted to me proudly 
that he had been accused of in¬ 
volvement in President Sadat's 
assassination, that he was a per¬ 
sonal friend of Sheikh Omar 
Abdul-Rahman. T shared a cell 
with him after the killing of Sa¬ 
dat," the bespectacled lawyer 
told me. "We were accused to¬ 
gether. Khaled al-lslambouly 
(who shot Sadat dead on 6 Oc¬ 
tober 1981). was in my cell too. 
Of course I knew him." It later 
transpires that Hisham Abdul 
Zahir, one of the 43 prisoners 
in the iron cage, was earlier im¬ 
prisoned for 10 years for his 
part in the Islamic riots in A&- 
siut that followed Sadat's mur¬ 
der. 

In the Haekestap courtroom, 
therefore. General AI Laithi is 
the immovable object of Presi¬ 
dent Mubarak's avowedly Mus¬ 
lim but very definitely pro- 
Wes tern government The pris¬ 
oners, chanting and crying be¬ 
hind their bars, are the unstopa- 
ble force of pan-Islamic 
militancy in Egypt Or so both 
sides would have you believe. 
Painted on a blackboard to the 
right of General AI Laithi is the 
staterijenc "Justice is the basis 
for ruling-" Which is why, eve- 
ry rime the general marches 
into court, the prisoners cry 
out, as one: "One God can 
nile." 

The charges read out at the 
weekend were distinctly secu¬ 
lar that the accused had 
opened fire on a tourist bus; 
had opened fire on a tourist 
boat in the river Nile had con¬ 
spired to set off explosives and, 
tiie most dangerous accusation 
of all — becaue it canies the 
death penalty — that they 


planned to overthrow the legiti¬ 
mate government of Egypt As 
each charge was read to each of 
the prisoners, they would khout 
back at once: "This did not hap¬ 
pen," "This is a lie," "I wasn't 
there." On one occasion the ac¬ 
cused replied "Not guilty" be¬ 
fore tiie charge was read ool 

Bags of bloodstained cloth¬ 
ing were produced for tiie de¬ 
fence to examine while Mo¬ 
hammed Hussein, a huge, 
white clothed figure hauled 
from the cage, was ortlered to 
try on a bloody jacket allegedly 
found in his home. It did not 
fit One of the accused' claimed 

— correctly, it seems — that he 

had been in prison at tiie time 
of the crimes. Most said that 
they had been tortured in custo¬ 
dy. ; 

The General promised a full 
inquiry into each allegation — 
a hopiess promise if recent hu¬ 
man-rights reports on Egyptian 
prisons are anything tb go by 

— and demanded, with grow¬ 
ing impatience, that the trial 
should proceed. - "Let's stop 
wasting time," he barked when 
Saad Hassanballah, the leading 
defence council, complained 
for tiie umpteenth time that he 
had not been sent all the rele¬ 
vant files by the military court, 
that some of bis files bad miss¬ 
ing pages and that many pages 
had been photocopied dozens 
of times and inserted instead of 
die originals. "We need more 
time," he pleaded: : 

It was a tactic that the general, 
well understood. He insisted 
(hat "It is in your benefit that 
the trial goes faster — then tiie 
sooner fee innocent can be set 
free." One of the-, prisoners 
shouted back: "Why must we 
hurry when our lives are at 
stake?" Indeed, the accused in¬ 
terrupted almost every sentence 
of the judge, a theatrical refrain 


that has become part of their 
delaying tactics as well as the 
propaganda for their cause. - 

"I was tortured," came a 
shout from the cage. "I should 
not be here." The general 
pursed his lips with impatience. 
"First we have to bear the law¬ 
yers," he replied "Then well 
listen to anybody else who has 
to add anything. The defendant 
is annocent until proven guilty. 
The sooner we go through the 
procedures, tiie sooner these 
matters wOl be resolved 1 . 1 • 

But speed, of course, was hot 
at praongrs Wanted ag 
__ '. ^wwil d &m a 

points," one of them interrupt¬ 
ed. "Just simple requests about 
moving us from one prison to 
another. I am a lawyer called 
Mustapha Khalil. We have 
asked to be moved from tiie ci¬ 
vilian prison where we are be¬ 
ing tortured to a military pris¬ 
on." General Al Lathi tried to 
interrupt in his turn, but to no 
avail. 

'The proper procedures must 
be followed," tiie general 
hissed, "I have been tortured in 
Alexandria," cried yet another. 
"I need medical treatment after 
the torture and they refused it 
to -me." The prisoner was 
brought to the dais to display 
his leg wounds to General Al 
Laithi. I was brought to the dais 
to display his leg wounds to 
Genera] Al Laithi. "I was fish¬ 
ing in a boat on the Nile when 
they attacked the bus," a man 
shouted. "I was in Sohag hospi¬ 
tal when the attacks happened." 
came gnother refrain. 

No-sooner did the general at¬ 
tempt to continue his reading of 
the charges than he was beset 
with more demands — for the 
return of confiscated prison 
books and Koreans, die return 
of civilian clothes to the prison¬ 
ers, the provision of medicine. 
The defence council observed 
all this with satisfaction as the 
general scratched the top of his 
well-groomed head with a pen¬ 
cil. "Don't talk until we give 
you permission," General AI 
Laithi eventually hawled back, 
to be met by a barrage of Ko¬ 
ranic chants 

But the general was about to 
score a point. He produced five 
videotapes, all made by Egyp¬ 
tian television at the first sitting 
of die court, in which several 
named prisoners — happy for 
publicity — called for the over¬ 
throw of the government. 
’These tapes will not be used 
as evidence against .the, ac¬ 
cused," the general announced 
bleakly. 

There was silence in court. 
Then military: policemen led in 
seven peasants -from upper 
Egypt, still', in tfaer fellah in 
(peasant) robes and turbans, 
along with a woman cowled in 
black. "These are witnesses," 
die general proclaimed as the 
eight figures cowered under die 
hostile gaze of the defendants. 
Hie prisoners should have been 
frightened but h was the wit¬ 
nesses who appeared doomed. 
How long, after all, would wit- 
nenesses be allowed to survive 
if they betrayed tiie Al Gamaaf 
Al Islamiya? ■ 


’ The Independent 


Rafik Al Hariri: 

The miracle man of 


modem Lebanon 


j|^ Jpy^ulian Qzanne 


RAFIK AL-HARIRI. the 48- 
year-old Muslim prime minis¬ 
ter of Lebanon, appears too 
good to be true. The billionaire 
businessman has given up his 
role as head of a multinational 
corporation with interests in 
three continents for a thankless 
job with one of the shortest life 
expectancies in the world. 

.Over the next five years he 
has set himself the task of re¬ 
building his war-ravaged coun¬ 
try as fee financial and trading 
capital of fee Middle East 

His rags-to-riches rise has 
taken him from a lowly farm¬ 
ing background to membership 
of the Forbes 100 list of 
wealthy individuals, with a per¬ 
sonal fortune estimated at be¬ 
tween $4bn-$6bn. Of that, he 
gives nearly $90m a year to 
charity, mostly in the form of 
scholarships to poor Arabs. 

Since his appointment as 
prime minister five months 
ago, thousands of Lebanese 
from across fee country's politi¬ 
cal and religious divide have 
rallied to fee ban wife fee Mi¬ 
das touch. For many Christians 
and Muslims, the portly prime 
minister, known as "The 
Sheikh" or 'The Uncle," has 
become a symbol of renewed 
optimism — a personification 
of the country's belief in its 
own renaissance. Across Beirut 
shopkeepers display his photo¬ 
graph in their windows and 
Lebanese newspapers have 
dubbed him "Mr Miracle." 

T was suspicious about him 
at first," says Ms Rima Tara- 
bay, an assistant to fee presi¬ 
dent who used to fight with the 
Christian Lebanese Forces 
against Muslem militiamen 
during fee civil war. "But he is 
what he says he is. He is fee 
only man who can do fee job." 

Mr Hariri himself believes he 
is the only man who can pre¬ 
side oyeF fee restoration of 
Lebanon —. a 'country almost 
synonymous wife civil war, ter¬ 
rorism and disintegration. In re¬ 
marks to donors, diplomats and 
journalists, he often says. "I 
want to go down in history as 
fee man who rebuilt Beirut" 

In a recent interview he said: 
'T think I can serve my country 
and make a difference. I have 
done a lot of unusual things. I 
had power without being in this 
position and I don't need fee 
position to have power." 

Mr Hariri has set a brisk pace 
on the road to reconstruction. 
He, and his team of "techno¬ 
crats," are starting to get to 
grips with an economy deci¬ 
mated by corruption, poverty 
and mismanagement The 


prime, minister has 
Speeded up a $5bn 
public and private 
investment pro¬ 
gramme to repair 
fee country's infra¬ 
structure and re¬ 
built fee capital. 

As a sign of 
confidence in the 


new government 
Lebanese busi¬ 


nessmen repatriat¬ 
ed at least $700m 
of fee estimated 
$30bn-$40bn held 
abroad in fee first 
three months of 
Mr Hariri's gov¬ 
ernment allowing 
fee country to Rafik Al Hariri 
erase last year's 
balance of pay¬ 
ments deiiciL The Lebanese 



pound has been stabilised and 
efforts are under way to slash a 
1982 budget deficit of 
LBl,200bn ($6.9bn). Next 
month, the government will 
meet representatives of western 
donor countries in Paris to seek 
up to $2.25bn for a three-year 
programme to repair and up¬ 
grade electricity, telephone, wa¬ 
ter and other main services. 

Mr Hariri has also begun to 
restore the tarnished image of 
Lebanon abroad. Hie armed 
militias who once ran make¬ 
shift roadblocks across the city 
and terrorised the capital have 
been disarmed. In what has be¬ 
come a mark of his govern¬ 
ment, Mr Hariri talks constantly 
about re-establishing fee rule of 
law and a moral code of con¬ 
duct. 

"We have a choice, cither live 
according to force or according 
to the rule of law. Now in Leba¬ 
non we are trying to restore the 
rule of both domestic and inter¬ 
national law. That is fee only 
way civilised people can live, 
otherwise fee world will be a 
Jungle." . _ 

Mr Hann peppers his speech 
with worlds like "ethics." "mo¬ 
rals" and "principle” as he pac¬ 
es around his study, occasional¬ 
ly feeling fee Islamic prayer 
beads sniffed into the waistcoat 
pocket of his suit 

His words appear to be bear¬ 
ing fruit. Mr Hariri's campaign 
to rehabilitate his country took 
a leap forward last month when 
Mr Warren Christopher, fee US 
Secretary of State, became fee 
first senior US official to visit 
Beirut in nearly a decade. 

The restoration of confidence 
been boosted by fee way 
Hariri and his team talk 
about rebuilding Lebanon as if 
they arc about to pur up a small 
office block in Texas, "if things 
go well, bv 1996 we will have 


has 

Mr 


an airport which will handle 
6m-7m passengers a year, 1,5m 
telephones lines. 3.000 MW of 
electricity and we should have 
solved fee problem of fee dis¬ 
placed people and have a train 
system across the country," he 
said. "This is not a dream. It is 
real. 

This grandiose vision is more 
believable from a man who 
started his working life as a 
teacher and part-time accoun¬ 
tant in Saudi Arabia and who 
now owns one of the biggest 
construction companies in fee 
Arab world, as well as banks, 
hotels, and properties across 
Europe and the US. Most of his 
fortune was made building ho¬ 
tels, cities and palaces in Saudi 
Arabia. He owns homes in Lon¬ 
don. New York. Paris, Monaco 
and Riyadh. 

But while his corpora^ ap¬ 
proach to solving seemingly in¬ 
tractable problems has its ad¬ 
vantages, it can also be a 
weakness. As the honeymoon 
of his premiership draws to a 
close. Mr Hariri is beginning to 
realise that running a country is 
not as easy as running a con¬ 
glomerate. 

His style remains very much 
feat of a tycoon — short nights, 
long days starting wife "power 
breakfasts" wife a handful of 
closest aides, telephone 
on portable cellular 
phones, an impatience with 
problems and a tendency to ex¬ 
pect his instructions to be car¬ 
ried out promptly. 

Sometimes he dips into his 
private funds to spited up the 
work programme. His company 
paid for fee master plan for fee 
$2.5bn-$3bn private sector re¬ 
development of downtown Bei¬ 
rut which aspires to remake fee 
city into fee "Paris of the Mid¬ 
dle East." 

"His "get things done" execu¬ 
tive style of government, has. 


his 

calls 


however, already landed him in 
trouble with Lebanon’s political 
class, anxious ‘.a protect its 
vested interests. Earlier, he 
clashed with President Elias 
Hrawi, a Maronite-Christian. 
over civil service appointments. 
Mr Hariri had failed to consult 
sufficiently with the president. 
The clash ’ now resolved, led to 
a temporary attack on the Laba- 
nese pound by speculators and 
symbolised fee lingering suspi¬ 
cion of fee Maronite-Christian 
community about fee increas¬ 
ing power of fee prime minis¬ 
ter's office. 

In an admission of fee diffi¬ 
culties in navigating fee unfa¬ 
miliar world of politics Mr Ha¬ 
riri said: "Running your own 
business, you are fee master of 
yourself. Hcrc, you have to 
consult much more." 

Any solution to fee political 
and economic problems of Leb¬ 
anon will involve hammering 
out a peace agreement wife Is- 
racl. under which Israel will 
withdraw its troops from its 
self-declared security zone in 
south Lebanon. Without an Is¬ 
rael withdrawal. Mr Hariri will 
find it hard to counteract fee 
Islamic fundamentalist group 
Hizbollnh. which continues to 
resist fee Israeli occupation, 
and to press for the withdrawal 
of the 40.000 Syrian troops 
throughout fee country to fee 
Bcka'a Valley. Without these 
two signs of progress, he will 
be unable to win over die Chris¬ 
tian community. Political stabil¬ 
ity and economic development 
w'ill remain elusive. 

"Don't underestimate the Is¬ 
raeli occupation in the south of 
Lebanon. This is our major ob¬ 
stacle," Mr Hariri said. "It is as 
if wc had a poison bullet in our 
body. If there is occupation, 
there is resistance, and reaction 
to resistance. 

Mr. Christopher's visit un¬ 
doubtedly boosted Mr Hariri's 
drive for a solution to this prob¬ 
lem and for Lebanon's bid to be 
accepted in the family of civil¬ 
ised nations. 

Many observers agree feat 
Mr Hariri has given his country 
its best opportunity for peace 
and economic resuscitation 
since fee civil war began in 
1975. Whether feat opportunity 
is grasped depends largely on 
the domestic and international 
response to his call for fee re¬ 
turn of the rule of international 
law to fee region. 

"I cannot imagine life with¬ 
out principle or law," he said. 
"Nothing can go on without a 
basis of religion. Jaw, principle 
and morals. I cannot imagine 
life and work without that." ■ 


The Financial Times 
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Study shows labor problems j Arab food 
were evident before eruption of j industries come 


Business Chronicle 


Edited by Bilal Hifitnn 


Alas! 


Gulf crisis 


By a Star Staff Writer 

FORMER EXECUTIVE Sec¬ 
retary of ESCWA. Dr Tyseer 
Abd El Jaber has just published 
a study on the movement of la¬ 
bor between Arab countries, 
which was published in Ad 
Dusrour daily on the eve of the 
convening of the 20th Confer¬ 
ence of the Arab Labor Minis¬ 
ters. The study deals with re¬ 
cent developments in the field 
of labor migration. 

Dr Abd El Jaber pointed out 
that the total population of the 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) in 1991 was 20.7 mil¬ 
lion — of which a large num¬ 
ber were foreign workers — 
with a GNP of $180 billion. 

Further to this, the GCC 
share of the Arab GNP was 43 
percent, although proportion¬ 
ally they make up a tiny part of 
the Arab world. This has creat¬ 
ed great inequalities especially 
in income distribution dividing 
it along rich and poor states 
throughout the Arab world, the 
study states. 

According to the study, Iraq 
was one of the many countries 
that received great numbers of 
workers reaching about 2 mil¬ 
lion by the end of the 1980s al¬ 
though this figure dropped 
largely because of Gulf Crisis 
and War. 

According to Dr Abd El Ja¬ 
ber, Saudi Arabia was the larg¬ 
est market for foreign labor, 
where expatriate workers in the 
oil kingdom made up 55 per¬ 
cent of the total number of for¬ 
eign workers in the Gulf re¬ 
gion. 

Most Gulf countries depend¬ 



ed completely on foreign labor. 

For instance, 89.7 percent of 
the working force in the United 
Arab Emirates were foreigners. 

The study concludes that 
there was a gap in the levels of 
incomes and salaries between 
the Gulf states and the rest of 
the Arab countries. As a result 


labor importing countries re¬ 
sorted to tough policies regard¬ 
ing visas and salaries, where 
higher salaries were paid to na¬ 
tive citizens, regardless of their 
qualifications. 

According to the study, the 
Asian and Arabian labor force 
made up the main bulk of the 


labor population working in the j 
Gulf states during the 1970s. j 
By the 1980s both categories 
constituted about 47 percent of j 
the total foreign work force, [ 
while US and European work- i 
ers were about 5 percent. j 

Dr Abd El Jaber believes that 
the worst development that in¬ 
fluenced the movement of la¬ 
bor among the Arab states was 
the sudden return of more than 
1.5 million Arab expatriates 
from the Gulf (mainly Kuwait) 
as a result of the Gulf Crisis I 
and War. j 

At least 731,000 Yemeni j 
workers were obliged to leave 
Saudi Arabia, while at least 
250,000 Palestinian and Jorda- J 
nian workers left Kuwait and j 
390,000 Egyptians fled Iraq . i 

The study shows that those { 
who were private sector em- : 
ployees suffered the most dur¬ 
ing the Gulf Crisis especially 
those who worked in banks and 
large companies. i 

According to Dr Abd El Ja- 1 
ber, the mass return of Arab 
workers to their countries creat¬ 
ed problems beyond the indi¬ 
vidual plight of these workers. 
The returnees became a major 
issue before their respective 
governments that were not 
ready to face the repatriation of 
expatriate work force of such 
magnitude. 

Dr Abd El Jaber concludes 
his study by saying that we 
must admit that the problems 
related to die movement of la¬ 
bor in the region and which 
came to light after the Gulf Cri¬ 
sis were realized long before 
that crisis erupted. ■ 


o n lin e 


By. Pam Dougherty 
Special to The Star 


■ A report published in Cairo 
by the United Arab Economic 
Council, a branch of the Arab 
League, concluded that Arab 
foreign investments may have: 
passed the $SQ0 billion thresh¬ 
old, of which $500 billion be¬ 
long. to GCC countries; Arab 
foreign debt on the other haiid, 
reached $250 billion at the end 
of 199L The report found that 


AROUND 85 per cent of the Arab World's food is imported. 

This means great opportunities for food exporters and equal-, 
ly great challenges for producers within the region who' at 
present are left with just 15 per cent of a $35 billion market. 

The ability of both sides to take better advantage of the mar¬ 
ket will soon be enhanced with work now underway on es¬ 
tablishing a comprehensive Data Bank Centre (DBC) for the - 

food industry. - ,, . 

The DBC is the brain-child of the Baghdad-based Arab .Morocco was reported^on me 
Food Industries Federation, itself itself an institution of the 

Director'General of the DBC, Dr. Jabbar AI Jaff is now . ‘ Tj* SS^^lamiSvSe 
preparing for the official Opening of the centre in Juneand is 5 

confident that within 12 months it will be able to offer con- IS ™Lcs JUL miittnn of 


hold food expenditures, 
in fSfiJaysiaand 

some 30. percent of household j: 
income is spent oft' .fast food.' ^ 
consumption — a 300 percept J 
increase over flic 1970s. 

\ Dr Homed -AL Takrouri, pro- ; 
fessqrof agricuHure’and a died- J 
cian at the University pf Ionian. • *-• 

says ^consumption, bf food has 
increased in cobhtries ami ci': * 
dies as women become mercas- - 
uigly Involved In booming job- 
markets." He : said, because 



Economic blockade hurts Palestinians, 
but shakes Israeli economy 


Continued from page one 

raeli-based employment. Jon 
Immanual wrote in the Jerusa¬ 
lem Post that "a month's clo¬ 
sure could see the onset of hun¬ 
ger in the territories." He said 
that while 70 percent of fami¬ 
lies in the West Bank have cul¬ 
tivable land. Gaza families 
have 4 percent. He concluded 
that West Bankers should be 
able to weather a closure long¬ 
er. 

Doubtful of Israeli persis- 
tancc on closure policy, Am¬ 
man-based economist Dr Fahcd 
Al Fanck told The Star that Is¬ 
rael will back off from its deci¬ 
sion. He explained that if it 
were able to replace them with 
emigrants, it would have done 
so in earlier times. "No one in 
his right mind would believe 
that Israel was giving employ¬ 
ment priorities to Palestinian 
workers." 

On the question of labor im¬ 
portation by the Israelis, Dr Fa- 
nek said, "the option entails 
huge costs in housing and 
transportation." He charged 
that the Israeli announcement is 
merely a psychological instru¬ 
ment. It was voiced to pressure 











An old man in Gaza 

a stoppage of the Intifada. The 
economist denied validity of 
financial indicators that 40 
percent of Palestinian GNP is 
derived from remittances orig¬ 


inating m Israel. ’Those remit¬ 
tances may be cnicial to Ga¬ 
zans but not for die better de¬ 
veloped economy of the West 
Bank, where per capita income 
is higher than in Jordan," Dr 
Fanek; said. 

Dr Fanek's views on the na¬ 
ture of problem imposed by the 
Israeli measure is that it is 
purely an occupation problem. 
’If assumptions that 40 percent 
of GNP originates in Israel, 
GCC-originating remittances 
have been cut off, and the PLO 
experiencing its own version of 
Financial setbacks — which 
they are not — options are not 
available." He explained that 
one cannot expect Westbankers 
to have any options when lack¬ 
ing independence in decisions 
and policy. 'It is up to die oc¬ 
cupation authorities to deal 
with a problem of their own 
making. The world will have 
the Palestinians starve under 
occupation." 

On whether the latest crisis 
would affect Jordan, Dr Fanek 
explained that it shouldn't: "Be¬ 
cause the unemployed in the 
Occupied Territories are not al¬ 
lowed to cross the border to 
Jordan in search of jobs." He 


'concluded drat if such a step is 
taken, it would amount to a 
transfer (massive Palestinian 
expulsion to Jordan) which Jor¬ 
dan will not allow. ■ 


I sultancy services, feasibility studies, solid information on in- 
i sura nee, finance and investment needs, distress cargo signals 
{ and, of course, reliable, comprehensive and up-to-dte statis- 
i tics on prices and availability of all the elements needed in 
| food production and marketing including food regulations 
! an tariffs. Dr. Al Jaff hopes that in time suppliers will see the 
system as "the way" to send information to the region. 

Ail information will be available on-line and through a 
range of daily and weekly press releases. Dr. Al Jaff says 
plans also call for the establishment of 22 regional offices 
j with on-line connections to the centre, enabling subscribers 
to get instant information at the cost of a local telephone call 
and for an annual conference on each sector annually, to be 
held throughout the Arab region. 

Dr. Al Jaff puts the estimated running costs of the centre 
at $1 million annually but he is confident that it will have at 
least 15,000 subscribers within its first year. He has already. 
found a way of drastically reducing the establishment costs 
of the centre. 

The industry has been divided Into38 sectors such as con-, 
fectionery, meat, cereals, fruit and vegetables and m^jor in¬ 
ternational companies specializing in each field have been in¬ 
vited to sponsor the establishment to their sector of the data 
bank. 

They will provide both finance and technical assistance in 
assembling data on their section, most of it already available 
in established data banks elsewhere, and in return will get 
what Dr. Al Jaff calls "a birds eye view of the sector before 
any of their competitors. He says interest in the scheme has 
been high and around 50 per cent of the needed sponsors 
have already been found. 

The basic aim of the project, says Dr. Al Jaff, is to promote 
the maximum level possible of transparency throughout all 
aspects of the food industry. This should enable food export¬ 
ers to develop markets more effectively and to Identify new 
investment prospects. \ 

. For the Arab buyers it offers the chance of a better range 
.hf.goods and cheaper prices both'for finished goods and for 
tile raw materials and equipment they need for manufactur¬ 
ing thus enhancing their prospects in the local market, in in- 
tra-regkmal sales and in exporting!beyond the Arab region. 


in spite of the reduction ofTor- - spend Jess lime in the 

eign . . debt throughout they inevitably have less 

1989,90,91; interest-onac- 'tji^ for'foftd preparation and 
c ° u "^ ^ increasingly to fdsi food to 

reaching $17 billion in .1991-. ^ families: 

Morocco was reported on arc industrial societies and 

- mos L Ncwlv Industrialized Countries 

bl ?? ned d S^S , Jhfr I ASih^o. (Nick lack the necessity fam- 
Thereptg^dtoArabeco- V bonds for gathering ui 
nonuc t^oblems art l®gefy Ac ^ 

8 The GulfWar. the report said «*■* Windups are 
cost the Arab economics. $670 gA»«y *k°**&* »** i * , & 
billion in total damages.; This P™Juce irrw^^ctio^ 
was about 7 percent of the total to the population as well. 
Arab GNP in 1991. Due to re- In the Amman metropolis, Ac 
patrianon of workers from !9SQs saw a .not^inconsiderable 
GCC countries to Jordan, Leba- growth in fost-food wftiblah- 
non, and Yemen in the wake of meats. " . ., 

the Gulf Crisis, unemployment This is part of the worldwide 
in these countries increased by trend of. a "fast-food culture" 
30 percent that bus steadily persisted as the 

The Council estimated that young and teenage consumer 
dial the work force growth rate market expanded, "junk food" 
in 1990 in the Arab countries became flic order of the .day, 
was 25 percent and that pro- with hamburgers and chips be- 
jected employment-age popula- coining (he most favored, 
tion would reach 99 million in "This culture influenced fani- 
the year 2000. - ily life as younger members 

The report stated that the in- preferred to eat with their peer 
Ration rate for 1990/91 was groups rather lhan with their 
about 20 percent, Sudan regis- parents", says Dr Takrouri. 
tering the highest rate at |06' ‘The lower income families arc 
percent , Lebanon.50. percent, another group that consume 
Algeria 23, Iraq 20, and Egypt food, albeit the cheaper 
15 percent kind", says Dr Takrouri. 

The professor stresses that 
Fast food is good fast food docs not meet the 

oj . " ° minimum requirements of a 

IOOu good diet. It usually lacks fibers 

.and does, not supplement vita- 
■ ‘ Recent statistics indicate , mins and minerals while it has 
that fast food consumption in- a very .high cholesterol content. 
Jordan has gone up much high- Such deficiencies, the dietician 
er than the 1970s. In many added, induce ulcers, digestive 
countries, theincrcase in fast .vjrregu lari ties, Cajon inflamma- 
foodeon^ptionbas iiK^eased^iions,-’' regular ? constipation. 

Im> • - 2 • ' n^n.v'n n ' ' * _11L. 


result of the 5 million unem¬ 
ployed Arabs. Four million of 
these ‘unemployed were m 
Egypt, Sudan, Morocco and Al¬ 
geria in 1990. 

The Gulf War, the report said 
cost the Arab economics. $670 
billion in total damages. This 
was about 7 percent of the total 
Arab GNP in 1991. Due to re¬ 
patriation of workers from 
GCC countries to Jordan, Leba¬ 
non, and Yemen in die wake of 
the Gulf Crisis, unemployment 
in these countries increased by 
30 percent 

The Council estimated that 
that die work force growth rate 
in 1990 in the Arab countries 
was 25 percent and that pro¬ 
jected employment-age popula¬ 
tion would reach 99 million in 
the year 2000. - 

The report stated that the in¬ 
flation rate for 1990/91 was 
about 20 percent, Sudan regis¬ 
tering the highest rate at T06' 
percent , Lebanon.50; percent, 
Algeria 23, Iraq 20, and Egypt 
15 percent 

Fast food is good 
food 

■ 1 Recent statistics indicate 
that fast food consumption in 
Jordan has gone up much high¬ 
er than the 1970s. In many 


by dah^erousL'propqraSis. In' 
the United States consumer 
spending cm fast food bites off 
some 40 percent of total house- 


Some of these "diets havirbeen 
linked to cancer in many re¬ 
search centers around the 
world. ■' 


Government to present 
liquor ban draft law to 
next Parliament 




explosion in the Arab World 


Continued from page one 

endorse their petition, before 
His Majesty the King issues a 
Royal Decree calling for an ex¬ 
traordinary session to con¬ 
vene, it seems unlikely that the 
government would consent. 

As a result, the new Parlia¬ 
ment wOl inherit the draft law, 
and it will be up to the incom¬ 
ing deputies to debate, amend, 
pass of reject the controversial 
law. 

Observers say a great deal 
depends on the government to 
convince the House not to 
pass, or amend, the draft law. 
They add that if such a law is 


Swatch communicates! 


THE SEVENTEENTH Interna¬ 
tional Swatch Meeting Fall/ 
Winter 93 for the Middle East 
region was held in Amman be¬ 
tween 5-6 April. 

During this meeting the Fall/ 
Winter 93 Swatch collection 
was presented, and various top¬ 
ics wen: discussed pertaining to 
the communication campaign 
of this new collection both in¬ 
ternationally and regionally. 

On 6 April, Swatch Vice 
Pres idem of Sales on tour in 
the Middle Eastern market. Mr 
Peter Steiner, was available at a 
press conference at the Shmei- 
sani Swatch shop. Mr Steiner 
touched on the Spring/Summer 
93 collection which has recent¬ 
ly arrived to Jordan. This col¬ 
lection under the theme "Part 
of the Art" simply rolls ihe 
Swatch stoiy. 'The Spring/ 
Summer collection is a color¬ 
ful. crazy voyage of adventure 
through worlds as different as 
sport, food and cultural history 
yet linked by a common bond: 
There appeal to an international 
communiiy of human beings. 
And that is the Swatch mes¬ 
sage." 

Part of the art. Mr Steiner ex¬ 
plained. means that Swatch is 
not nnl\ a mechanical watch, 
but rather is part of the global 



When asked about Swatch's 
rugged quality claims, Mr 
Steiner threw his Swatch time¬ 
piece on the shop's ceramic 
floor and stepped on it Then he 
explained to us Swatch's 
unique assembly process: "A 
Swatch does not nave a back 
gasket or sealer, its assembly is 
done top down." 

The Swatch one-year warran¬ 
ty agreement provides for full 
replacement of a customer's 
Swatch. "But the customer is 
getting a Swiss-watch technolo¬ 
gy, and break down — welL it 
shouldn't." ■ 

B.H 


passed, the next step could 
very well be to end commer¬ 
cial banking as we know It 
since It involves charging and 
paying interest or usury. This 
would compromise Jordan's 
credit worthiness worldwide 
and shatter the country's 
chances of an early economic 
recovery. They say that such a 
law, which is tantamount to 
nationalization of industries, 
would deal a devastating blow 
to Jordan’s hopes for foreign 
investments. 

Those who are against pass¬ 
ing the liquor ban law say it 
wOl only encourage smuggling 
and black marke tee ring. They 
say "dry countries” like Saudi 
Arabia and Iran have failed to 
stop alcohol products smug¬ 
gling while the illegal trade 
has made smugglers and dis¬ 
tributors very rich. 

Critics of the law also add 
that shutting down breweries 
would only encourage individ¬ 
uals to manufacture alcohol 
products at home away from 
government legal and health 
control- 

The draft law limits the sale 
of alcohol in public tourist 
places and outlets and only to 
non-Muslims. In addition the 
cabinet can issue a list of addi¬ 
tional exceptions. 

Penalties in the law include 
prison terms ranging Grom one 
to three years and fines rang¬ 
ing from JD 5,000 to 10,000. 


Continued from page one 

been.discussed in other region¬ 
al meetings. But of course each 
one has its own flavor, its own 
regional, distinct identify. And 
it's out hope that the confer- • 
ence here will focus its particu¬ 
lar attention on the several is¬ 
sues that have been outlined..." 
said -UNFPA official Jyoti 
Singhf at the conference's open¬ 
ing at the Royal Cultural Cen¬ 
tre. „ 

Although progress has been 
made > in many population- 
related issues, the future is still 
worrisbme. 

The 'environment, for exam¬ 
ple, has and is being severely 
damaged by increased popula¬ 
tion density. According to a 
study, by Essam EI-Hinnawi of 
the Cairo-based National Re¬ 
search .Center, arable, livable 
land is being eaten up in this 
region where several countries' 
citizens j are concentrated in 
limited areas. Amman, for ex¬ 
ample, was about 20 sgkms in 
1948. 'growing to .about 
528sqknv today but at the ex¬ 
pense of surrounding agricultu¬ 
ral land, j 

Even jf advanced fanning 
techniques are applied in Jor¬ 
dan and all other Arab coun- 
tries, thefy would still be 27 
million people, about 9 per¬ 
cent of the total population, ex¬ 
ceeding ; the region's-'-potential 
food production in 2000, the 
report said; 

Labor migration is anoiher. 


problem debated. It is estimat¬ 
ed that about 6,000 Arab ex¬ 
perts leave the Arab world an¬ 
nually. In the Arab world, Arab 
laborers are being replaced by 
workers From Asia, especially 
in the Gulf Cooperation Coun¬ 
cil countries. 

According to a conference 
report, die replacement is 
spurred partly by lower wages 
and political reasons. 

"From the perspective of the 
foreign migrant community liv¬ 
ing in the Gulf, the Iraqi inva¬ 
sion of Kuwait., was more of a 
disaster for Araba than for 
Asians— Subsequent polariza¬ 
tion in the Arab world gives 
Asian labor exporting countries 
an unexpected opportunity, to 
increase their share of Gulf la¬ 
bour markets still further in the 
coming years," the controver¬ 
sial document said, adding mil- - 
lions will be lost in remittanc¬ 
es. ■ ... 

Central to many discussions 
was the role of women in Tow-.- 
ering population growth rates. 
Delegates agree that .women 
strongly influence their family 
and can inculcate- family plan¬ 
ning ideas. But ffrst, programs 
to educate women, and men, or 
- wome's rights ind capabilities, . 
are needed to. reduce high fer¬ 
tility stemming from cultural 
and social feetbis, such as ear- ■ 
ly marriage: 

: - "Despite all the -rights wom¬ 
en have acquired (on paper>, in- 


the family framework the Arab 
woman's situation is very diffi¬ 
cult," says women activist Na¬ 
dia Farah Ramsis. 

Ms. Ramsis adds that more 
women need to. participate in 
government '.to affect real 
change. - 

"The status of women" needs 
to be discussed "in the new 
world order," Ms. Ramsis said. 

But that task could be diffi¬ 
cult as women remain prisoners 
to - large . families. And. pro¬ 
grammes . and policies cost 
money. 

According to the Washing- 
torwbased non-profit. The Popu¬ 
lation Institute (TPI), the UN 
hopes to raise an immediate 
$2*5 billion in external assis¬ 
tance to meet existing family 
planning needs and another $9 
billion in population assistance 
by 2000. ' 

-But' a world-wide recession 
continues burdenign Arab treas¬ 
uries and. scruchiral adjustment 
p'rogranynes" add to immediate 
woes - increasing the status of 
. womeh roay be;the last thing on 
male-dominated ••• government 
minds. ■ " ; 

■ "Lq one month-, the nations of 
the former Soviet Union, for 
example, spent $2,5 billion on 
vodka; In’ 1991'. American to¬ 
bacco fyimpaniesspent $2.5 bil- 
liooTori dgarctteadvertising. 

; Perhaps as‘ the TIP said: "It’s 
not whether~ w e carr afford it 
But, whether we care." ■ 


The Swatch team 


art vogue. "Our designs com¬ 
plement the latest in trend- 
setting patterns of garments 
and fashion accessories. 
Swatch designers are freelanc¬ 
ers and some or them are quite 
famous artists." Bui we keep 
their names to ourselves." the 
VP said. 

Swatch mainly targets age- 
groups of 18 to 25 years in its 
campaigns, but its loyal cus¬ 
tomers have broken out of al! 
age groups recently. Aware of 
such u trend. Swatch worked its 


Chrono collection to comple¬ 
ment subtler tastes without 
compromising the integrity of 
the swatch spirit. 

In store for release is the 
Swatch car! The Swiss compa¬ 
ny is expected to emboss its 
chic name on a Swatch de¬ 
signed automobile set for com¬ 
mercial production in 1996. 
But Swatch has also been in¬ 
vesting in an environmentally 
balanced approach to its pack¬ 
aging and production of the 
Swatch product line. 


The ITALIAN EMBASSY 
(CULTURAL SECTION) 
ANNOUNCES 

The starting of Italian language classes for 
foreigners (levels 1,2 and 3) on Saturday, April 
the 17th, 1993 — 45 hours, 3 times per week 
from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m.at the Terra Sancta 
College, Jabal Al Lwebdeih. 

Information and registration at the Ita¬ 
lian Embassy (Cultural Section) Ph. 
638185 from Sunday to Thursday 9-12 a.m. 
up.to the 14th of April. 



Jordan Hot dine 
2-r* hours 
it s free 

it's a short cut for 
information 
Hotels, Uent-a- 
Car. Restaurants, 
Entertainment 


From 1 st of April 1993 

Alitalia 

flies three times weekly _ 
from AMMAN t o ROME 
WD -FRI - SUN 
and to DUBAI on TUE. T . 

.. P° rtes c r vation / sd^iecKile informarion .pledS^ 

. \ . contacc-your .jntvel Agent 

. Oi* AIITAUa T& .625203:63603S \ 
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Supplement en francais du Star 


Partira? Partira pas? 

e Depuis quelque temps, des rumeurs insistantes font c hot da prochain depart du gouvememcnt ac - 
ruel. Simples rumeurs ou rcalite? Difficile a dire pour I'instani. Une chose cst sure: conjbrmement a 
la Constitution, les ministres en exercice candidats a la deputation doivent dtmissionner au moins un 
mois avant les ilections legislatives, prfrues apres I’eti. C'est le cas d'unc dizaine d'entre eux. qui 
pourront iventuellemcnt retrouver leur porte-feuille apris le scrutin. 

On s'attend d la demission d'unc quinzaine de ministres en tout, pour dcs raisons electorates ou 
personnelles. Mais seront-Us remplaces dans le cadre d'un rcnouvcllcmcnt ministeriel ou bien le gou¬ 
vemement dans sa totalite sera-t-il modifie? Ld est la question. D'aucuns pretendent que I'actuel Pre¬ 
mier ministre. le Sharif Zaid Ben Shaker, restera fidele au poste pour organiser, comme en 1989, les 
elections ligislarives d venir. D’autres annoncent la demission de tout le cabinet a la fin de ce mois 
ou au debut du mois de mai. Thouqan Hindawi, vice-premier ministre et ministre de VEducation, a 
mentionne cette demission lors d'unc stance du Conseil des Deputes. Et il doit savoir de quoi il parle, 
puisqu'il est considers comme un Premier ministre potential. Thouqan Hindawi est le chef du bloc 
parlementaire conscrvateur "constimtionncl". compose de seize membres. Salem Massa'de. ancien 
vice-premier ministre. serail egalement en lice pour remplacer Zaid Ben Shaker en paste depuis octo- 
bre 1991. 

Alors? Partira, partira pas? Le suspense sepoursuit. 

M.R. 



Conference 

Maitriser sa population, 

pari pour l'avenir 

Evenement de taille, a Amman, cette semaine: 3a Conference arabe sur la population. Experts, puis ministres se 
penchent sur ce dossier incontoumable pour l'avenir. Gros plan sur le planning familial. 


Jordanie 


Express 


RECORD DES pays arahes: 
leur taux de feconditd. Avec 
une moyenne de 6 enfants par 
femme, la population arabe 
augmente de 3% par an. De 
238 millions d'individus au- 
jourd'hui. elle passera k 308 
millions dans 10 ans. A ce ryth- 
me, le demi milliard sera attaint 
dans trois dfcennies... Si les 
pays du Maghreb voient dans 
cette croissance un danger pour 
l'avenir, d'autres pays arabes, 
comme ceux du Golfe et llrak, 
encouragent le ddveloppement 
de leur population. Mais, tous 
ont conscience que la maltose 
de cette croissance est primor- 
diale. 

La Conference arabe sur la 
population, organisec cette se¬ 
maine, a Amman, par 
l'ESCWA. la Ligue arabe et le 
Fond dcs Nations-Unies sur la , 
population, , est I'occasibn' 
d'aborder cette question vitale 
pour la region. Pendant trois 
jours, experts, d6J6gu£s des 
Etats ct des ONG se sont relay- 
cs k la tribune pour faire le 
point sur les facteurs affectant 
la croissance dc la population. 
Un ^change de vues et 
d'informations de premiere 
grandeur. Ensuite. la rencontre 
dcs ministres des Etats arabes 
va aboutir a la redaction de rec- 
ommandations dans la perspec¬ 
tive dc la Conference interna- 
tionale sur la population et le 
cfeveloppemcnt organise au 
Caire, i'an prochain. 

La question de la planifica- 
A lion familiale est au centre de 
bicn des discussions. 
L'cxpiiriencc dans cc domaine 
cst variable selon les pays. 
Mais, en vingt ans, I'utilisation 
de ces mCthodes de maltose de 
la natality a fait un bond incon¬ 
testable dans tout le monde 
arabe. Mfimc dans les pays 
avec unc politique naraliste, 25 
a 35^ des femmes utilisent des 
moyens dc contraception. En 










Taction des autorites doit dtre 
renforcte pour esp6rer ralcntir 
la croissance de la population. 
"La mise en place d'un pro¬ 
gramme plus drastique, d'une 
promotion plus forte, de m£- 
thodes plus modemes est indis¬ 
pensable". aJTnrne Abdul Ra¬ 
him Omnan. 'll faut m£me 
envisager des sterilisations pour 
raisons sanitaires." Une solu¬ 
tion extreme. 

Mais, une croissance rapide 
et incontr616e de la population 
tendra k limiter ou mime annul- 
er la progression de la produc¬ 
tion dans la plupait des pays 
arabes. Le programme de d£ve- 
loppement 6conomique et le 
programme de planning famil¬ 
ial ne peuvent se substituer Tun 
k l'autre. Pour le rapporteur de- 
vant la Conference, ces deux 
^progrpmmes. doivent exister en- 
semblepouretre efficaces. ■ 

Florent Chevolleau 


LEVEE - Apres un mois. 1'administration americaine a 
leve son avertissement sur dcs risques d'uttcntiiLs pour ses 
nationaux voyageant cn Jordanie. Les oflTciels du Royaume 
se sont felieites de ccttc decision. Les raisons de 
I'avertissement americain denicurcnt confuses et partielle- 
ment inexpliquees. L'impact sur 1c tmirisme cst demeure 
liraite. 

DROITS - Une tabic ronde dc trois jours s'est (enue a Am¬ 
man pour reflechir sur les droits dc I'hommc. Dcvant une 
assemblec d'experts ct dc dclcgues, le prince Hassan a niaf- 
firme son attachement au respect des droits de l'hommc ct 
de la democratic, affirmant que M le Moycn-Oricnt avait de- 
sesper€ment besoin de d'une nouvellc ethique" dans cc do- 
maine. 

REVOLUTION - Dcvant la Conference arabe sur le tra¬ 
vail, le roi Hussein a appelc a "une nouvellc revolution 
arabe basce sur ce que le peuple. et non des individus, 
pense". Il a demandc aux pays arabes de s'inspircr du pro¬ 
cessus de democratisation mis en oeuvre dans le Royaume 
dans le respect dcs droits ct des libertes individuels. 

UNIFICATION - Selon le chef de 1'Organisation Interna¬ 
tionale de ('aviation civile, en visile cn Jordanie, les pays 
arabes doivent absolument unifier leurs politiques en 
matiere deviation civile. Cette harmonisation est indis¬ 
pensable dans un domaine ou la competition cst fcroce, cn 
particuiier de la part des Europeens. 

TRAVAIL - Au centre des discussions de la Conference 
arabe sur le travail, cette semaine a Amman, la lutte contre 
le chomage. Le ministre du Travail jordanien a propose 
devant ses homologues de la Ligue arabe, des mesures pour 
reduire le nombre de chomeurs dans la region. Autre 
thferae majeor de cetTe conference: la place de'la femme' 
dans !e monde du travail. 


Avec une moyenne de 6 enfants par femme, la fecondite dans les pays arabes est I'une des plus elevee au monde. 


quelques armies, un tabou est 
tombe. 

La promotion de ce planning 
familial passe, avant tout, par 
une approche sanitaire. Cest le 
bicn-etre de la mere et de 
Tenfant qui est mis en avant, 
plutdt que des exigences d6- 
mographiques. Les statistiques 
de TONU d£montrent que des 
naissances plus espacles dans 
le temps entraJnent une baisse 
cons6quente de la mortality in¬ 
fantile et materaelle. 

"Sans planning familial, la 
femme peut passer Tessentiel 
de sa vie adulte. enceinte ou al- 
laitant", souligne le rapporteur 
devant la Conference. "Ces 
naissances crop nombreuses et 
trop rapprochdes Tempfichent 
de se remettre physiquement de 
ses grossesses". Rfisultac un 


danger mortel pour la femme et 
Tenfant. Danger aggravd par 
Tabsence d’assi stance m^dicale 
au moment de la naissance 
pour un grand nombre de 
femmes arabes. 

Un autre danger est mis en 
lumi£re par la d6!6gu£e d'une 
ONG soudanaise: "Les conse¬ 
quences des naissances trop 
rapproch£es sur la vie mentale 
et psychologique de Tenfant 
sont tr&s importantes. L'enfant 
est rapideraent deiaisse par sa 
mdre qui doit s'occuper des 
plus jelines. Cet abandon affec- 
tif provoque des probl&mes 
psychologiques et des handi¬ 
caps mentaux." 

L'Egypte et la Tunisie sont 
les pays pionniers en matidre 
de planning familial. Un inferfit 
dicte par une croissance expo- 


nentielle et prtoccupante de 
leur population. Dans 
Tensemble des pays arabes. 
Taccds a ces m6tbodes est li6 
aux conditions de vie de la 
femme. Privil6giees: les habi- 
tantes des grandes villes, 
dipl6m6es et £conoraiquement 
actives. 

Et la religion? Pour Abdul 
Rahim Omnan, Egyptien, pro- 
fesseur & lUniversife de Mary¬ 
land, TIslam n'est pas un obsta¬ 
cle. "La religion islamique 
permet le planning familial 
pour des raisons sanitaires. D&s 
le Vile sidcle, une forme de 
contraception nature! le comme 
le 'coitus interruptus' 6tait ad- 
mise par llslam". affirme-t-iL 
"La contraception est seule- 
ment condamnfe si son but est 
d'eviter d 1 a voir une fille ou si la 


femme refuse par principe de 
jouer son rdle matexnel. Mais, 
si c'est pour preserver la beaut6 
de sa femme, c'est admis!" 

La question de Tavortement 
est plus d61icate. Elle n'est ad- 
mise que pour des raisons de 
sant£ et avant le quatri&me 
mois. Cette m6thode n'est en 
aucun cas considdfee comme 
un moyen de contraception rd- 
gulateur dcs naissances. Les 
programmes de planning famil¬ 
ial ont parrout port£ leurs fruits 
en faisant chuter les taux de fe- 
conditd et surtout les taux de 
mortalife infantile ct niater- 
nelle. Le plus grand succ&s est 
tunisien. 

Pour lEgypte, ces efforts re¬ 
stent insufTisants. La masse de 
personnes jeunes en age de pro- 
erder est tellement grande que 


La femme toujours marginale 

• LE ROLE de la femme arabe dans le ddvcloppcmcnt a provoque les intenenthms les plus 
vives et les plus passionndes de la Conference arabe sur ta population. A la tribune, les oratcurs 
ont ddmcmtrt: que la femme ctait ecartee dcs postes dc prise dc decision. Au niveau politique, elle 
n’a pas le droit de vote dans les Etats du Golfe. Dans les autres pays, les clues ou les femmes a 
des postes ministfiriels se comptent sur les doigts d'une seulc main. 

Chaque pays a voulu demontrer sa bonne volontd cn cilani dcs cxcmplcs de femmes a des 
postes administratifs de haur niveau. Mais. ces cas soni marginaux. Les femmes se sont vus pri- 
v6es d'un rfile efTicace pour juger de leur avenir, alors qu'cllcs constituent la muitie de la popula¬ 
tion arabe. 

Leur presence dans le monde du travail a eertes progresse tX3 au Maghreb. X4 au Maehrck). 
Mais, Tessentiel de leur main d'ceuvrc se concentre dans Ics services sociau.x ct paramcdicaux 
sans atteindre les postes de decision. Dc plus, dies sont Ics premieres a ctre toueliccs par Ic fleau 
du chomage. 

Leur situation sanitaire s'est am£liorce, mais Tinegalitc face a Tcnscignement demeurc. Leur 
taux d’analphabdtisme est pariout supfirieur k eclui des homnics. Leur acces a I’univcrsiie cst lim- 
ife. La faiblesse de leur qualification limitc d'autant leur entree sur Ic marc he du travail. • 

Devant ce constat, les repfesentantes des ONG ont appelc a la definition d'unc politique a long 
terme en faveur de la femme dans le monde arabe. Toutcs reiusent la persecution sous eouven de 
llslam, elles demandent que leurs probl6mcs soient pris au serieux ei que Ics Etats arabes ratifi- 
ent et appliquent les conventions intcmationales en faveur dc I'cgalitc dcs sexes. 

F.C. 


Exposition 


Variations a corps perdus 

A partir d'une sculpture originale, une vingtaine d'artistes donnent libre cours a 
leur sensibilite artistique. Des "re-creations" eclectiques presentees au 

CCF jusqu'au 20 avril 


AU DEBUT, il n'y avait qu'une 
sculpture. Un torse de femme 
stylise, immacufe. L'auyre 
i originale dc Tartiste makien 
’ Mohammed H. Abdulla. Livrfie 
aux mains d'une vingtaine 
d'artistes jordaniens, irakiens et 
frangais. la forme vierrge a pris 
vie. Pcinte, raclce. resculpfee. 
mise en seine ou m^rne d£- 
truite, la sculpture a dowfe 
naissance k autant d'reuvres 
origin ales, empreintes de la 
sensibilite de leur auteur. Des 
variations sur le meme th&me 
cxpos&s au Centre cultural 

francais jusqu'au 20 dunxns. 

"Par cc procette, je voulais 
engager une discussion avec 
d’autres artistes", explque Mo¬ 
hammed H. Abdulla. 
frontcr dcs visions differenies a 
partir dc la m£me base. Jc 
( m'attcndais k un choc..." Pre¬ 
mier choc, la propre interprata- 


tion du sculpteur irakien. Le Us reproduisent sur le platre le 
torse est devenu hermaphro- style de peinture qu'ils pr&en- 


dite. Un sexe inddterminfi sc 
dessine sous des couleurs 
vives. Ce choix de la provoea- 


tent normalement en tableaux. 
Mais, par sa forme, le support 
est cette fois-ci une contrainte. 


Iconoclaste, la demarche de la 
princesse Rajwa Bint Ali. Son 
oeuvre: un cube de bois ebene dans 
lequel se trouve la statue 
reduite en poussiere! 


non n'est pas commun k tous 
les artistes, ni du gout de tout le 
monde... 

Plus sages, certains se sont 
servis de la sculpture comme 
d'une toile en trois dimensions. 


Identifiable au premier coup 
d'aril, Pceiivre du Franfais Pa¬ 
trice Paint. "J'ai voulu casser 
les courbes de la sculpture en 
ajoutam des rectangles dans les 
tons gris" souligne-t-il. Pour le 


peintre frangais, e'est son pre¬ 
mier travail en volume. "La dif¬ 
ficult &ait de' cfeer k partir 
d'une figure imposde. Pour un 
artiste, c'est frustrant de ne pou- 
voir tout maitriser de A k Z" 
ajoute-t-il. 

Iconoclaste, la demarche de 
la princesse Rajwa Bint AIL 
Son oeuvre: un cube de bois 
dbene dans lequel se trouve la 
statue r£duite cn poussidre! Au- 
dacieux, Noel Favreliftre a fait 
un ready-made a Tenvers. 
L'rauvre d'art est de venue un 
mannequin commercial pour 
presenter un maillot de bain. 
Comme Marcel Duchamps av¬ 
ail, au debut du siecle, transfor¬ 
ms un simple urinoir en oeuvre 
d'art en le rctoumam et en le 
baptisant "fomaine". 

"Cette demarche de re¬ 
creation n'est pas nouvelle", as¬ 
sure le directeur du CCF. 


"Dans les annges 60. la marque 
Frigidaire avait confiC k des 
peintres la decoration d'un ref- 
rigfirateur". A TSpoque, les plus 
grands norm de la creation con- 
temporaine, comme Bernard 
Buffet ou Sonia Delaunay, 
s'dtaient amuses k barbouiller 
cet objet immacufe. Cette fois, 
c'est Toccasion dc feunir des ar¬ 
tistes contemporains vivant a 
Amman dans une mfime expo¬ 
sition. 

Le resultat est aussi eclec- 
tique que Pinsptration des ar¬ 
tistes est different. Halim a 
mis en sefene la statue devant 
une toile, comme au th£3tie. In- 
Gvitablcment, on retrouve peint 
ITiomme-chien entoufe de 
femmes offertes, obsessions de 
ses oeuvres. Mais cette con¬ 
struction dans l'espace est une 
nouveaufe pour lui. 

Une des re-creations les plus 


feussies est sans nul doute celle 
de TIrakien Nadim. II a utilise 
deux parties du moule de la 
sculpture en les liant dos k dos 
au milieu de fleurs de genets 
stehfees. "Je prfiferais le cfit£ 
negatif de la sculpture k son as¬ 
pect positif'. explique-t-il. 
"C'6tait une experience trfs m- 
feressante." 

Autre feussite, la contribu¬ 
tion dc Samer Tabaa. Sculp¬ 
teur, il n'a pas hdsife b grafter 
de nouvelles formes sur la sil¬ 
houette originale. Le buste s est 
convert d'aretes aigufis bleu et 
noir. Plus loin, Tartiste Wijdan 
pfesente la sculpture reconvene 
d'un drapf blanc avec au creux 
du ventre unc rose rouge syn- 
thetique. Cest intitufe: La 
mentality d'une femme mod- 
eme de 32 ans"... Surfealiste! 

Non?B F.C. 



Sur ce buste immacule, artistes jordaniens , irakiens et 
frangais ont appose leur sensibilite artistique, comme le 
photographe Jean-Christophe Fey. 
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Turning the 
magic of Petra 
into art 


By Vesna Masharqa 

Special to the Star 

ONCE AGAIN, Jordanian ab¬ 
stract painter Suha Shoman 
entered a challenge with eterni¬ 
ty in her exhibition The Leg¬ 
end of Petra II', hosted by the 
Jordanian National Gallery 
from 3 April throughout 3 
May. Petra, a "Rose red city" 
as described by Victorian poet 
and traveller Deon Buegor. is 
situated 262 KM South of Am¬ 
man. Petra penetrates the 
sprawling Roman and Byzan¬ 
tine remains; a place where 
eternity blends Nabatean spirit 
and artistry with Biblical time. 
Petra carries its echo all the 
way through the Islamic period, 
reaching modem man on the 
turn of die 21st century, op¬ 
pressing. fascinating and ask¬ 
ing him "What docs time mean 
to you?" It took six years for 
Suha to get an answer. 

Carrying her scrap book and 
crayons, followed by bedouin 
children and local residents, 
Suha plunged into Petra's micro 
and macro world. She was 
sketching rocks, stones and 
sand in different parts of the 
day and year, observing sun 
rays penetrating the eraeks.and 
moon light wrapping the city in 
the strangest colours and 
shades she had ever seen. 





Sv&rihi Tri'- 


Suha's strong need to express 
her new experience over¬ 
whelmed her and she started 
painting Petra in a way nobody 
did before. As an abstract 
painter, she directed the world 
she absorbed, letting a chaotic 
movement of-broken away ele¬ 
ments fuse again. The result 
was powerful and fascinating. 
'To see Petra through die paint¬ 
ings of Suha Shoman is a mul¬ 
ti-faced experience that brings 
together the aesthetic with the 
plastic, the sentiment with the 
cerebral and the visual with 
what lies beyond the ageless 


city," said HB Wijdan AJi. the 
president of the National Gal¬ 
lery. As for SuhaH Bisharat, 
the director of the National 
Gallery, the exhibition is a 
show of high artistic quality 
which captures "Strong attach¬ 
ment to the spirit of Petra and 
total unity within the theme." 

"The Legend of Petra is also 
important in provoking artists 
to look at their environment as 
a source of inspiration. Jordan 
is hill of such places, artists 
should discover them and in¬ 
volve others in appreciating the 
country's resources." he told 
The Star 

Describing her latest experi¬ 
ence, Suha told The Star that 
Petra has some kind of magical 
force which keeps her returning 
all the time, researching and 
painting, and trying to achieve 
perfection and excellence in 
her work as the Nabateans did. 

"For me Petra is alive, not an 
abandoned ancient city or an 
archaeological min, as others 
understand it Being exposed to 
the great Nabatean civilisation, 
i learnt so muchand I enriched 
myself. Apart frdm visual har¬ 
mony and beauty in their mon¬ 
uments, Nabateans had a cul¬ 
ture which is even ahead of our 
time in many aspects. One such 
aspect could be the democratic 
model of their society, which 


could be an effective clue in 
solving our own problems," she 
said. 

The Legend Of Petra IT 
shows high artistic trend in ab¬ 
stract painting. It breathes life 
and successfully translates a 
spirit of time and space into a 
mixed media world consisting 
of sand with acrylic, oil. ink 
and pastel. The vertical direc¬ 
tion of lines and chromatic sur¬ 
faces. which is present in al¬ 
most all paintings indicate 
eternity, and connect all histori¬ 
cal periods and all civilizations. 

Inspite of the fact that the 
show is homogeneous and con¬ 
sistent in its treatment of the 
theme, it also captures different 
artistic levels, varying from su¬ 
perb fine art abstractions up to 
the expressionist paintings hav¬ 
ing less communication poten¬ 
tial. The show also records few 
stages in the artist's elaboration 
of the theme, voicing different 
aspects of personal interaction 
with die world around and 
within her. 

A group of paintings, for ex¬ 
ample, intercept external forms, 
textures, shapes and colours of 
Petra's scenery. They follow 


time impact and natural factors 
in the process of deterioration, 
the paintings successfully de¬ 
scribe the moods and nature of 
Petra's world in its simplicity 
and complexity through two- 
dimensional compositions,' 
while the third dimension is in¬ 
troduced as a trace of time. 

The other group of paintings- 
are records of the human im¬ 
pact on Petra's physical envi¬ 
ronment. The symbols of gods, 
animals, and flowers were ap¬ 
plied to die background. But in 
some paintings they fail to soar 
up to die level of creativity and 
inventiveness. In others, the 
fascinating harmony was com¬ 
pleted through original and 
imaginative abstractions. 

The third group fuses the two 
trends, accomplishing the leg¬ 
end of Petra in the most power¬ 
ful effect. This group suggests 
that thisstage 4s.*only a-begin¬ 
ning of something new to be 
expected after “’SOme years in 
the form of the legend, part ID. 

Like any ait show, this exhi¬ 
bition left some questions be¬ 
hind such as: how Jordanian an 
lovers respond to abstract 
paintings? Can abstract paint¬ 


ing be accepted and appreciated 
by simple people? How can ab¬ 
stract painting communicate 
with a wide audience? 

If one is to Judge according 
to people's attendance and reac- 
. tion, the show was received 
very well. As Samia Zarou. a 
prominent Jordanian painter 
herself, commented: "If an ab¬ 
stract painting is a result of 
strong feeling, it wifi attract 
people and ask (hem why.” 

She explained that the Jorda¬ 
nian people have a deep sense 
for abstract forms, as they are 
part of their heritage, and in 
feat sense, they are part of their 
daily life. Embroidery patterns 
are one example of this attach¬ 
ment. 

As far as Suha is concerned, 
fee Jordanian artists, and people 
who arc as fee stressed products 
of fee Nabatean culture, should 
be proud of being Arabs ^and 
being predecessors* of strehca 
civilization. 

,! We have to keep research¬ 
ing our heritage and oar roots. 
That's why I am going to Petra 
and I will keep going and paint¬ 
ing its legends up to the last 
day of my life," she said ■ 



Budapest spring festival 
comes to Amman 


Standing left to right: Isam Odeh, Minister Abdul Ka- 
reem Al Kabariti, the fashion show coordinator and Tak¬ 
er Abu So'oud 


0 Last Thursday. 1 April, at the Plaza Hotel, Jordanian fashion designers introduced their de¬ 
signs for the coming season and demonstrated their ability to actively compete with leading for¬ 
eign designers. 

The event was opened by the Minister of Labour, Mr Abdul Karim Al Kabariti, and drew a 
crowd of over 300 fashion fans. Also, for the additional entertainment of participants, a magi¬ 
cian gave a short demonstration of his arts. 


FILMS 

• The American Centre is 
screening 'Private Benjamin', 
Thursday. 8 April at 5:00 pm. 
It will be followed, as usual, by 
ABC News Weekly Highlights 
and the MacNcil-Lchrer News- 
Hour. 

O The British Centre will 
screen The Dresser 1 . Wednes¬ 
day. 14 April, at 7:00 pm. 

• The French Cultural Centre 
will present several films in 
Zarqa starting Thursday. 8 
April through Wednesday 14 
April. A film will be shown 
each day as follows: The Oth¬ 
er*. 'I Accuse 1 . The Little Sol¬ 
dier*. ‘Aim at the Piano Player!', 
'A Sunday in the Country'. 
'Jeannot the Brave* and The lit¬ 
tle Criminal'. 


0 The National Museum of 
Fine Arts is still hosting Suha 
Shoman in her 'Petra's Legen- 
dll* * exhibition. The exhibition 
will stay open until 3 May. 

• The French Cultural Centre 
is currently hosting an exhibi¬ 
tion entitled 'Recreations'. The 
exhibition displays sculptures 
originally done by Iraqi artist 
Muhammad Hussein Abdullah 
and later recreated by French 
and Iraqi artists. 

LECTURES 

0 The Friends of Archaeology 
Centre will host Dr Pamela 
Watson in a lecture entitled 
*Rcccnt Discoveries on the Cit¬ 
adel Hill of Tell el Husn, Pella*. 
Monday.]2 April at 7:00 pm. 

• The Goethe Institute, in 
cooperation with the German 
Agency for Technical Coopera¬ 
tion will hold two lectures enti¬ 
tled 'Regensburg: A Historical 
Town in Modem Times' and 
'Amman: Town Development 



and Architecture* on Tuesday. 
13 April at 8:00 pm. 

CONCERT 

• On Tuesday. 13 April at 
8:00 pm. the American Centre 
Mid the NMC will host for the 
first time a public concert by 
guitarist William Matthews and 
oud player Munir Al Bashir at 
the RCC. 


By Mary Denis 

Special to the Star 

IS IT always the audience who 
are privileged to choose then- 
favourite performers? How 
about fee performers them¬ 
selves? Do they have prefer¬ 
ences for their audience? Kat- 
alin Pitti, Hungary's first opera 
singer soprano, who per¬ 
formed here last year and Tell 
iifTove" with Amman's audi¬ 
ence, has kept her promise in 
coming back. She will perform 
wife her partner Mqjos Miller; 
baritone, in an Opera concert 
entitled *Budapest Spring Festi¬ 
val'. 

Presented by fee National 
Music Conservatory/Noor Al 
Hussein Foundation, the con¬ 
cert will take place on 12 April 
and 14 at the RCC at 8 pm. 

Both singers are soloists of 
the Hungarian State Opera 
House singing leading charac¬ 
ters in major opera houses all 
over the world. Accompanied 
by pianist Katalin Doman. 
they will perform a selection of 
opera arias and songs from the 
program of the Budapest 
Spring Festival . 

Their performance in Am¬ 
man is part of fee Budapest Ko- 
rona Podium repertoire, often 
described as "Cafe Theatre" or 
"literary espresso" in Budapest, 
the only literary forum of its 
kind in Europe. 

Korona Podium's founder, ar¬ 
tistic director and actress, L31a 
Mikes, who is also here togeth¬ 
er wife her husband, will 
present French chansons in 
memory of French singer 
Yeves Montand and a narra¬ 
tive by Andreas Dergely enti¬ 
tled 'A New Music has been 
Born'. 

Says Mikes, "Very little is 
known about Hungary and its 
cultural heritage outside fee 
country." Her 'literary espresso' 
and artistic, workshop, which 
celebrated its 20fe anniversary 
last year, has a wide repertoire 



& 



Classical guitarist William Matthews: Passionate and 
brilliant 


of Hungarian classical and con-. 
temporary writers and poets 
performing in English, Ger- . 
man, French and Russian,' feus - 
removing fee language.barrier 
due to fee Hungarian; lan : 
guage's incomprehensibility.!' " 
she points out. 

But a wide selection of duets . 
and solos from fee works of 
world famous Hungarian Oper¬ 
ettas by Kalman, Lehar,. Fen- 
yes, etc, which are a beautiful 
synthesis of Hungarian spirit, : 
also featured at the concert, .do 
not need any translation. They 
are lodged and understood by 
fee cultural world aU over. 

The National Music Conser- ■ 
vatory/Noor Al Hussein Foun¬ 
dation and fee American Cen¬ 
tre for Information Services 
(USIS) will present classical 
guitarist William Matthews 
and world famous Oudisr Mu¬ 
nir Bashir in a duet recital en¬ 
titled "Music Dialogue — 
North and South" on Tuesday* . 
April 13, at the RCC at 8 p.m. 

Munir Bashir, Iraqi musi¬ 
cian, . is a frequent visitor and 
performer in Amman. He has 
performed in more than 50 Eu¬ 
ropean, American and Asian 
countries. His latest recordings 
include a number of compact 
discs, produced in Paris. In 
combined concerts, he. impro¬ 
vises wife major performers 


like the Austrian Gnilda, Indi¬ 
an Ravi Shankar and the Ger- 
■ "man Mingesdorf and others. 

Winner of many international 
awards, Bashir can be accredit¬ 
ed with today's world wide rec- 
" ognition of Arab music and a 
widespread appreciation for the 
beauty of the Oud as a ..musical 
-instrument. 

William Matthews, described 
by "the New York Times" as 
"qn admirable guitarist," . and 
• "an .exceptional technician," 
has successfully petfonned -in 
.65 cbiinnies since 1976. He is 
regarded as. one of America's 
most successful cultural ambas¬ 
sadors." Matthews" has per¬ 
formed in Europe; Africa and 
the Far East- He has played-two 
extensive tours of India and has 
appeared hr .15 Latin American 
countries. -He has also per¬ 
formed in six cities m China.. 

. Although his programs usual¬ 
ly em phasize ; contemporary 
American music,' Matthews 
has recently recorded some Ba¬ 
roque composers - -r* Weiss, 
Baron, Losy and hai been 
widely praised. A raagazine/jn 
Germany, for..example, .places 
him "among tHe greatest of the 
guitar greats."-Both Matthews 
and Bashir are of .a world erfli- 
bre and make;, ah buteandipg 





“Look, bad!SnJdgete!" \ 



Several times more dangerous than his 
African couairi b the funkyard.rhino offers the 
ultimate in property protection. 
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Programs on 
JTV from 
10 - 16 April 


{ ENGLISH PROGRAM 

£ SATURDAY 

S 8:30 — Super Bloopers 
J 9:00 — Perspective 
*9:30 — Saturday Variety 
'Show J 

0 10:00 — News in English 
1 10:20 — Feature Fflm, ‘Hand 
J of Murder 1 . Starring Edward 
j Woodward and Anthony An- 
g draws. The famous Sherlock 
u Holmes helps a criminal escape 
£ hanging. At the same time, 
4^1 Sherlock’s brother is kid- 

• napped. 

• 

‘ ; SUNDAY 

W * 

$ 58:30 — Executive Stress 
59:10 — Documentary, 'Equi- 
5 nox' 

“ 10:00 — News in English 

* 10:20 — Voltaire: Ce Diable 
J d'Homme. The story of the fa¬ 
ll mous French politician. 

S 

£ MONDAY 

J 8:30 — The Powers that Be. 
£ The senator, his wife, and his 
§ daughter fall into a series of 
I Straps. 

F 9:10 — Laurel and Hardy, 
n Laurel and hardy escape from 
5. prison! 

\ 10:00 — News in English 
? 10:20 — Jordan Weekly 
P 10:40 — Street Justice. Ser- 
J; geant Adam and his friend 
B Eddy investigate a new case re- 
2 lated to an adopted boy who 
P has been abused by his foster 
V. parents. 

\ ' TUESDAY 

5. . . 

2 8:30 — Step by Step 
5 9:10 — Forever Green 
g 10:00 — News in English 

* 10:20 — Feature Film, 'Brid- 
£ man of Alcatraz 1 . Starring burt 
“ Lancaster and Karl Malden. The 

amazing of Robert who turned 


his life sentence in jail into an 
outstanding career in the study 
of birds and their illnesses. 

WEDNESDAY 

8:30 — Chance in a Million 
9:00 — Spotlight 
9:30 — After Us the Deluge. 
The pollution of water and bow 
it is affecting the whole world. 

10:00 — News in English 
10:20 — 2000 Malibu Road 

THURSDAY 

8:30 — Zorro. Zorro helps his 
people to get the water back to 
their land. 

9:10 — Quantum Leap. A fo¬ 
cus on a famous member of the 
Mafia group that was active in 
1965. 

10:00 — News in English 
10:20 — Movie of the Week, 
'The Trouble with Spies'. 
Starring Donald Sutherland and 
Ruth Gordon. 

FRIDAY 

8:30 — Billy 
9:10 —ENG 
10:00 — News in English 
10:20 — Feature Film, .'Wag¬ 
ner 1 

FRENCH PROGRAM 

SAMEDI 

6:00 — Les Aventores de 
L'espace 

6:30—EnvoyS Special. 

7:00—Le Journal J £ 

7:i5—FenStre Sur \ 

d'imanche 

5:30—Reves D'enfants 
5:40 — Les CJ6s de Fort 
Boyard 

7:00—Le Journal. 

7:15—Le Joranal deLTfistoire 



Changing roles: Edward Woodward as Sherlock Holmes 
in *Hands of Murder 1 on Saturday at 10:20 


LUNDI 

6:00 — Les 400 Coops de 
Virgine 

7:00—Le Journal 
7:15—Magazine Sportif 

MARD1 

^5:30—Teriitoirey ■::- 

6:35 — Maguy 
7:00—Le Journal 
7:15 — Ushiaia 

• MERCRED! 

5:30—Envoye Special 
7:00—Le Journal 
7:15—French Varieties 


JEUDI 

5:30 — Pif et Hercnle 
5:45 — Superchamps. A 
game show in which four Euro¬ 
pean children from participate. 
6:15—L'EcoIes des Fans 
7:00—Le Journal 

7:15:— Enypye Special.,j 

:.r- i v • - zr:r. m U'T <'■ •: zrnir. 

VENDREDI 

5:30 — French Feature film, 
'Navaro' 

7:00 —Le Journal 
7:15— French Varieties 


ARIES (21 March-19 April): 

You're up against a barrier the 
first of this week. Just keep 
plugging away. 

TAURUS (20 April-20 May): 

You should do very well in a 
business. You even think of a 
wav to bring in more money. 

GEMINI (21 May-21 June): 

The whole week is excellent 
for club meetings, parties, long 
walks and falling in love. 

CANCER (22 June-22 July): 

You may not feel like doing 
much. If you can power 
through, you might get a lot ac¬ 
complished. 

LEO (23 July-22 August): 

You've got a game scheduled, 
practice, every spare moment 
So, you'll be in rop shape! 

VIRGO (23 An gust-22 Sep¬ 
tember): Since this is tax sea¬ 
son and you are a Virgo, you 
could be busy taking care of 
other people's money! 

LIBRA (23 September-23 Oc- . . 

lober): You'd probably rather take thrs whole week off. and the 
next one, too. Finish something you promised. _ 

SCORPIO (24 October-21 November): Practice something you 
arc learning. It would be very nice to study with an atnacnve tutor. 
SAGITTARIUS (22 November-21 December): Take care of 
business, you'll need to be more conservative with your money. A 
fabulous week for romance. 

CAPRICORN {22 December-19 January): A domestic quarrel 
could mess up your schedule. Don't take it mo senously. 
AOUARIUS (20 January-18 February): This week will not only 
beSmeresting, it might get downright exciting! You may be onto a 

March): If you a* under a bit offr 
nancial pressure, talk it over with an advisor the fust part of die 
week. ' • 

Diana's 'True Story' on television 

• Actors David ThreUall and Serena Scott-Thomas recited 
the life of the fairy princess of Wales, princess Diana and her 

faire prince 
Charles. 

Diana's life, a 
fairy-tale that 
went wrong, 
will be- 
recreat'd in a 
two-part, 
four-bour 
mini-series 
entitle;! 

'Diann: Her 

ThewrSs a Martin poll production for 
Films f-.ftsed on Andrew Morton's number one best-selling 

biography. 








Top Video Rentals 


1. A League of their Own, Tom 
Hanks, Geena Davis 

2. Single White Fe- , i 
male, Bridget Fon¬ 
da, Jennifer Jason 

3. Sneakers, Robert 
Bedford, Dan Ayk¬ 
royd 

4. Unlawful Entry, 

Kurt Russell, Ray 
Liotta 

5. Honeymoon in 
Vegas, James Caan, 

Nicholas Cage 

6. Mo’ Money, 

Damon Wayans 

7. Death Becomes Jesus Jones, from their 
Her, Meryl Streep, Info-Freako album 
Goldie Hawn 

8. Cool World, Kim Basinger, Gabriel Byrne 

9. Whispers in the Dark, Annabella Sciorra 

10. Patriot Games, Harrison Ford , Anne Arch 


Top Pop Albums 


1. Ten Sommoner's Tales, Sting , A&M 

2. Unplugged, Eric Clapton , Reprise 

3. Breathless, Kenny G, Arista 

4. The Body Guard, Soundtrack, Arista 

5. Pocket Full of Kryptonite, Spin Doctors , 
Epic 

6. The Chronic, Dr Dre , Interscpoe 

7.19 Naughty HI, Naughty By Nature , Tommy 
Boy 

8.3 Years 5 Months and 2 Days in the Life 
of-., Arrested Development , Epic 

9. Live: Right Here, Right Now , Van Halen, 
Warner Bros 

10. Loose Control, Silk, Elektra 



RJ 96.04MHZ 
SATURDAY 

7:00 — Morning Show with 
Muhannad A1 Gazirah 
11:00 — Jordan Weekly, Pop 
Session 

12:00 — Pop Session 
13:00—Pop Session 
14:30 — Arabic Medicine 
15:00 — Concert Hour. 
Works by Haydn 
16:00 — News Summary, 
Old Favorites 

17:00 — Jordan Weekly, The 
Holy Qur'an 

18:00 — The Top Twenty 
(UK) 

19:00 — News Bulletin. Date 
with a Star: 'Pointer Sisters' 
20:00 — In Concert: Neil Se¬ 
date' 

21:00 — Play of the Week: 
'Episode on a Thursday Eve¬ 
ning' 

22:00 — Pop Session 
23:00 — Pop Wagon: The 
Beatles Story 

SUNDAY 

7:00 — Morning Show with 
Watheq QaSvar 

11:00 — Pop Wagon: The 
Beatles Story 

14:00 — News Desk, Science 
Report 

15:00 — Concert Hour. 
Works by Mozart and Reger 
16:00 — Old Favorites 
17:00 — Comedy: The Best 
ofBentine' 

18:00 — Listener's Choice 
19:30 — Date with a Star: 
TCylie Minogue' 

20:00 — Evening Show* with 
Adnan Haddad 

MONDAY 

7:00 — Morning Show with 
Maha Azazieh 

11:00 — Talking About Mu¬ 
sic 

12:00—Pop Session 
14:00 — News Desk. Special 
Feature, 'From die Forever Fro¬ 
zen Land' 

15:00 — Concert Hour. 
Works by Beethoven and We- 

'SftiW'i- did Favorites ^ 

17:00 '■ -T- Comedy, 

'Juste...married', The Holy 
Qur'an 

18:00 — Sports Round-up, 
Mnsic 

19:00 — News Bulletin, Date 
with a Star: 'Amina' 

20:00 — Evening Show with 
Cynthia AIA trash 


TUESDAY 

7:00 — Morning Show with 
Watheq Qa'war 

11:00 — Melody Time, Pop 
Session 

12:00 — Pop Session 

14:00 — News Desk, Jordan 

Weekly. 

15:00 — Concert Hour. 
Works by Gabrieli, Albinoni, 
Marcello 

16:00 — Old Favorites 
17:00 — Special Feature, 
•From the Forever Frozen land' 
18:00 — Pop Session 
19:00 — News Bulletin, Date 
with a Star: 'Gerard Joling' 
20:00 — Evening Show with 
Rula Malki 

WEDNESDAY 

7:00 — Morning Show with 
Maha Azazieh 

11:00 — News Summary'. Jor¬ 
dan weekly 
12:00 — Pop Session 
14:00 — American Gold 
'Southern Blues and Country'. 
Now Music Profile: Van Hal- 
on 

15:00 — Concert Hour. 
Works by Debussy. Saint, 
Saens, Hayden' 

16:00 — Old Favourites 
17:00 — Jordan Weekly 
18:00 — Science Report 
19HX)—Dale with a Star: Hexene* 
20s00—Evening Show with Ranh 
Azazieh 

THURSDAY 

7:00 — Morning Show with 
Muhannad Al Gazirah 
11:00 — Comedy: The Best 
of Bentine* 

12:00 — Pop Session 
14:00 — News Desk. My Mu¬ 
sic: 'A Musical Quiz* 

15:00 — Concert Hour. 
Works by Dvorak 
16:00 — Old Favorites 
17:00 — Talking About Mu¬ 
sic: TCyung-Wha Chung' 

18:00—Top Twenty (UK) 
19:00 — News Bulletin, Date 
with a Star: Technotronic 
20:00 — Evening Show with 
RulaMalki 
Luc-jiinv l — • 

• ' FRIDAY 

7:00 — Morning Show with 
Cynthia Al Atrash 
11:00 — Listener's Choice 
13:00 — Pop Wagon: The 
Beatles Story 

14:00 — News Desk, Jordan 
Weekly 

15:00 — Concert Hour. 













Sting trying to invent some new 'thoughtful’ tunes 


Works by Tcleman. Bach and 
Sammarrini 

16:00 — Old Favorites 
17:00 — Country Music, The 
Holy Qur'an 

18:00 — In Concert: 'Neil Se¬ 
date' 

19:00 — News Bulletin: News 
Edition, Date with a Star, 
■Mike Oldfield' 

20:00 — Old Favorites 
21:00 — 30 Minute Theater: 
The Loved One 1 
22:00 — Now Music Profile: 
Van Halen' 

23:00 — Classical Concerts: 
Works by Korsakov 


PROGRAMMES de BFJ 
R J 90.00HZ 
SAMEDI 

7:00 — Croissant Chaud 
Chansons frangaises, horo¬ 
scope, infos pratiques... 

7:30 — Les Informations 
7:40 — Croissant Chaud 
(suite) 

8:50 — Parler au quotidien 
8:56 — Les litres de 
1'actualite 

9:00—Musique. cla§siqqe 

' D1MANCHE 

7:00 — Croissant Chaud 
Chansons frangaises, horo¬ 
scope, infos pratiques... 

7:30 — Les Informations 
7:40 — Croissant Chaud 
(suite) 

8:30 — Perspectives Scienti- 
fiques 


8:50 — Purler au quotidien 
8:56 — Les litres de 

l'uctualite 

9:00 — Musique classiqui* 

LUNDI. MARDI. 
MERCREDI 

7:00 — Croissant Chaud 
Chansons frangaises. 
scope, infos pratiques... 

7:30 — Les Informations 
7:40 — Croissant Chaud 
(suite) 

8:50 — Parler au quotidien 
8:56 — Les litres tie 
Tactual it e 

9:00 — Musique dassique 
JEUDI 

7:00 — Croissant Chaud 
Chansons frangaises horo¬ 
scope. infos pratiques... 

7:30 — Les Informations 
7:40 — Croissant Chaud 
(suite) 

8:30 — Regards sur la 
France 

4 reportages sur factualitc 
frangaisc 

8:56 — Les litres dc 
1'actualite 

9:00 — Musique classique 
VENDREDI 

7:00 — Croissant Chaud 
Chansons frangaises. horo¬ 
scope, infos pratiques... 

7:30 — Les Informations 
7:40 — Croissant Chaud 
(suite) 

8:30 — Filgrane 

Un theme frangais et son vo- 

cabulairc 



Eastwood and Hackman make their day with three Oscars for the Western 'Unforgiven' 


The 65th Oscars 

Pacino and Eastwood stars of the day 


* THE MOTION Picture Arts 
and Sciences Awards usually 
rely heavily on surprises and 
stars to give the competition an 
extra flavor. But the 65th Os¬ 
cars, although laden with stars, 
held little surprises and flavor 
to the 1,000 million worldwide 
viewers. The evening's lone 
surprise was Marisa Toraei, 
who won an Oscar for her role 
as best supporting actress in My 
Cousin Vinny. 

Still, Clint Eastwood, nomi¬ 
nated for The first Time for his 
Western Unforgivcn, etched a 
formidable name into Academy 
Awards History. Eastwood re¬ 
ceived Oscars for his role as di¬ 
rector and producer of the 
year's best picture. Unforgiven, 
probably die most respectable 
representation of the western 
genre, also received awards for 
best editing and for best sup¬ 
porting actor. 

British actress Emma 
Thompson, nominated for the 
first time ever, won the award 
for best actress in the screen 
version of E M Forester's nov¬ 


el Howard's End. 

Following is a list of the '92 
Academy Award winners: 
Picture: Unforgiven 
Actor: Al Pacino, 'Scent of a 
Woman' 

Actress: Emma Thompson , 
Howards End 

Supporting Actor: Gene 
Hackman, Unforgiven 
Supporting Actress: Marisa 
Tomei , My Cousin Vinny 
Director: Clint Eastwood, 
Unforgiven 

Original Screenplay: Ned 
Jordan , The Crying Game 
Adapted Screenplay: Ruth 
Prawer Jhabvala, Howard's 

End , 

■ Foreign Film: Indochme, 

France 

Original Score: Alan Menk¬ 
en, Aladdin 

Original Song: A Whole New 
World, Alan Menken and Tim 
Rice, Aladdin 

Art Direction: Howard's 

End . 

Cinematogrophy: A diver 

Runs Through It 

Costume Design: Bram srn- 



Al Pacino with Judi Foster 

er's Dracula 

Film Editing: Unforgiven 

Makeup: Bram Stoker's Dra¬ 
cula 

Sound: The Last of ihc Mohi¬ 
cans 

Sound Effects Editing: 
Bram Stoker’s Dracula 

Visual Effects: Death Be¬ 


comes Her 

Documentary Feature: The 
Panama Deception 
Documentary Short: Educa¬ 
tion Peter 

Live Action Short Film: 

Omnibus 

Animated Short Film: Monc 
Lisa Descending a Staircase 

Haylbam Ibrahim 
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* MARTINA Navratilo¬ 
va, currently ranked 
third woman player in 
tbe tennis world, has 
been named. The player 
who makes a difference 
for her off-court 
achievements. Navratilo¬ 
va. who is extremely ac¬ 
tive in social work In her 
adopted country, the 
USA, received the 
award at a centre court 
ceremony daring the 
Family Circle magazine 
tournament held last 
week. 



* OLD Rent Hicuha just doesn't team. 

Remember how Columbia* unorthodox 
goalkeeper blundered over, a bacfcpasjr * 
and gifted drc dccisivc second, goallu 
Cameroon's Roger MiHa in the 1990 
World Cup SecondRound? - r : v - 

. - But still Higuita continued with his 
dangerous dribbles npfie Id.- Now he has 
again paid the penalty for htsrecKfcsv 
Mss in-a key match. Tlii* ihne.be Cost 
bis-side, NacipnaT, the South American. 

Club, the cup; ^ handed the tn^y ^?. : 

Brazil's TEnhengo. “ A-'-ii. T A i " 

Higuua attempted to dribble past Flamengo fcuuam^Rcenajo 
in the front of gcol, lost comrol and presented the striker with 
one of the easiest goalvof his career and dw.only.strike of the 
game. ft was NacipnaL's first ltoniedcfei( t| theewn^ndon lot 
18years. - ' . 


r . _ 

•V , N1 -J 




Monte Fresco's photos and 
stories expose the secret 


side of World Sport 


Recently, Monte Fresco, the well-known sports photog¬ 
rapher, published his unprecedented photography book 
that tells amazing stories about every picture he took 
throughout 30 years in courts, playgrounds, stadiums 
and rings . 

This undisputed king of the gimmicks, he made John 
Barnes impersonate Rud Gullit, set Gazza and Vinnie 
on their way to stardom and even persuaded heavy¬ 
weight hard man Henry cooper to dress up as an. old 
woman. '.. . 


4 



* HIS PICTURES received 
world wide coverage. They 
were published in Time maga¬ 
zine’s Pictures of the Year se¬ 
lection and appeared in various 
other publications. 

"These photographs were so 
widely published" said Monte. 



The Spider on Spider's 


Monte admits that the won¬ 
derful sports world inspired 
and influenced his pictures. 

"Most photographs have fa¬ 
vorite photographers: artists 
whose work has uniquely in¬ 
spired and influenced them." he 
.said. "1 am no exception. How- 
ex er. if pressed. I would have 
to say that the greatest influ¬ 
ence on mv photography came 
not from photographers but 
from the xvpndcrful sports 
world." 

?n the I97S World Cup Final, 
he was on the verge of being 
sent-off. and the game hadn't 
oxen started. 

"You have to be in position 
early for something as impor¬ 
tant as the World Cup Finals, 
and to kill the hours before 
kick-off 1 was playing cards 


WORD WISE 


Q. You always hear the criti¬ 
cism that English is often redun¬ 
dant. Wjhal do the critics mean? 

A. They're pointing nut that 
people often say »r write the 
same thing twice without mean¬ 
ing to d- en. "New i mu nation" 
or “new record” is a perfect ex¬ 
ample. An iiiniAfliioj; nr record 
is somethin? new. It dnesn't need 
the modiliei 

St-ml questions or Comments for 
Word XVig C m p.O. no* 1,167, Or¬ 
lando. Fla. 32802-1367. 


Ieudbb naaaa h&jejei] 
lunnw nurimi aoBial 

ItdCiamRtUK'lUh] IlUllii 

Ididci tiwnoi Qdanroial 
I scmin anciiaa ( 
|BBGiizai3&i naninaaacil 

wriuari feitiutiLii tihiu 

laaam SBEtan arnanl 
Inmni aamaa utinnm 
IsnmasHDQ Saimaa] 
. ntinnu Bonn 
Idaracmm aana aaa 
Maun Haaaraaanaal 
in rim anama anna 
0BC30 agnaa annul 


with another photographer," 
Monte told Shoots reporter. 
'The Argentinian fans, who 
were getting themselves into 
frenzy waiting for the game 
against Holland, didn't take 
kindly to this. They started 
xvhistling. booing and throwing 


The 

warrior's 
rest 
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Gullit's hair on Barnes' 
head 


things until the uproar got so 
bad That the ref came over to us 
and ordered us to stop playing." 
And his problem didn't stop 


there. 

'Td been snapping away for 
about 20 minutes, getting what 
1 hoped would be good materi¬ 
al, went to change film, what 
film? No bloody film in my 
camera. I could see me on the 
dole queues in the morning." 

And what ever happened to 
Gullit and Barnes? 

"England was playing Hol¬ 
land in a friendly game at 
Wembley and Rud Gullit was 
all the rage," Monte said. "So I 
got the head of a mop. beat it 
about a bit and stuck it on John 
Barnes' head." 

But what about the spider on 
Harkouk's nose? 

"Crystal Palace had a player 
back in the 1970s called Rachid 
Harkouk. who was nicknamed 
Spider" he said. "So I stuck a 


sage. 

"Thanks for making me look 
stupid!” ■ 


Winter Olympics and 
the skiers blood test 


■SKIERS are the only athletes 
certain to be blood rested at the 
Liilchummcr Winter Olympics, 
the IOC said last week. 

The IOC has agreed to a re¬ 
quest by the International Ski 
Federation iFIS) to conduct in¬ 
travenous tests at next. Febru¬ 
ary's Games. The FIS rest, in¬ 
troduced live years ago but 
never previously used in the 
Games, can detect whether 
blood has been transfused to an 
athlete from another person. 

This procedure, known as 
blood doping, is used to in¬ 
crease the circulation of oxy¬ 
gen to the muscles and boost 
performance. But the FIS test 
cannot detect the more com¬ 
mon practice of drawing of a 
quantity of the body shortly be¬ 



fore competition. 

The IOC is pursuing a separ¬ 
ate research program aimed at 
detecting the use of the hor¬ 
mone drug Erythropoieentin 
lEPO) which achieves die same 
effect as blood doping. ■ 


U BULGARIAN striker 
Hristo Stochkov could be 
on the move at the end of 
the season - but don't ex¬ 
pect to see him playing 
his trade in the Premier 
League. The Barcelona 
player, runner-up to Mar¬ 
co van Basten in last 
year's European Foot¬ 
baller of the year poll, has 
let it be known he wants a 
move to Southern Italy. 

"It is my dream to play 
| for Napoli," he told two 
; Neapolitan journalists re- 
[ cenily. "After we played 
Seville I talked to Mara¬ 
dona, who convinced me 
i that Napoli was a fabu- 
\ lous place. He told me, 

\ "Napoli is beautiful, the 
people love football and ' 
, footballers and it's possi- 
; ble Napoli is ideal for 
j you , Hristo. ° 

Will Napoli grant Flint his i 
wish? i 


MAGIC WORD 


HOW TO PLAY: Read ttie list of words. Look at the puzzle. 
You'll find these words in all directions — horizontally, verti¬ 
cally. diagonally, backwards. Draw a circle around each tet¬ 
ter ol a word found in the puzzle, then strike it off the fiat. 
Circling it will show a letter has been used but will leave it 
visible should it also form part ol another word. Find the big 
words first. When letters of all listed words are circled, you’ll 
have the given number of letters left over. They'N spell out 
your MAGICWORD. 


CLASSIC ROCK (Sol.: 10 letters) 
A-Angeh B-Babys, Bad Company, Beatles, Ben- 
etar. Blue Oyster Cult, Boston, Bread. Byrds; C- 
Cars, Cream; D-Deep Purple. Devo, Doors; F- 
Faces, Foghat, Frampton, Free; G-Gentle Giant, 
Guess Who; H-Hendrix, Holly, Hot Tuna; K- 
Kansas. Knack; M-Meat Loaf; N-Nazereth, 
Nice; P-Poco, Police; Q-Queen; R-Rascals; S- 
Santana, Slade, Spirit, Styx, Sweet; T-Them. 
Tubes, Turtles; W-Wings; Z-Zombies. 


F RAMP 
0 AS EC 
GS D AD 
HC RTN 
A A YLD 
TL BOC 
ES MAE 
Z CTF E 
O F I Y R 

mrrlx 

BLUEO 
I NI CE 
E MDE V 
SANTA 
BS ROO 


TONBS 
AF RGS 
XENEE 
A I GEL 
WLRAT 
OP S DY 
RC P NN 
BE ATL 
TP HRH 
MNOTS 
YS TER 
P Y TUB 
OBUAT 
N-ANAZ 
DBASE 


PI RI T 

ASNAK 

UQDS G 

TNEGU 

ANE B E 

NUPKS 

GMPCS 

ES UAW 

L HRNH 

OBPKO 

CUL.TL 

ESEPL 

E E WS Y 

ARETH 

LTRUT 


This Week's Answer: SUPERTRAMP 


The rise and fall of Ben Johnson 


The great Jamaican sprinter 
the victim of many peopl 


was 


spider on his nose, lie went 
cross-eyed, and it made a great 
picture." 

Monte thinks that Gazza's 
first meeting with Vinnie Jones 
is probably the most famous 
sport photo of recent times. 

"The game started and Vin¬ 
nie stuck to Gazza like glue. So 
I kept my camera on the two of 
them. The ball went out for a 
throw-in and suddenly Vinnie 
started his nut-cracker perfor¬ 
mance," Monte said. 

'There were four shots of the 
incident. Shots that put Gazza 
and Vinnie on the map." 

Gazza autographed the pic¬ 
ture for Monte with the mas- 


*■ BEN JOHNSON, who 
served a two-year suspension 
after failing a drug test at the 
1988 Seoul Olympics, has test¬ 
ed positive again, the Toronto 
Star newspaper reported last 
month. 

Athletics Canada, the nation¬ 
al governing body, denied any 
knowledge of a failed test, both 
in the newspapers report and 
again, two weeks ago. 

"We would have been in¬ 
formed if there had been a posi¬ 
tive a sample," Brian Langly, 
the chairman of Athletic Cana¬ 
da said. "Any positive A sam¬ 
ple would be reported to Ath¬ 
letic Canada so that an official 
could be present for the testing 
of the B sample." 

Johnson's lawyer, McMillan 
Binch, denied last week any 
wrongdoing by the sprinter. 

"Mr Johnson denies taking 
any prohibited substance or en¬ 
gaging in any improper prac¬ 
tice since his return to competi¬ 
tion." he said. "Neither Mr 
Johnson nor his representatives - 
have been notified of any posi¬ 
tive test" 

Ben Johnson also said that he 
had been tested three times 
over six days in mid-January 
before leaving for indoor races 
in Europe. 

'1 was tested at Hamilton 
Games on 15 January, at a 


Grand Prix event in Montreal 
on 17 January and in a random 
test two days later in Toronto," 
he said. 

But it seems that Athletics 
Canada tried to keep a lid on 
the Johnson case until after the 
World Indoor Championships 
in order to save both them¬ 
selves and the championships 
started in Toronto on 12 March, 
without Johnson. 

Last week's news affirmed 
the two-month speculations and 
announced the fall of the man 
who might have been a great 
sprinter. Instead he will be re¬ 
membered as die man who 
cheated athletics many times 
and eventually got caught__ 

"It was a fall from grace une¬ 
qualled in the history of athlet¬ 
ics." said John Goodbody, in 
The Times. '7l was also a fall of 
a sad, simple man who had. 
been used by many people sur¬ 
rounding him. He was a tragedy 
of sport." 

When Ben Johnson emigrated 
.to Canada from his motherland . 
Jamaica in 1976, he was only:; 
15 years old. Four years aftef, ' 
he competed in the 1980 Olym¬ 
pics. 

His ambition to defeat the 
most celebrated American ath¬ 
lete, Carl Lewis, at the 1987 
world championships in Rome 
and, particularly,, in Seoul in 



1988, met the Canadian yearn¬ 
ing to come our from the shad¬ 
ow of the United States. 

To achieve this mission. 
Johnson xvas encouraged by 
Charlie Francis, his coach, and 
,Dr Jamie Astaphan tQ take 
rdrags. since : 1982Jfof. : fielp; him 
add muscle weight arid'recover 
more quickly from intensive 
training. 

In 1982, he finished second 
in the Commonwealth Games 
TOO meters. Francis knew that 
the only way Johnson could be¬ 
come an Olympic- medal- 


winner xvas through drugs. He 
persuaded him to lake ihc 
drugs. 

.. "All the world xvas taking 
these tvpcs of drags," he lold 
Ben Jofinson.- : 

Francis and Astaphan experi¬ 
mented with giving him human 
growth hormone, xvhich is used 
to help under nourished chil¬ 
dren, nml mastered the number 
of the days necessary to rid his 
body of lire banned substances 
before Johnson was tested in 
compel it ions. 

In 1987. he won the world ti¬ 
de in Rome in world record 
time, and when be tested posi¬ 
tive for anabolic steroids in 
Seoul in 1988 after finishing 
first in the !00_meters, it Was' 
perhaps the most dramatic inci¬ 
dent in the history of ihc mod¬ 
em Olympic Games. 

He was stripped of his 1988 
Olympic 100 meters gold med¬ 
al tetd suspended from competi¬ 
tion for two years. In 1989 he 
was also stripped of all his 
world outdoor and indoor 
.records as well as the. world u- 
tlc." 1 ”■ •’ 

After serving his suspension 
he returned to athletics. Last 
year he competed at Barcelona 
Olympics but finished last in 
his 100 meters semifinal. ■ 




Monin Samarah • j : 


Scrambled Word 


★ CROSSWORD PUZZLE ★ 


Unscramble these four words, onj 
teller to each square, to form yfa 
four ordinary words. f 


YAMEL 


RUTTE 


LITGUY 


THE TE A USER 
COULO BE 
PUKTTAMCAL. 


SLUDOH 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surpnse answer, as sug¬ 
gested by the above cartoon. - 


Print answer here: 


Bridge 


ACROSS 

1 Cantrell 
ofsong . 

5 Dish of 
greens 

10 Lean-to - •••- 

14 Partly open 

15 Lassen 

16 Abominate 

17 One who .. 

. arranges . 

marriages 

19 Concerning 

20 Hatchet 

2T Church part 

22 Meltdown, 
as fat 

24 Flooring 
piece 

25 -CatJUra \. 
animal 

26 Uteraty ’ 

' woik 

29-Briars 

32 The Ram . 

33 Dog sounds 

34 Slzzly 

35 Skirt 
bottoms 

36 Powder . 
bases .. 


37 111 — 
mffi ion— ; . 
:38 Cube mate¬ 
rial . . 

39 Frae-tor- .. 

• all 

40 Discussion 
group 

41 Place for ■ 
baby • 

43 Waste time 

44 Relatives . 
45— up<ac- 

‘ ceferates 
46 Special 
prayers 

.48 Gambling *' 
cubes 

48 Craggy peak. 
52 Included;.:.. 

. wtth./y. 

53. tfendw 1 S. ., 
•- tescape - 
'56 Lion hair - - 
57. Cheer (iip) 

SB Gemstone 

59 Units.of : 

:• work 

60 Occurrence - 

61 Squirming ;. 


DOWN 

1 Tibetan • 

.. monk 

- 2 Greek hero 

3 Archibald • 
of basket¬ 
ball 

4 Circle • 
segment 

5 Swatch 

6 Humiliate 

7 Tahoe, tor 
_ one 

- B Devoured 
9 Hoisting 

devices 
10 Black eye' 
It Like dose 
combat ■ 

12 To bee Fr. 

13 Stag 
18 Bristles 

23 HoHday . 
times 

24 Cravats 

25 Enchantress 

26 Master. .. . 
. .ip India 

27 Betel palm 
.28 -Like modem. 


30 Sing like 
the Swiss 

31 Overused 
33 Cotton 

bundles 

36 Octopus arm 

37 Turns to 
. the left 

39 SL Paul’s 
state: abbr. 

40 Tars a road 

42 Glove 
materials 

43 Proper 

45 Ascended 

46 Appellation 

47 Shanf 

48 Bird of 
peace 

48 Finish Jine 

50 Track shape 

51 Depend 

54 Ulimann 
of movies 

55 Garden 

.. implement 


■ i: v >. 
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29 Man’s man 


offlre -THbun* Mttfta Swvkos, ific. 


By Tan nah Kirsch 
LOGIC MAKES DEFENSE EASY 
North-South vulnerable. North misguided attempt to puii tbe wool, 


NORTH 

* AJ93 

9 63 

CQJ10964 

_ * A 

WEST EAST 

*74 * Q 

9AQ962 9J1Q54 

0 5 0 A 3 2. ’ 

+ QJ832 4K10764 

SOUTH 

* K 10 8 6 S 2 
7K7 

0 K 8 7 

* 95 

The bidding: 

North East South- West 

1 O Pass 1 * 2 9 

2 # 3 9 4 * Pass 

Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Five of 0 


over tbe eyes of the defense, 
dropped the long. East brushed that 
pony attempt at deception aside— 
he knew bis partner would not lead 
dummy’s suit from low cards, so be 

had to have a singleton.. 

Tbe ace of diamonds and ruff 
were two defensive tricks,-so the de¬ 
fenders needed two more., It was. 
most unEkdy that they were going 
to get 8 black-suit trick, so beans 
had to provide both iTthe co n tract 
was going to be set. If West /held 
ace-king, there was no problem; but 
that was unlikely, since West would 
probably have fed a high hoot if he 
hdd both' honors.- 
If West held ace-queen of hearts 
and East gave him ft diamond ruff 
now, that would emd the defense— 
die wrong band wonbi be oa lead 
and one trick would be.-afl.fhe de- 


Just because partner has led arin- fenders could colfectl So East pdst- 
gfeton doesn’t mean you have to poned giving-his partner a ruff in 
give him a ruff at the first opportu- favor, of shifting to |the jack of 
nity. Take time out to consider all beans. 

the ramifications of the defense be-. - That seafcd-decferer'*^'Hue. If he 
fore committing yxnnsdf to a tine, c overed. West- wauM^wib .the rice 
The auction was routine. South’s and {cturii a low heart lotfce ten to 
jump to four spades was based on-get his diamond niff. If d ec l am 
his. diamond fit and the fact’ be ducked, East vosTd iMfl to i dia- 
didn’t want to sound as if he was mond there and thov and West’s 
simply competing against three ruff, followed .by the ace of hearts, 
hearts. ■^ rn i\A^Ammivirt\i^ raoupdefnee. 

East rose with the ace of.dia- 
monds and declarer, in a somewhat ciwSti*h« «hiw iw*' 



Scrambled word solution 



























Algerian.. 64137 ,/, 

Austrian Embassy. 64465«5 

Canadian .....7""^ 

?' ,ean ". 823360 

Cvprus Honorary Cons.677SS9 

Czechoslovakian .665 105 

Danish Consulate Gen.622324 

.Finnish Consulate........ /p-Lidi 

9™».689351 

S rcck .. 672331 

! nd,an .637262 

jliJS 1 .-..639331 

Italian.638185 

Consulate Gen. Ireland.. 630878 

.672486/7 

Yugoslavian.665107 

Kuwaiti.675135/8 

.666118 

if bancse . 641381 

Moroccan. 641451 

Netherlands.637967/625165 

Indonesian.82891 1 

North Korean .--666349 

Norwegian Consulate. 637164 

S’ 1 ??™ ..686155 

Pakistani. 62 r 787 

Palestine^.“Z.6775 17 

People s Rep. of China_666139 

Phillipines. 645161 

P° llsh .— 637153 

—.644331/2 

Romanian .667738 

Saudi Arabian_ 814154 

South Korean.660745/6 

Spanish .;.622140 

Sudanese. 644251/2 

Swedish .—669177/9 

Swiss.686416/7 

Syrian. 641076 

Tunisian.-..674307/8 

Turkish -641251 

United Arab Emirates ..... 644369 

United Kingdom.823100 

United States of America.. 820101 

USSR.641158 

Yemen. 642381 

Delegation of the EEC.668191 

UNDP.—668171/7 

UNRWA.. 669194/8 

(Taiwan) .671530 

UNICEF.. 629571 

Con. of Sri Lanka_645312 

Con of Iceland.698851 




Folklore Museum: Jewelry and 
costumes over lOOyearsold. Also 
mosaics from Madaba and Jerash 
»4th to 18th centuries). The Ro¬ 
man Theatre, Amman. Opening 
hours: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. year 
round.Closed Tuesdays. Tel: 
651760. 

Jordan Archaeological Mu¬ 
seum: Has an excel lent collection 
of the antiquities of Jordan. Jabal 
Al-Qal’a (Citadel Hill). Opening 
hours: 9 a.m - 5 pjn.). Closed 
Tuesdays. Tel: 638795. 

Jordan Notional Gallery: Con¬ 
tains a collection of paintings, ce¬ 
ramics, and sculptures by contem¬ 
porary Islamic artists from most 
of the Muslim countries, and a 
collection of paintings by 19th 
century Orientalist artists. Munfa- 
zah. Jabal Welbdeh. Hours 10 
a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Closed Tues¬ 
days. Tel. 630128. 


Alyemda(Air yemen)_653691 

Aeroflot-641510 

Air Canada- 625535 

Air France-.666055 / 667824 

Air India _688301/2 

Air Lanka_.682140 

Alitalia- 625203 

American Airlines_669068 

Arab Wings_ 894484 

Adria Airways__667029 

Austrian Airiines-.637380/66702$ 

Balkan Airlines_665909 

British Airways_*-641430 

China Airlines_637380 

Cathay Pacific_624363 

Cyprus Airways.66702$ 

Egypt Air.- 630011 

Emirates Airlines.662141/678321 

Gulf Air-653606/656616 

Hungarian Airlines_—. 639295 

Iberia..637827/644036 

Iran Air._ 622826 

Japan AirLirtes .. 630879 

K.L.M -622175 

Korean Airlines- 676624/662236 
Libyan Arab Airlines — 643831/2 

Lufthansa_ 601744 

Malaysian Airiine.639575/653446 

MJ5-A--- 636104 

Olympic-- 630125/638433 

PIA - 625981 

Philippine Airlines_670155 

Polish Airlines._ 625981 

Qantas .—__641430/655447 

Royal Jordanian..... 678321 

Sabena Belgian Airlines.. 675888 

Saudia.—__ 639333 

Scandinavian Airlines .... 604649 

Singapore Airlines_ 676177 

Sudan Airlines__ 694501 

Swiss Air (G5 j\.)659791/641906 

USAIR._694801/2 

Syrian Air_622147 

TAROM- Romanian_637380 

Thai Airways.._604649 

Trans World Airline_623430 

Turkish Airlines_659102 

Yemen ia Airways—.. 628175 

Yugoslav Airlines_604911 

Queen Alia Aiiport (08)53200 


Diary 


Algeria- 

Argentina.. 

Buenos Aires I 


■ r".• •, *: vi •■w..!*',-* ::t*:".''"V" .T 


Adelaide 8 

Brisbane? 

• Canberra 62 

Melbourne 3 


Germany W......._ 

Bonn 2SS 

_49 

_30 

Amsterdam 20 
Rotterdam 10 
North Yemen.... 


Athens/Pirseus 1 

..36 

Al Bayda 6 
Hodeidah 3 

Sydney 2 

Austria—..— 

_43 

Budapest I 

India..-. 

.91 

Sanaa 5 

Taiz 4 


Vienna 222 

Bahrain_ 

Belgium- 

Antwerp 3 
Brussels 2 

Brazil __ 

Rio de Janeiro 21 
Brazilliatil 

Bulgaria--—.. 

Sofia 2 

Canada- 

Ottawa 613 

Chile___ 

Santiago 2 

Nicosia 21 

Czechoslovakia —?*..._ 

Prague 2 

Denmark- 

Copenhagen (Inner) 1 
Copenhagen (Outer) 2 

Ecuador_ 

Quito 2 

Egypt- -- 

Cairo 2 

Eire_ 

Dublin 1' 

Cork 21 

Finland-- 

Helsinki 0 

Fiance- 

Paris 1 


Banglore 812 

New Delhi 11 
Bombay 22 

And all cities with area codes be¬ 
ginning with 12«34f5i( f 7,' & 8. 


Indonesia-........... 

Jakarta 21 

Italy --— 

Rome 6 

Iraq_ 

Baghdad 1 

Japan.-. 

Tokyo 3 

Kenya...—-- 

Nairobi 2 

Kuwait_ 

Korea- 

Seoul 2 

Libya....-- 

Tripoli 21 

Lebanon-- 

Beirut l 

Malaysia--- 

Kuala Lumpur 3 

Mexico---— 

Mexico City 5 

Morocco.. 

Fez 6 
Rabat 7 

Netherlands.. 


Nigeria... 

Lagos I 

Norway. 

Oslo 2 

Oman. 

Pakistan. 

Karachi 21 
Lahore 42 
Peshawar 521 
Rawalpindi/ Islamabad 51 



... 595 

Asuncion 54 

Peru.-.. 

.51 

Lima 14 

.63 

Manila 2 

Poland. 

.48 

Warsaw 22 

.. 974 


_40 

Bucharest 0 

.. 966 

Ai-Khobar 3 
AJ-Madina 4 
Dammam 3 
Jeddah 2 

Mecca 2' 

Riyadh I 

.. 34 

Barcelona 3 
Madrid 1 



Marbella 52 
Majorca 71 

Sri Lanka.94 

Colombo I 

Sudan.249 

Khartoum 11 

Sweden. 46 

Stockholm 8 

Syria...963 

Damascus 11 

Taiwan.886 

Taipei 2 

Thailand. 66 

Bangkok 2 

Tunisia.216 

Tunis 1 

Turkey... 90 

Ankara 4 
Istanbul 1 

UAE. 971 

Abu Dhabi 2 
Ajman 6 
Al Ain 3 
Dubai 4 
Fujairah 70 
Ghyathl 52 
Ras AI Khaim ah 77 
Sharjah 6 

Umm Al Quwain 6 

UK_44 

London (inner 71/outer 81) 

Uruguay...59S 

Montevideo 2 

USA. 1 

New York 212-718 
Washington 202 

USSR. 7 

Moscow 095 

Venezuela....58 

Caracas 2 

Yugoslavia.38 


1 Emergencies 1 

Amman Govcmoratc... 

...91228 

Amman Civil Dclcncu 

...148. 199 

Civil Defence Irbid..... 

.... 271292 

Civil Defence Dept. ... 

.661 m 

Ambulance. 

93.775111 

Amman fire bridgadc 

.19S 


.... 630341 

Blood Bank. 

... 775121 

Civil Defence rcsucc... 

.... 630341 

Police rescue.6211 

11,637777 

Police headquarters. 

.... 639141 

Traffic police—.. 

... 896390 

Electric Power Co. 

..o3b3X] 4 

Water complaints. 

.... 897467 

Queen Alia Airport. 

(08)53200 


.(0X153200 

Hospitals 

Hussein Medical Centre... 813813 

1 Khalcdi Maternity. 

..6442KI hi 


647441 ? 1 

1 Jabal Amman Maternity... 6423o21 

Malhas. J. Amman. 

.... 636141 

Palestine. Shmeisani.. 

...664171 4 

Shmcisani Hospital.... 

... 669131 

Univcniitv Hospital.... 

... S45X45 

Al-Muashcr Hospital... 

.. 607227 9 

The Islamic. Abdali.. 

606127 37 

AJ-AhJi, Abdali. 

6641646 

1 tal ian-A 1 -Muhajreen. 

..777101 3 

Al-Bushir. Ashrafieh... 

775111 20 

Armv. Marfca. 

891611 15 

Queen Alia Hospital.... 

602240 50 

Amal Hospital. 

.... 674155 

General 


Jordan Teles ision. 

773111; |Q 

Radio Jordan. 

.774111 Id 

Ministry of Tourism.... 

. 042511 

Hotel complaints. 

... o05K<)0 


.... 66117h 

| Telephone Information.1211 

I Jordan and Middle East culls... iu| 

j Repair service. 

. 623101 


The 


Star 

4 .Jordan's political, economic 
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Editorial & advertising 
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Royal Cultural Centre - 661026/7 
American Centre Library. 641520 

British Council_636147/8 

French Cultural Centre— 637009 
.Goethe Institute—1—...--^41993^, 
Soy,jet C^turaJ'Centre__, 644203. 
Spanish Cultural Centre.. 624049 
Turkish Cultural Centre- 639777 

Haya Am Centre-665195 

Hussein Youth City-667181/5 

Y.W.CA.-. 641793 

Y.W.MA._ 664251 

Amman Mun. Library— 637111 
Univ. of Jordan Library— 834555 
R. S.C.N_837931/837937 


Concord_ 677420 

Rainbow..——. 625155 

Plaza ..—..674111 

Philadelphia.—. 634144 

Nijotira r J$JS57 V 


Sports Clubs 

Al Hussein Sports City..-. 

Orthodox Club—.- 

Royal Automobile Club— 

Royal Shooting Gub.. 

Royal Chess Club- 

Royal Racing Club.— 09- 
Jordan Bridge Assoc- 


667181 
810491 
815410 
736572 
673713 
SO1233 
.676990 


C1WES 


Jordan's leading 
economic news¬ 
letter. Published 
by Info-Media. 
Call 652-380 


USAir 

USAir begins with you 




Al Andalusiah_ —..606821 

Swan National.—. 694882 

Shakhshir... 668958 

Al-Jabal . 606669 

Kada —. ..665161/665153 

Al-Labadi .—.-.813554 

N«ional...-—4i—639197/8 
Nebd_L-iL ; ..li.j..':..:.J..v.*:. *8167*; 

Petra__.—- 605501 

Al-Rimal__639861 

Al-Samer.. 771707 



625767/621471 

Star— —. 

-. 604904 

.694883 


. 694802 

Al-Waha . 

674105 


... 670498 


_ 666327 



Al Barakeh-... 

.. -687988 

Budget..--— 

De'as - 

_604230 

- 669970 

__660601 


.601350/80 

General Services. 

..—.674100 


Amman 

79RIR1 

Philadelphia -.-. 

_663100 

.... 660100 


.660000 


..665094 

IflterConunenraL,,-..,.; 
Ambassador!.—'—!.! 
Cnmmndnr . 

.,-.641361 
665186 
.665181 

Middle East. 

Grand Palace,.- 

..... 667150 
. 661121 

Tyche -. 

International. 

.661114 

.... 841712 


..... 813801 

Alia Gateway. 

.(08) 51000 
.... 815071 


.6741II 

Aqaba 

.312426 


.314340 

Al-Cazar--- 

. 314131 

.313521 


.316250 


.314091 

Aqaba Gulf Hotel— 

.316636 


For information 
& reservations: 

® 694-801 


SL Joseph Church: (Roman Catho¬ 
lic } Jabal Amman.Tel.624590 
Church of the Annunciation: (Ro¬ 
man Catholic) Jabal Weibdch. Tel. 
637440. 

De la Salle Church: (Roman Cath¬ 
olic) Jabal Hussein. Tel. 661757. 
Terrasancta Church: (Roman 
Catholic), Jabal Weltxleh. mass in 
Italian eveiy Saturday at 5:30 p.m. 
Tel.622366. 

Church of the Annunciation: 
(Greek Orthodox) Abdali. Tel. 
623541. 

Church of the Redeemer: Jabal 
Amman. Tel. 625383. 

Armenian Orthodox Church: 
Ashrafieh. Tel. 775261. 

SL Ephriam Church: (Syriac Or¬ 
thodox) Ashrafieh. Tel 771751. 
Amm an International Church: 
(Interdenominational) meets at 

Southern Baptist School in Shmei- 
sani. Tel. 652526. 

Church of the Good Shepherd: 
(Evangelical Lutheran) Um As- 
Summaq Tel. 811295. 


Foreign Affairs/ Jabal Amman ToL 644361* 
Interior Ministry/ Jabal Amman Tel. 663111 
Finance & Customs Abdali TeL 636321 ' f* 
Public Health/ Jabal Al-Hussein Tel. 665131 
Education / Abdali TcL 669181 
Higher Education / Jubaiha Tel. 847671 
Justice/ Shmaisani Tel. 663101 _ 

Planning / Jabal Amman TeL 644466' 

Public Works & Housing / Abdali TcL 668481 

Municipalities ft Envin<nmcnt / Jaha) Amman TeL 64)393 
Industry St Trade / Abdali TcL 663191 
Supplies /Abdali Tel. 682121 
Awqaf ft Mamie Affair*, / JabaJ AJ-Hui*ein TeL 666141 
Agriculture / University Road Tel 686151 
Labour / Abdali Tel 698186 
Social Development / Jabal Amman TeL 67319) 
Transport / Eighth Circle TeL 64146? 

Post & Communications / Eighth Circle Tel. 624301 
Information / Jabal Amman Tel 641467 
Water & Irrigation / Shmaisani Td 680100 
Energy ft Mineral Rcsnurccs/ Swuifeych TeL 815615 
Culture t Jabal Amman TeL 636391 
Youth i University TcL 604701 
Parliamentary Affairs / Abdali Tel. 641211 
Tourism ft Antiquities / Jabal Amman TcL 642311 


The Star's 

3 V G 


;• rj 

\xJj 


For A Superb Meal 
Think of 

f/&FT*v>"{ggg s&afkeei 1 

Oriental Appetizers & 
European Food. 
Located in a quiet 
central area 
1st circle, Jebel 
Amman 

Tel: 638031 & 622617 


■ j* \tur? « rxaenence _ 

‘if • UbarntMWo**D'oeun«. 

At •Orfanwl Cnatne 

j » Cmovoan SpoclaMtkrt 

- Snus tans* 

,’f - Petwct Slr.lK 

-Fifcii Mgnor 

- Furfu 

|if - DiBMrt.CHWpn «*i 

■ :i Tower ewg. 23rt Floor 
• Si' For Reservation Tat: 634034/5 


• -" yrfrvKi: 77T-. 
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>’Imeniatior.-il Diihes 
' .Spanish Specialities - 
f Licci ft dinier - : y : 



The first haute cuisine 
menu designed for those 
who love fine food. It mir¬ 
rors our special styles and 
taste levels. 

Warm, Hospitable. 


for vour reservations call 

A39197 


AQABA GULF HOTEL 


* * * * 


G/? ^'ne as 

All of our cars are 
1993 models 
Garden Street 
Tel: 606821, tax: 606961 





■The most delicious 
Arabic Sweets 
■All types of Bread , 
■Cakes &. Pastries \ 

7th circle. Tel. 820099 


G HIDE 


The First Gass Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room.J 


IIAIfOTEL 


Amman-TeL 668193 
P.O.Box 9403-Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 
Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 



PIZZAS, SNACKS, CAKES 


Seated & Take Away 
_ (an day) i 

Shmeisani. Tel. 6931bo 


3fc©9 




Open daily from midday w midnight 

* Patisserie, Brasserie and ice cream in 
the afternoon 

* Real French Cuisine for Lunch and 
Dimer We guarantee your satufttcrum 
For reterradone pletat call 685746 
Try It _ We Are Sure You Will Like It. 1 


caimu ausuiniuMtcjurMi 
AT* Mi 



The first ft best 
Chinese Restamt 

bi Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabd Amman, near 
AhfyyahjGiris School 


Open daily 124)0-3:30 

p.m. 


Your first ebeiee in Aqaba' 


For reservations call (03) 316636 
Fax (03) 3 IS 246 






Nighih *'ilh our Singer 
Mr. Z\KJ KHOVR1 
call im ar:824677 
Abdoun/ at the 2nd Floor of i 
, Jordan Supermarket BUg^A 



Copying Center 


Photocopying 
Blue Prints 
Book Bindings 
Lamination of Big SizeMaps 

Anwar Abbas & CO. 
Gardens SiAL- Ghazi Center 
TeL 692119 - 692184, 
Fax. 692148. 


St 

•r 

PsnsD’S's 


■ Losl Tuesday. Parole, ihe Italian restaurant, hosted a 
dinner banquet for Arab Labor Ministers attending the 
20lh Labor Meeting held in Amman. It was attended by 
Minister of Social Development and dinner host. Dr Amin 
AJ Mashnqba. Minister Jawdat Al Sbool. Minister Mo¬ 
hammad Al Suqaf, and Minister Jamal Al Sarayra. 

Mr Abdullah Al-Amin, Lebanese Labor Minister, who 
is no stranger to the best international cuisines praised Pa¬ 
role's exquisite cusine and good quality service. Mr Amin 
said that Jordan harbors potential to compete with the in¬ 
ternationally renowned Lebanese cuisine. He particularly 
pointed out the restaurant's delicate style in dealing with 
ihe clients. 

It is worth mentioning thau Parole specializes in servic¬ 
ing the best in Italian food under the supervision of Mr 
Nazeeh Tanoos. the restaurant's chef. Parole is known for 
its romantic ambiance, reasonably priced menus, and is fa¬ 
mous for its guitarist singer where clients can enjoy Eng¬ 
lish, French. Spanish and Greek songs nightly. But'above 
all, these activities are being managed by the well-known 
TV personality Mr Orwa ZuraikaL. 




moe gng at mu sang | 

Mechanic, Electrician and 
Tow Truck are available 
to help you 
24 HOURS A DAY 
Just Cal!:682097 
Our name says it all 


To advertise in this space, call us at 
652-380 


advertise 
in this 
space, 
call us at 
652-380 




i 










































































































































































12 THE STAR 


8APR1LI993 


Special to the Star 


JORDAN HAS three villages named Taibeh which means 
pleasant, agreeable, delightful, good* The southerly most Tai¬ 
beh fits nicely In with these objectives — especially so if you 
enter it from the Ma'an road where a vista of the sandstone 
mountains spread out dramatically. Now spring has arrived, 
though less colourful than in the north, new growth as well 
and the lambing season contribute to the accuracy of these ob¬ 
jectives. 

Taibeh is situated in a strategically good position, and at a 
height of 1,300 metres enjoys airy views, perhaps a factor not 
lost on the Nabataeans 
who built watchtowers 
here. Evidence ex- 

earthed as new | 

are erected- **V| 

shown to me. 

Though no evi- 

dence exists to 

make a claim that 

pottery has been made 

here in the recent past Howev- 

er outcrops of clay exist and ' -^•'pSss^ 

are currently being explored f i ^ 

for their potential. 

The village is currently / “frej& 

enjoying a rejuvenation. / 

Its modern settlers - peo- j »]Sr 
pie from Wadi Musa, who / 1 \ 

first came here in the late j < 

part of the last century to | 

farm land, are contribut- » * 

ing to this change."When jj 

built in stone, and it is to V ^sSf&f&SSs 
stone that they are returning, \ 

to renovate their original v * / 

The old village evolved into a 
labyrinth of houses connected to 
one another creating an overall oval 
shaped development with streets intertwining— communicat¬ 
ing. It's situated in the lower part of a valley in the centre of 
Taibeh, which since grown up the horse-shoe shaped moun¬ 


Taibeh, a traditional 


clay industry in the 


making in Jordan 


tain. Taibeh is situated 12 km south of Petra, linked to the val¬ 
ley by a road with contours wiggling curves with panoramic 
views across the wadis to the western 


heights. A popular places, where jet buses 
take tourists' to watch the sun slide away 






across Wadi Araba. T**Si|g|F 

The rejuvenation has of course to do 
with tourism. The response is strong; four, 
rather "overdesigned 1 hotels are currently Hmff 
under construction along this stretch of road, - 
in answer to the current economic climate, pro- 
viding another chapter in the development J 

of this region. After passing through Tai- * \ 

beh the development there carried out ‘ 

by International Traders seems 
Car more appropriate and in step -- *“ 

with the environment 
One feels that the tourist who 
is perhaps tired of hotel com 
plex 'schemes' will be 
V rewarded in this case. 

sL These developments 

though, unarguably 
Svl will provide much 

8&.1 needed work for local 

Kgi people, who one 

ny Y hopes will not be tak- 

JJ'/ en in by it all. They 

J 7 will acquire catering 

/ and craft based skills as 

* well as a variety of other types 
of work for this project in prepara¬ 
tion for next years opening. 

It seems that now is the chance for Jordan to deal with 
tourism with wisdom and try to avoid its uglier asset stripping 
type of face; local employment stretching beyond the immedi¬ 
ate demands of tourism seen in terms of consumerism involves 
the creation of goods and services from which local people 
benefit in the longer term. 







The presence of the Queen Alia Fund in Taibeh is not new. 
The ’Fund 1 has a building there which forms part of a broad 
network serving villages throughout the Kingdom. Its' objec¬ 
tives are related to their mainstream work of concentrat¬ 
ing on the wider aspects of the role of women in rural 

t communities. Assistance and help are concentrated on 
what is identified as needs for both the long and short 
a terra; health care and the provision of skills leading to 
[? employment are two typical strategies that focus their 
3 work. Attempts to help women in improving both their 
[ status and quality of life through economic and education¬ 
al channels are central to their approach. 

The Queen Alia Fund is contributing through project 
development schemes to address these issues in the 
*“ south of Jordan. One of their projects in Taibeh in- 

. .ji volves the re-introduction of Nabataean pottery 

~ techniques using local materials. 

Research carried out in the early 
eighties by Dr K Amr an Dr F Zya 
dine, both of the department of 
Antiquities in Amman, have 
played an important pari in 
tiiis process. Their research 
has pointed to the impor¬ 
tance of this area in south¬ 
ern Jordan as a major 
manufacturing area for 
this now famous egg-shell 
thin pottery. Made in Wadi 
Musa, over two thousand 
years ago, its revival dearly dem¬ 
onstrates an example of how some re¬ 
search can be fed back into the econo- 


With this knowledge, local clays have 
been tested for their suitability to replicate 
the red-fired bowls, and a revival of.skflls is 
currently being planned for, and supported 
by the Queen Alia Fund. Alongside the original 
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Arabic Visual Basic 2.0 
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You arc invited to 
share your news with 
our readers. Fax your 
messages to us on 
648298 or write to 
P.O. Box 9313 
Amman. 


for Windows 


Group test of PC virus scanners: 

Scan or scram 


A layman's guide! 


*•" There are many different 
anti-virus products on the mar¬ 
ket at the moment. There are 
hardware solutions, which are 
costly and don't really provide 
much of an advantage over the 
other type which we will be 
discussing in detail. The other 
type is software. 

You've got virus killers, scan¬ 
ners. detectors and protectors. 
Nowadays, most are called 
scanners. These scanners scan 
files and memory for viruses. 
Most scanners offer virus re¬ 
moval once a virus is detected. 

New viruses are being writ¬ 
ten and reported at a rate of 100 
a month which is why it is cru¬ 
cial to guarantee that scanners 
are updated regularly. 

If you're not armed with a 
scanner, shut ofT your computer 
immediately and be careful not 
to do anything to spread the in¬ 
fection. If you do have anti¬ 
virus software, get out the man¬ 
ual and read it carefully. In Eu¬ 
rope and the USA, virus attacks 
arc to be reported to your local 
Computer Crime Unit who of¬ 
fer you the option to prosecute 
if necessary. 

Here are the results of a 
group test by What PC maga¬ 
zine on a bunch of anti-virus 
software. These scanners were 
tested on a selected set of the 
most common viruses. 


load Windows to run the Win¬ 
dows checker. This software is 
featured on DOS 6 as part of 
the many utilities supplied with 
Microsoft's new operating sys¬ 
tem. 


Dr Solomon's Anti-virus 
Toolkit: 

This is probably the best 
when it comes to technical 
quality, simplicity of use, and 


the program. The DOS and 
Windows versions are pack¬ 
aged together and both conven¬ 
ience using pull down-menus 
but manuals fail to include vi¬ 
rus information. It did not get 
all the viruses when tested on 
the set of viruses and is actual¬ 
ly one of the weaker scanners 
available. 


■r Microsoft Corp. have an¬ 
nounced the shipping of Arabic 
Visual Basic 2.0 for Windows 
following a series of wotit- 
shops in Arab countries for lo¬ 
cal developers and programmes. 

Visual Basic is the type pro¬ 
gramming system that uses a 
visual development environ¬ 
ment to create powerful corpo¬ 
rate applications that send mes¬ 
sages, access data and link to 
other applications in a short 
time. When introduced in 1991, 
Visual Basic pioneered the 
technique of visual program¬ 
ming. Microsoft has recently 
expanded the Visual Basic pro¬ 
gramming system for Windows 
version 2.0 into two .new edi¬ 
tions for two different types of us¬ 
ers. 

If you develop applications 
in your spare time or are just 


learning Visual Basic or Win¬ 
dows then foe Standard edition 
is for you, but if you're a foil- 
time programmer developing 
networked or other corporate 
applications then the Profes¬ 
sional Edition is probably suit¬ 
ed to your needs. 

The standard edition of Visu¬ 
al Basic 2.0 for Windows is de¬ 
signed to meet the needs of part 
time programmers who are a 
broad range of professionals 
who must write software in or¬ 
der to accomplish their primary 
job responsibilities but who are 
not programmers by training or 
job life. Typically they pro¬ 
gram less titan 15 hours a 
week, are highly educated, do 
not own and are not familiar 
with a wide range of program¬ 
ming tools. Examples of part 
time programmers include fi¬ 


nancial and other types of ana¬ 
lysts, engineers working in var¬ 
ious discipline and academic 
professionals working in re¬ 
search and instruction. 

The professional Editioti in¬ 
cludes a large number of tools 
and development support that 
broadens the range of applica¬ 
tions it addresses and helps die 
developer distribute applica¬ 
tions on a large scale. 

To am Arabic Visual Basic 
you will require a copy of Latin 
Visual Basic. Microsoft sup¬ 
plied every participant of the 
workshop with a copy in antici¬ 
pation of this. If yiou didn't at¬ 
tend die workshop you can get 
your copy of yisual Basic by 
contacting Specialized Techni¬ 
cal Systems (STS), distributors 
of Microsoft products in Jor¬ 
dan, at telephone 827611. ■ 


News Update 


NeXT abandons workstations 


Sega in Jordan 



AllSafe: 

AUSafe from XTree is distin¬ 
guished by allowing the user to 
add virus signatures to the pro¬ 
grams database. In other words, 
you can teach it how to detect 
unfamiliar viruses. It rigorously 
checks memory for viruses, but 
for some reason it doesn't test 
its own files! It came in as one 
of the lowest in the test by 
missing just too many viruses. 


documentation. The toolkit pro¬ 
vides a set of tools that are use¬ 
ful for looking at and repairing 
infected boot sectors. Alan Sol¬ 
omon's packages are known to 
be the (rest in the industry, but 
others are getting closer and 
closer. 


Central Point Anti-Virus 
for Windows: 

This happens to be the most 
popular yet it is definitely not 
the best. It is quite slow and 
didn't score as well as others as 
far as detecting the virus sets 
were concerned. You can't run 
it from floppy disk and there is 
no way to know that the ma¬ 
chine is clean if you have to 


Norton Anti-Virus: 

The name Norton usually in¬ 
duces a feeling of quality and 
confidence in the PC world. 
Norton Anti-Vims does not 
really resemble this qualityJfs 
not tite package to use if you 
have mass infections because it 
tends to run out of memory 
when used with a long set of in¬ 
fected files. It does however 
provide a straightforward in¬ 
stallation process and since the 
scanner is the most used tool of 
the package it is automatically 
loaded whenever you call up 


Untouchable: 

The scanner does not test 
well at all and came in last in 
the test Its only advantage is 
that it can handle compressed 
files. Its daily checkup is time- 
consuming and confusing. The 
program includes a TSR that 
checks memory and files as 
they're loaded. 

So, in conclusion, it can be 
said that Dr Solomon's Anti- 
Virus toolkit comes top of the 
heap and scans the fastest. You 
can expea to find all above 
mentioned software in Jordan, 
but it is for you to decide if 
you'd like to get an original or 
pirated copy. Beware! A pirat¬ 
ed copy of anti-virus software 
might be infected itself. 
Wouldn't that mark a great start 
to your virus removal plans! A 
weird of warning, pirated soft¬ 
ware is a main cause of spread¬ 
ing viruses. You have been 
warned. ■ 


NeXT is to stop workstation manufacturing 
in favour of concentrating on software develop¬ 
ment. This is quite a surprise to many seeing 
that NeXT currently has 5 per cent of the work¬ 
station market and it would only seem logical 
that they would not be releasing a new operat¬ 
ing system without a machine to nin it on. 

Steve Jobs, NeXT boss and previous co¬ 
founder of Apple Computer, said that this is a 
necessary move although being painfol since 
NeXt step should gain a market lead before Cai¬ 
ro, the object oriented version of Windows NT, 
and Taligerit, an object oriented system form 
Apple and IBM, make it to the market 
NeXT estimates the numbers of NeXTStep us¬ 
ers at around 50,000 which isn't much for a ma¬ 
chine which has been around since 1988 espe¬ 
cially seeing Sun Micro Systems sell around 
200,000 workstations a year! 

Still, NeXT step will have to compete with the 
likes of Unix, OS/2. -Windows NT, TaJigent, 
Unix Ware and Solaris, in foe meantime, don't 
hold you're breath if you're waiting, for the PC 
version of NeXT step's operating system, NeXT 
step 486, because it will probably be delayed. 


«•* Sega video consoles and add-on hardware 
has recently become available in Jordan 
through Al-Maktaba Al-Ihnia. These excellent 
entertainment machines are selling like hot 
cakes in the US Europe and Japan. Unless 
pushed with 
lots of public¬ 
ity in Jordan, 
they might do 
foe same in 
our PC orient¬ 
ed market. "If 


New IBM boss 


Louis V. Grestner Jr. has just become the 
new Chairman Executive of Organization at 
IBM. 

What is so different about Grestner is that he 
has never worked in the computer industry. In 
fact, his last position was as a manager in a 
foods manufacturing company. However IBM's 
shareholders think that this financial whiz 
should be capable of cost cutting and marketing 
anything candy bars to mainframe computer. 

It's not that strange, John Sculley, chairman of 
Apple Computer Inc., used to sell Pepsi Cola. 


you want to 
play games, 
go to the ar¬ 
cades!"- com¬ 
ment comput¬ 
er dealers when asked why they don't trade in 
video games consoles. Then wouldn't say that if 
they knew the numbers of units sold by Sega or 
Nintendo ever year all over die world. 

Any way. the Sega Megadrive is a superior 
games machine although it in corporates a, nor¬ 
mal 6800 processor, but has sound and graphics 
capabilities that will make'your PC look tike* 
prehistoric calculator. It take game cartridges 
(which cannot be copied) and are available in 
reasonable numbers in Jordan. .Of course, 
there's also the rest of foe Sega range including 
the hand held console, foe Sega Game Gear 
which is a Httle wonder machine capable of dis¬ 
playing thousands of colours on a screen small¬ 
er than that of a notebook computer and which 
can take game cartridges too! The world of vid-, 
eo game consoles is getting bigger everyday all 
over foe world, if you think you're a mean 
games player then I suggest you look qp foe 
Sega Megaidrive which should.be.available by 
now in quite a few stores. • 


AX - LI00 v80N6 
.AX -2100 i'286: 

AX - 3100 SX O.0MH/: 
AX - 3300 (33MM/.L 
!00 v<- IBM compatible 



Jordan Computer Center 
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archa«dofd**I research* jp' 

work designed to mr~- . 

discover iobau- \ : 

factoring tech- ■ ' 

niques . have 
been carried out 
resulting, id the 

construction of a 
kiln In which the ex¬ 
perimental replicas.- 
were fired. 

- This research pro¬ 
ject was funded by - 
the British Institute 

for Archaeology and His-, .. v.:n - 

torv in Amman, the- A- F 22. * - 

Wainwright Fund, and the Department of Archaeology at Yw* 
moukUnlversRy> • ‘ • 2" . 

For those nnfowOiar with' Nabataean pottery, its a terracot, , 
ul unglazed pottery noted for its extreme thinness. AnAAct 
part of Its chmrm aMiies fronv Us tiarkcbocotate and mfpai nt? ^ 
ing, employing focal flora aid fruina as inspirations for d*cor*£ >, 
tion. Geometric patterns.using'dot aorf fine ftteb feature ^ 
some styles. "*• M-,. • n ■- 5. ‘ 

In addition to that a number brother projects are currarty 
underway. A fcasibi&y study toopembequar*yInSofstone*. 
a competitive price is being evaluated for instance. The intro¬ 
duction of fobric 5crcenprfoting.at Queen Aifo Fund building - 
in the new village of Taibeh, another project. Attention her* . 
is focussing on fabrics foir^domestic .market, and itetnsthaf 
local families can^ visa, and^which hopeftiBy wiH uppeal totour- 
iscsL . . 

Like most ideas, these are. still in.the pipeline, and undergo* 
ing scrutiny for their practical application. ScsD, it 
does demonstrate the direction in which some 
of the ideas are beading and the-type oF 
projects that, though new to Jordan are 
being considered, and ones. where 
long term benefits are featured to 
~ help the economy In spite' of tour¬ 
ism. ' L 

Tourism «ad the : Petra'issue'are 
currently being' evaluated with 
greater scrutiny merely because it 
raises many questions about the ffe 
environment hi a wider context w 
Lessons must be learned after 
what has occurred in other areas 
where 'mega tourist bucks' have 
been investetL . 

The tourist it seems is looking for 
something unspoded and unique; Jor¬ 
dan now can offer these qualities and 
in my' opinion must make every effort to 
preserve them. Places tike Taibeh need to 
remain r pleasant, good, delightful. ■ 






IN J ERFACE 

NASSER I 


• " 


Where's the tax? 


FOli THfe last few months wc*ve been going on and on about 

the faa that the price of computer hardware has gone up and 

will continue to do so-owing to the raise m . taxes paid on 

computers which amounts to around 

22 percent However, some recent ad- ^ ■- ,r ; 

vertiseraems in foe newspapers and - - 

other things, we've heard indicate that. 

there are some rather cheap PCs avail- . . Y‘1* 

able on foe market and that the com- ' 

parties offering them, like all others, 

also pay customs on their machines. jSSH..' 

Why is it, then, that most dealers are 

charging us so much money for our ' '"'mi * " 

machines? 

• A support engineer I talked to actually went as far as claim¬ 
ing that this whole thing is a "tax trick". According to him 
the custom tax is no where as steep as most dealers claim and 
that they use it as an excuse to charge more for their ma¬ 
chines and hardware. 

Beam, a computer dealer located in Wasfi EI-Tell 
which is becoming more like a Jordanian Silicon Vs, 1 
offering a 486DX machine at probably the lowest pnee 1 
have ever heard of. Priced at.JD 1100 this machine should 
perform just as well as other Taiwanese machines which cost 
JD 500 more. 

Jordan MicroTech can supply you with a BOSS 486DX for 
JD 1295! So if companies like that keep popping up its go¬ 
ing to be.pretty difficult for foe big boys of tne market to sur¬ 
vive as far as PC sales are concerned. At these prices, even 
suppliers_of more expensive Taiwanese PCs could go out of 
business. . - 

More proof of foe.fact.that we. are actually paying to much 
comes to mind when.considering that the Video.Blaster card 
which is priced under $400 in foe US wiR set you back JD 
750 at a certain computer supplier! With the Value Added 
Tax being implemented :as of next month, prices will go up 
again! I wonder who would be rich enough to buy a Video 
Blaster fee JD 900! I wouldn’t since I could get it and any 
other add-on cards.by mail order from the US For much less. 
How on earth do our Jordanian companies intend to compete! 
International price wars in foe industry have'caused giants 
like Compaq and. IBM fo offer ^6 imstehinqs for a price 
equivalent to JD 1300^ Can'r we sljgbtJy budge dur prices ac¬ 
cordingly? 2 ''.-J 

The idea isnft.ro accuse anybody;of anything, but you can't 
help but wonder how on earth wifi big dealers manage-.to sell 
their computers^ even if they^are top qu^ity Americarr made 
PCs. This whole -situation is iot tinique 40 Jordan since price 
wars' all .over .the world Lhave caused buyers fo defect to 
cheaper computers, btit : WiH the: Jordanian ^market -follow 
suit? This could spell real bad news to. big dealers who. sen 
overvpriced; machines. Could:we be witr\es£ing/a large-scale 
decrease in prices in the run up toihe summer .when comput¬ 
er Sales are expected to pick up again? That.will.be deter¬ 
mined by .you, foe consumer. ■ - . . a 









































